MINUTES OF TEWKSBURY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

MAY 12, 2008 MEETING - MOUNTAINVILLE - 7:30 p.m.

Attendees: M. Colitti, B. Mackey, M. Murphy, Chairman C. Teasdale, T.
Schroth, and G. Storms. M. Ace arrived at 8:02 p.m.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided
by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board,
mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County
Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on December 10, 2007.

CLAIMS: Ms. Murphy moved to accept and approve an interim bill for
services rendered submitted by Debra Kratzer for the Environmental
Inventory in the amount of $3,900. Mr. Schroth seconded the motion. All
members voted to accept and approve the invoice unanimously.

MINUTES: Mr. Mackey moved to approve the minutes from the March 10, 2008
meeting. Ms. Murphy seconded the motion. The motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

The minutes for the April 14, 2008 meeting were tabled for corrections
regarding updates in the Land Use Board. These corrections were raised
by Mr. Mackey.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mr. James Matorazzo, #58 Sawmill Road, Block 15,
Lot 17, owner of a 38 acre tree farm, gave the Commission an overview of
stream erosion problems on his property. A Powerpoint presentation also
depicted several photographs documenting the erosion and vegetative
damage to his property, which contain a Category 1 stream: the
confluence of the Rockaway Creek and a tributary to the Rockaway Creek.
The most pervasive erosion has occurred on a 12 acre tract allegedly due
to the velocity and volume of surface water run-off emanating from an
adjacent development. There was also a concern for an adverse effect on
spawning trout in the stream. Mr. Matorazzo indicated that the erosion
problems have grown worse and the developer and Township Committee have
not remedied the situation. Chairman Teasdale volunteered to apprise the
Township Committee of the situation in a future Committee meeting, and
explore whether the Township can take steps to mitigate drainage issues
within the context of existing budget parameters. Mr. Colitti suggested
that Mr. Matorazzo send letters to the NJDEP with copies to the Mayor
and Township Committee because DEP would have jurisdiction for Category
1 stream deprivation.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE INVENTORY: Debra Kratzer gave a Powerpoint
presentation of the draft Environmental Resource Inventory. Commission
members offered constructive feedback with a view towards consistency
and ease of reference for public and private wells separated from septic
systems on maps; conservation easements should appear on a separate map,
preferably designated by Block and Lot numbers; open space would appear
on a separate map; and the farms with woodland management plans require
text descriptions of those plans; historic structures can appear as
"dots" on the map with corresponding index, except for bridges; the
Rockaway Historic District shall be deleted from the map overlay. 

The Commission decided that a draft should be submitted to the Land Use
Board by June 11 so the Board has ample opportunity to preview the draft
ERI with any comments or revisions. 

Kerry Miller of ANJEC attended the meeting and offered feedback on Ms.
Kratzer's draft ERI presentation. 

WELL TESTING: Ms. Murphy reported that the Township has almost sold out
of all well testing kits, which must be submitted to the Municipal
Building on May 23 and 24, 2008. The public response has been very
favorable.

Chairman Teasdale circulated a "White Paper" prepared by Township
resident, David Barnes, entitled, "A Critical Analysis of NJAC
14:5-9.6(e), Vegetation Management (Tree Trimming) Standards." The tree
"clear cutting" issue by public utilities remains a concern for the
Township. 

LAND USE BOARD: Ms. Mackey reported that the Board deemed incomplete a
variance waiver for the Hickory Grove Ole Opry facility. The Board is
also reviewing an ordinance from Readington Township for mandatory
conservation easements.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Scroth moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:24 p.m. Mr.
Storms seconded the motion. All members were in favor for adjournment. 

Respectfully submitted,

Mario Colitti

