LAND USE BOARD MINUTES

March 21, 2007
The Tewksbury Township Land Use Board met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Present were: Mr. Johnstone, Ms. Desiderio, Mr. Mennen,  Ms. Baird, Mr. Mackie, Ms. Devlin, Mr. Blangiforti, Ms. Czajkowski, Mr. Bossert (Alt. #1), Mr. Moriarty (Alt. #2) and Mr. Kerwin (Alt. #3 – arrived at 7:45 p.m.).
Also present was:  Ms. Beeh, Land Use Clerk.
Absent were:
Mayor Van Doren and Mr. Shapack.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT

Mr. Johnstone opened the meeting by announcing that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Police/Administration Building bulletin board, faxing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the Municipal Clerk, all on February 15, 2007.

CLAIMS


Mr. Johnstone asked if there were any questions regarding the following claims to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Board for a motion in which Ms. Desiderio made a motion to approve the claims and Mr. Blangiforti seconded the motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  
1. Bernstein & Hoffman – Attendance at February 21, 2007 Land Use Board meeting – invoice dated February 22, 2007 ($400.00).

2. Bernstein & Hoffman – Appeal of Richard & Abby O’Neill – General Land Use – invoice dated March 12, 2007 ($187.50)

3. Clarke*Caton*Hintz – General Land Use – Invoice No. 36336 ($555.00).

4. Clarke*Caton*Hintz – General Land Use – Invoice No. 36340 ($162.75).

5. Clarke*Caton*Hintz – Land Use Escrow – Oldwick Animal Hospital (B45, L28) – invoice #36873 ($450.75).

6. Clarke*Caton*Hintz – General Land Use – Invoice #36871 ($675.42).

7. Clarke*Caton*Hintz – Land Use Escrow – Crossroads @ Oldwick Homeowners Association (B45, L42&43) – invoice #36874 ($750.00).

8. Maser Consulting – General Land Use – Invoice #79048 ($369.00).

9. Maser Consulting – Land Use Escrow – Howard Weinreich (B5, L2.01, 2.02 & 2.16) – invoice #79049 ($184.50).

Roll Call Vote:

Those in Favor:
Mr. Mennen, Ms. Baird, Ms. Desiderio, Mr. Mackie, Ms. Devlin, Ms. Czajakowski, Mr. Blangiforti, Mr. Bossert and Mr. Johnstone. 
Those Opposed:
None

CORRESPONDENCE


Mr. Johnstone asked the Board if there were any questions or comments regarding the following correspondence to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Board for a motion in which Ms. Devlin made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence and Ms. Baird seconded that motion.  All were in favor.  
1. A memo dated March 15, 2007 from Roberta Brassard regarding ethics forms.

2. A memo dated March 9, 2007 from the Hunterdon County Planning Board regarding commenting on the Highlands Regional Master Plan.

3. A  Highlands application dated March 5, 2007 for Block 14, Lot 25.02.

4. A letter dated March 1, 2007 from Jonathan Bonelli of Porzio, Bromberg & Newman regarding O’Neill Zoning Matter.

5. A letter dated March 1, 2007 from Dan Bernstein to Shana Goodchild regarding Block 10, Lot 5.07. 

6. A letter dated March 1, 2007 from Shana L. Goodchild regarding Whitman Concept Plan, Block 48, Lots 4 & 4.01.

7. A letter dated February 27, 2007 from Carl Hintz regarding the Highlands Council regional Master Plan (5 pages)

8. A letter dated February 27, 2007 from Carl Hintz regarding the Highlands Council Regional Master Plan (3 pages).

9. A letter dated February 26, 2007 from Gary S. Kull of CMK regarding Appeal of Richard & Abby O’Neil, Block 10, Lot 5.07.

10. A memo dated February 16, 2007 from Roberta Brassard to Shana Goodchild regarding professional’s rates.

11. A memo dated February 16, 2007 from Shana L. Goodchild to the Land Use Board regarding Legal and Planning Rates for 2007.

12. A letter dated February 12, 2007 regarding Highland Farms @ Tewksbury Cash Surety Bond.

13. A letter dated February 23, 2007 from Rutgers University, Center for Government Services regarding a new planning manual.

ORDINANCE REPORT


Ms. Desiderio reported on an ordinance from Califon which changed the impervious coverage calculation to 3% in an effort to conform with the Highlands regulations.  She then reported on an ordinance from Chester Township which redefined the language “new construction”.  She reported on another ordinance from Chester Township which amended the regulations regarding keeping of animals.   Lastly, she reported on an ordinance amendment from Chester Township regarding seepage pits.  Mr. Johnstone asked Ms. Desiderio if she had any recommendations regarding the ordinances to which she responded in the negative.  
MINUTES

· February 21, 2007

Mr. Johnstone asked the Board if there were any questions or comments regarding the February 21, 2007 minutes to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Board for a motion in which Ms. Czajakowski made a motion to approve the amended minutes of February 21, 2007 and Ms. Devlin seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Mr. Mennen and Ms. Desiderio abstained from the vote.
· March 5, 2007 – Board of Adjustment Minutes

Mr. Johnstone asked the Board if there were any questions or comments regarding the March 5, 2007 Board of Adjustment minutes to which the response was positive.  Ms. Baird noted that Mr. Shapack was not in attendance; therefore, the Board would be unable to take action with regard to the minutes.  She suggested tabling the minutes to the next meeting agenda to which the Board agreed.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


Mr. Johnstone asked the public if there were any questions or comments regarding anything not on the agenda to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session. 

PUBLIC HEARING

· Crossroads at Oldwick Homeowners Association – Announcement of Continuation of the public hearing  - A request for a modification to the subdivision and site plan approvals granted to Toll Bros. to delete the prohibition against underground irrigation systems
Block 45, Lots 42 & 43

Mr. Johnstone announced the continuation of the public hearing for Crossroads at Oldwick Homeowners Association, a request for a modification to the subdivision and site plan approvals granted to Toll Bros. to delete the prohibition against underground irrigation systems for Block 45, Lots 42 and 43 to the April 4, 2007 Land Use Board agenda beginning at 7:30 p.m.  
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Highlands Draft Master Plan – Discussion regarding submission of comments to the Highlands Council.

Mr. Johnstone announced the discussion regarding the Highlands Draft Master Plan and submission of comments to the Highlands Council.  Ms. Beeh stated that the subcommittee was requesting that the Board review the proposed comments and make a recommendation to the Township Committee to forward those comments to the Highlands Council.  Mr. Johnstone asked the Board if there were any questions or comments regarding the draft comments to which Ms. Devlin responded in the positive.  She expressed concern regarding financial comments which were discussed at the subcommittee meetings not being included in the draft comments.  Mr. Johnstone suggested forwarding those comments to the subcommittee via e-mail to which Ms. Devlin agreed.  He then asked the Board if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was positive.  Mr. Mennen stated that he recalled a discussion at the subcommittee meetings regarding financing in terms of the program being fully funded as well as making sure that the Township’s farmland properties were in the top tier to which Ms. Devlin agreed.  Mr. Johnstone then asked the Board for a motion in which Ms. Devlin made a motion to accept the draft comments subject to the additional comments she provides to the subcommittee and Ms. Desiderio seconded that motion.  All were in favor.    
· Bocina Homes Corporation – Discussion regarding a letter dated February 12, 2007 requesting the release of Cash Surety Bond No.: 45037928 & Planning Board Inspection Fee

Mr. Johnstone announced the discussion regarding Bocina Homes Corporation and a letter dated February 12, 2007 requesting the release of Cash Surety Bond No. 45037928 and Planning Board Inspection Fee.  Ms. Beeh explained that the Board needed to authorize the closing of the inspection account and return the balance of $569.75.  She also noted that the Board may choose to recommend the release of the Cash Surety Bond to the Township Committee.  Mr. Johnstone asked the Board for a motion in which Ms. Desiderio made a motion to close the inspection account and return the balance of $569.75 to the applicant and Ms. Devlin seconded that motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:

Roll Call Vote:

Those in Favor:
Mr. Mennen, Ms. Baird, Ms. Desiderio, Mr. Mackie, Ms. Devlin, Ms. Czajakowski, Mr. Blangiforti and Mr. Johnstone.  
Those Opposed:
None

Abstained:
Mr. Bossert.

Executive Session

· Personnel
Ms. Desiderio made a motion to enter into executive session at 7:45 p.m. to discuss personnel which was seconded by Mr. Blangiforti.  


BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 and N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 that the Tewksbury Township Land Use Board adjourn to Executive Session to discuss  personnel.


No official action will be taken during said session; and


It is expected that the discussion undertaken in Executive Session can be made public when the personnel discussion has been settled.

Ayes:
Mr. Johnstone, Mr. Mennen, Ms. Desiderio, Ms. Baird, Mr. Mackie, Ms. Devlin, Ms. Czajakowski, Mr. Blangiforti, Mr. Bossert, Mr. Moriarty and Mr. Kerwin. 
Nays:
none
The regular meeting reconvened at 8:20 p.m. and Mr. Johnstone stated the Board had a discussion regarding the Board’s professionals and the requested increases of $5.00 per hour for Mr. Hintz of Clarke*Caton*Hintz and $12.00 per hour for Melanie Reese of Maser Consulting for the 2007 calendar year.  He asked the Board for a motion in which Ms. Desiderio made a motion to accept the increases for both Ms. Reese and Mr. Hintz effective for the 2007 calendar year subject to approval by the Township Committee and Ms. Desiderio seconded that motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:

Roll Call Vote:

Those in Favor:
Mr. Mennen, Ms. Baird, Ms. Desiderio, Mr. Mackie, Ms. Devlin, Ms. Czajakowski, Mr. Blangiforti, Mr. Bossert and Mr. Johnstone.  
Those Opposed:
None


Mr. Johnstone asked the Board if there was anything they would like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which Ms. Desiderio responded in the positive.  She stated that she has been appointed to the Hunterdon County Planning Board and presented the Board with a copy of the Hunterdon County Planning Board Annual Report as well as the Highlands Draft Regional Master Plan.  She stated that the Mayor from Flemington sits on the County Planning Board and he stated that Tewksbury Township should be looked to as the model Township for all of Hunterdon County.  Mr. Johnstone stated that he felt the Township was ahead of the rest of the County with regard to the drafting of the Master Plan and that he was proud of both the Board and its professionals.  Mr. Johnstone suggested that Ms. Desiderio provide the Board with monthly updates in the future regarding the Hunterdon County Planning Board to which she agreed.   
ADJOURNMENT



There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. by motion of Ms. Desiderio and Mr. Blangiforti seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
Respectfully Submitted,

Bonnie L. Beeh

Land Use Clerk






9
3

