TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
October 19, 2009
The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m., roll call taken and a quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Tom Schroth, Bruce Mackie, Greg Storms and Mary Ace arrived at 7:43 p.m. 
Absent:  Miriam Murphy, Mario Colitti and Laurence Malloy.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no public comment Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
CORRESPONDENCE:

The following correspondence was received:  
· A copy of a letter dated Sept. 30, 2009 to Mayor DiMare from the Highlands Council regarding Module 4, Draft ERI.

· A copy of revised pages together with USGS map for Block 12, Lot 29.3 regarding a Highlands Applicability and Water Quality Management Plan.  
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
When asked if the Pascale Advisory Committee met, Mr. Storms responded in the negative.  It was suggested by Mr. Teasdale that he check in with Lou DiMare and explain the lack of meetings.  Mr. Storms agreed to check in with Mr. DiMare and Ms. Goodchild.

When asked about the Land Use Board, Mr. Mackie noted that the biggest issue is the Highlands Element of the Master Plan.  He noted that there was a presentation by Township Planner Frank Banisch at the most recent Land Use Board meeting.  A sub-committee was formed and they are reviewing a draft Highlands Master Plan Element to compare it to the Township’s existing Master Plan.  It was announced that there is a special meeting on October 27, 2009 at the Old Turnpike School regarding Highlands.  
Discussion ensued regarding the intent to conform and ultimately whether a change in the State Administration will fundamentally alter the COAH and Highlands programs.  

· Report on outcome of 2009 water testing program
Mr. Teasdale noted that he had taken on this task to consolidate the data (excel spreadsheets) and has not had time to complete the item.  It will remain on the agenda as an action item.  
· Final Draft of ERI – follow up from September 29th public hearing
Mr. Teasdale briefed everyone on the presentation provided by Debbie Kratzer on September 29th.  Mr. Teasdale noted that action was not taken at that meeting.  Moving forward would cause a pdf copy of the document to be posted on the Township website and paper copies and electronic copies to be distributed to the Land Use Board, Township Committee and the Environmental Commission.  
Ms. Ace made a motion that the Environmental Commission accepts the Environmental Resource Inventory as documented and presented at the September 29, 2009 special Environmental Commission meeting and, that the document be released to the Environmental Commission in accordance with the contract.  Mr. Storms seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously with no abstentions.    

It was noted and discussed that a form to accept amendments to the document should be available so that there is a process for people to inform the Environmental Commission of issues.  Mr. Storms suggested that along with the form that the Environmental Commission encourage people to attend meetings to discuss amendments or additions to the document.    
It was discussed that the document should be used as a tool in the decision making process.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 8:06 p.m. by motion of Mr. Mackie, and seconded by Mr. Schroth.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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