TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 9, 2006 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session at on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William J. Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Dianne Clarke-Kudless, Thomas G. Kenyon, George Tauber and Shaun Van Doren.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

Township Professionals in attendance were Judith Kopen, Township Attorney and Andrew Holt, Township Engineer.

There were approximately forty members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:00 PM Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #56-2006
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes. 

6.
 Actions to be Taken

Board of Education (BOE) Failed Budget Discussion

The BOE’s Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Karin Laraway.  A roll call vote was taken and a quorum was established.

Present: Catanese, Gavornik, Koller, Marturana, Tonneson, Stefkovich.
Absent:  Frankel, Pipeling, Puglia.

Mr. Stefkovich opened the discussion with praises for the work done by the members of the Township Committee.  He listed percentages of taxes versus students educated as an introduction to his presentation regarding the failed budget.

Comments were made regarding the reasons for needing two additional classrooms in the Tewksbury Elementary School (TES).  Additional comments were made comparing the Abbott districts versus the J district in which Tewksbury is located.  Comments were made regarding the removal of a computer lab, overcrowded classrooms and having some classes served “a la carte.”  Mr. Stefkovich stated that new curriculums are being written by a curriculum committee and many of the curriculums were grossly out of date.  It was noted that the finance and facilities committees have been split.  It was stated that staff can not be removed from the budget as substantial funds have already been allocated for various educational software.

Mr. Stefkovich ended his presentation by thanking the Township Committee and other committees for their work done in preserving Tewksbury.

Gayle Carrick, Superintendent of Tewksbury schools thanked the Township Committee for allowing the BOE to discuss the failed budget in a joint open meeting.  She noted that the “no” vote on the failed budget was directly in response to the question regarding building two new classrooms and the BOE has agreed to cut this item out of the budget at a cost of $350,000.00.  Dr. Carrick supplied figures regarding enrollment through 2010, stressing that the State does not allow for building classrooms in excess of current enrollment numbers.  Additional comments were made regarding reasons for leaving the remaining budget intact, with special emphasis being paid to how the special education, art and music classes could be negatively impacted. Comments were made regarding transportation costs and taking the service out of the contractor’s hands in 2001/2001 and bringing it in district.  Additional comments were made regarding shared services between the school and the township.  Dr. Carrick provided additional information regarding the updating of the curriculums.

Dr. Carrick ended her presentation by stating that the BOE is willing to cut $350,000.00 from the budget which represents the removal of the two proposed classrooms, but staffing cannot be cut from the budget.  

Mr. Kenyon stated that a percentage of the budget is noted as being “thorough and efficient” and cannot be cut, but the Township Committee has asked for a reduction by $0.03 which would reduce the budget by approximately $400,000.00.  He stated that a 10% reduction in the non thorough and efficient portion of the budget (which would amount to approximately $400,000.00) would satisfy the Township Committee and the voters of the Township.    
Mr. Stefkovich stated that there is no money in the reserve and it would be extremely difficult to make any cuts over the $350,000.00.  He stressed that the remainder of the budget is needed to help the children of Tewksbury to excel.  He noted that Tewksbury is “dictated to left and right” by the State with regard to building parameters.

Mr. Tauber stated that he would like to give the BOE more money so that the quality of education could be maintained. He added that the “system” often makes this impossibility.  He stressed that the BOE needs to be more attentive to communicating information to all the constituents of the Township.
Mr. Stefkovich agreed with comments made by Mr. Tauber regarding communication with the general public.  Mr. Tauber added that the Township Committee needs to show fiscal responsibility and the BOE needs to find the wherewithal to “squeak out another few dollars.” Mr. Stefkovich noted that the funds could come out of the special education budget.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless stated her support of the previously discussed 3¢.  She stated that a major tax structure change is needed in the State and the BOE should deal directly with legislators in Trenton.   She thanked Dr. Carrick for information presented regarding class size and enrollment.  

In response to a question by Mr. Van Doren, Dr. Carrick speculated that the reason the curriculum is so out of date is because the position was not properly staffed.  It was added that if the Department of Education were to monitor the district, the Township would be found to be in noncompliance.
Mr. Kenyon explained the previous meeting that was conducted with representatives of the BOE and the Township Committee.  He noted that the Township Committee and BOE did not look at specific line items, but the Township Committee instructed the BOE to find 3¢ to remove from the budget.
Mr. Van Doren noted that the removal of the two proposed classrooms is $350,000.00, an additional $26,000.00 has been earmarked to be cut with an additional $14,000.00 needed to be found.  Additional discussion followed concerning the cost of utilizing trailers in lieu of new school rooms.
Mrs. Koller stated that she was under the impression from the afore mentioned meeting, that the BOE was tasked to come up with an overall increase of 5.5¢ as opposed to a 3¢ cut.
Additional comments were made regarding staffing, class size, classroom size and budget cuts.

Mr. Van Doren opined that the entire cut would be detrimental, but he would prefer to only cut $350,000.00 (or the cost of the two proposed classrooms).

Mayor Voyce noted that the referendum question was phrased poorly as the building project was not noted separately.  Additional comments were made regarding class/classroom size.
Mr. Kenyon noted how previous school boards ran into problems with the construction of TES.

Dr. Carrick noted that a special election could cost $40,000.00.

Dr. Catanese clarified that the BOE is comprised of different individuals with different interests and expertise and they did not create this budget in a frivolous manner.  She added that Tewksbury does not spend $30,000 per student for education.  Additional comments were made regarding the high school budget and how it is created.    

Mr. Stefkovich noted that Tewksbury spends approximately $12,700.00 per student as opposed to $27,000 for the high school.

Mr. Tauber congratulated Dr. Catanese for her comments, adding that this is the message that should have been communicated prior to the election.

 Mr. Kenyon noted that the Tewksbury budget has only failed two times in six years, while the high school budget fails annually. 
A final question was posed to the members of the Township Committee and the results were as follows:

Mr. Tauber

cut $376,000
Dr. Clarke-Kudless
reduce by 3¢
Mr. Van Doren

cut $376,000
(prefer $350,000)
Mr. Kenyon

cut $376.000
Mayor Voyce 

cut $376.000
Mr. Kenyon made a motion to adopt Resolution #57-2006, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

RESOLUTION #57-2006

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY MAKING CERTIFICATION OF THE LOCAL TAX LEVY FOR THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY IN THE YEAR 2006

WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Township of Tewksbury presented to the voters, at the annual school election held on April 18, 2006, a question concerning the tax levy for the 2006-2007 Budget for said Board of Education for programs and services, designated as the General Fund, in the amount of $10,552,892.00; and

WHEREAS, the voters at said election rejected the question by a vote of 459 Ayes and 618 Nays; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Education transmitted Budget information for the 2006-2007 school year to the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury; and

WHEREAS, a joint meeting of the Township Committee and the Board of Education was held on May 9, 2006 to discuss the General Fund Budget as submitted by the Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, careful consideration has been given to the information received from the Board of Education with a view to providing funding for a thorough and efficient system of education in the school system of the Township of Tewksbury Board of Education; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The General Fund (base budget) Tax Levy is to be reduced by the total sum of $376,000.00.  Consequently, the Township Committee determines that the amount of district tax levy requirements for the Board of Education for the General Fund is $10,176.892.00 and said amount to be raised is considered by the Township Committee to be sufficient to provide for a thorough and efficient system of education for the Township of Tewksbury School District;

2. That the Municipal Clerk is directed to certify, by May 19, 2006 to the Hunterdon County Board of Taxation, the Hunterdon County Superintendent of Schools, the Township Tax Assessor, the Division of Local Finance of the Department of the Treasury, State of New Jersey, and to any other parties required by law to receive such certification, that the amount of $10,176.892.00  is necessary to be raised, levied and collected in said Township for the General Fund of the schools for the 2006-2007 school year.

3. The following is a listing of budget line item cuts:

         #06320
Tuition to Priv Sch for Disabled W/I State


-16,000.00

         #07607
Instructional Staff Training – Other Purchased Services
-10,000.00

         #08260
Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services



Other Purchased Prof and Tech Services


-40,000.00

         #08270
Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services



Other Construction Services




-310,000.00

4. Copies of this Resolution be forwarded by the Municipal Clerk to the persons and/or departments herein named, for certification purposes.    

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #66-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

RESOLUTION #66-2006

ADJUSTING 2006-07 NORTH HUNTERDON-VOORHEES REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT SCHOOL BUDGET BY $  1,500,000   AND CERTIFYING THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $   43,789, 154  TO BE RAISED BY TAXES

WHEREAS, the proposed  North Hunterdon-Voorhees RHSD Board of Education budget for General Fund expenses for the school year 2006-07 was submitted to the voters of the District on   April 18, 2006 in the total amount of $ 45,289,154 to be raised by taxes; and

WHEREAS,  North Hunterdon-Voorhees RHSD is a type II school district without a board of school estimate; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S. 18A:22-37, the defeated school budget was referred to the Township Committee for review; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has pursuant to N.J.S. 18A:22-37, consulted with the Board of Education on May 8, 2006 and convened in a work session on May 9, 2006; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has determined that certain adjustments in the General Fund expenses in the proposed budget are acceptable, appropriate and will reduce the amount by $ 1,500,000  to be raised by local tax levy; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has determined that these adjustments will not impair the ability of the Board of Education to provide a thorough and efficient education and maintain stability for the students of the North Hunterdon-Voorhees  RHSD;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee in the County of Hunterdon that the following adjustments to the 2006-07 NHVRHSD school budget for current expenses are determined:

CURRENT EXPENSE ACCOUNT NUMBER:   
11-140-100-101   

BUDGET CATEGORY:



Regular Programs - Instruction

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION:



Grade 9-12 Teaching Salaries

ITEM(S) TO BE ADJUSTED:


AMOUNT IN PROPOSED ADVERTISED BUDGET:
$13,775,883


ADJUSTMENT:





$500,000

TOTAL ADJUSTED AMOUNT:



$13,275,883.

EXPLANATION OF ADJUSTMENT:    
Reduction for anticipated turnover savings due to Retirements and resignations

The second adjustment to the 2006-2007 school year budget is to anticipate $1,000,000 in fund balance from the 2005-2006 school year budget and allot that reduction to tax relief.

ADJUSTMENT:   $1,000,000  Budgeted Fund Balance   line 1640 and 1660 Recapitulation of Balances


Be It Further Resolved by the Township Committee, of the Township of Tewksbury , County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the Municipal Clerk is directed to certify by May 19, 2006 to the Hunterdon County Board of Taxation, the Hunterdon County Superintendent of Schools, the Township of Tewksbury              Municipal Tax Assessor, the State of New Jersey Division of Local Finance of the Department of the Treasury, and the Board of Education of the North Hunterdon-Voorhees Regional HS District that the amount of  $7,024,047.00 is necessary to be raised by taxation in the Township General Fund; which amount shall be included in the taxes to be raised, levied and collected in the Township of Tewksbury for the General Funds of the schools.


Be It Further Resolved that copies of this resolution be forwarded by the Municipal Clerk to the persons and departments herein named for certification purposes.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

7.
Public Participation

Jane Castner was present to discuss a letter submitted regarding her clients Mr. and Mrs. Mascuch and their issue with a fence being located in a conservation easement.  Mrs. Kopen stated that the matter has been turned over to her and she will review the matter with the Zoning Officer and report back to the Township Committee.  The item may be placed on a future agenda.

Patti Gavornik questioned the status of the fields at the Christie Hoffman Park asking if their was any accountability on behalf of the installing contractor.  Additional questions were raised regarding the installed sprinklers.

Mr. Landon noted that there is no accountability and the water cannon will be utilized once sod or seed is installed. 

Cathy Lavorgna thanked the Township Committee for the time taken with the BOE budget.  Discussion followed concerning the status and conditions of playing fields in the Township.  

David Kemp stated that he would like to be advised of the meeting at which the aforementioned matter regarding the Mascuch property is discussed.
Donald Storms stated his concern with large vehicles driving on the Pascale property by the pond, adding that erosion is occurring.
Paul Silverthorne thanked the Township Committee for adopting the Budget and paying off the loans on two Rescue Squad vehicles.  He added that the Committee is also funding a tanker for the Oldwick Fire Company and co-signing on a loan for the new fire house.
Dennis McGill questioned the status of development of the discussed noise ordinance.  He sited an event that occurred recently at his residence.  Additional comments were made regarding abuse of off road vehicles.  Mr. McGill noted that he filed a complaint against his neighbor’s barking dogs and was given “ten seconds” before the judge, implying that he was not given ample time to state his case.

Mr. Tauber tasked Mrs. Kopen to ascertain the reason why a citizen would not be given an opportunity to speak in the North Hunterdon Court. 
Mr. Kemp agreed with the statement made by Mr. McGill regarding a citizen not being given an opportunity to speak in the North Hunterdon Court. 

Vincent Morris questioned the status of the noise ordinance.
Mr. Storms noted that Washington Township has an ordinance regulating dog barking.
Bob Konopada questioned the Committee as to their opinion of the ordinances he presented at an earlier meeting.
Mr. Van Doren stated his concern with the enforcement of ordinances and the amount of Township staff and funds that would be needed to enforce them.
8. 
Actions to be Taken (continued)

Ordinance Introduction 

Dr. Clarke-Kudless made a motion to introduce Ordinance #07-2006, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.  
A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Abstain:  Van Doren.

Mr. Van Doren stated his concern with the Ordinance as he disagrees with building new athletic fields before the existing fields are playable.

The public hearing is scheduled for 06/13/06.

ORDINANCE # 07-2006

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $1,284,000 FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,029,800 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION

#  #  #

Dr. Clarke-Kudless made a motion to introduce Ordinance #08-2006, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

The public hearing is scheduled for 06/13/06.

ORDINANCE #08-2006

BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 21-98 FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY ON AUGUST 25, 1998, AS AMENDED

# # #

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #09-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

The public hearing is scheduled for 06/13/06.
ORDINANCE #09-2006

BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 22-97 FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY ON NOVEMBER 25, 1997

# # #

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #10-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

The public hearing is scheduled for 06/13/06.

ORDINANCE NO. 10-2006

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13.12, ENTITLED “GRADING AND SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT,” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #11-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

The public hearing is scheduled for 06/13/06.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE NO. 11-2006 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE #09-2005 ENTITLED

“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF FARMING AND MAINTENANCE LEASE AGREEMENTS

# # #
Consent Agenda

Mr. Kenyon requested that Resolutions #64-2006 and 65-2006 be removed from the Consent Agenda.
Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Van Doren.

RESOLUTION #58-2006

TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A DONATION TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, a donation of $100.00 was made to the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury by the Woman’s Club of Tewksbury Township in a check dated 3/21/06.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that this donation has been acknowledged and deposited in the appropriate account of the Township of Tewksbury. 

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #59-2006

TO CANCEL BALANCES

WHEREAS, Federal and State grant balances of $10,993.75 represent completed projects; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel the Appropriated Reserves balances to the Fund Balance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following grant balances are hereby cancelled.

US Forest Services




$    235.50

Trail Grant





$10,758.25

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #60-2006

AMENDING RESOLUTION #159-2005

WHEREAS, Resolution #159-2005 was adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury at a meeting held on 12/13/05; and 

WHEREAS, the following language was omitted from Resolution #159-2005

“Additional funds up to 20% of the base bid may be used with authorization of the Township Administrator.”

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution #159-2005 is hereby renumbered as Resolution #60-2006 to read as follows.

WHEREAS, bids for a wastewater treatment plant and subsurface disposal system for the Christy/Bartles site were advertised pursuant to Section 4 of P.L. 1971, c, 198 (N.J.S.A. 40:11-4) on two occasions; and

WHEREAS, on both of the two occasions, it was determined that the bids were not reasonable as to price on the basis of cost estimates prepared by the Township Engineer prior to the advertising therefore; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, pursuant to Resolution #143-2005 authorized the Township Administrator and Township Engineer to negotiate a contract for the wastewater treatment plant and subsurface disposal system for the Christy/Bartles site development; and

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has verified that the equivalent project is not available or capable of being furnished/constructed by any other agency or authority of the United States, State of New Jersey, County or Municipality; and 

WHEREAS, seven contractors, including all those contractors who were bidders  from the second advertised bid for this project were notified and given a reasonable opportunity to negotiate with the Township Administrator and the Township Engineer for this contract; and

WHEREAS, the contract terms and specifications are the same terms and conditions as were previously bid twice; and

WHEREAS, the lowest proposal received from a contractor was in the amount of $1,176,440 from Hutton Construction of Cedar Grove, New Jersey, which proposal included no exceptions or modifications to the contract terms and conditions as set forth by the Township Engineer; and

WHEREAS, Hutton Construction of Cedar Grove, New Jersey, in its proposal, accepted the required contract time for completion of 270 days; and

WHEREAS, Hutton Construction submitted the lowest proposal of all contractors which submitted proposals for this contract as set forth in the correspondence from the Township Engineer, Andrew Holt, to the Mayor and Township Committee dated December 8, 2005 which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof; and

WHEREAS, the negotiated price of $1,176,440 from Hutton Construction of Cedar Grove, New Jersey is lower than the lowest rejected bid price of the two prior bids for this project; and

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has determined that the lowest negotiated price of $1,176,440 from Hutton Construction of Cedar Grove, New Jersey is a reasonable price for performing this work; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed the recommendations made by the Township Engineer regarding the contract negotiations; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined sufficient funds are available; and

WHEREAS, Additional funds up to 20% of the base bid may be used with authorization of the Township Administrator.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following contract be awarded based upon the recommendation of the Township Administrator and Township Engineer.


COMPANY



PRICE


Hutton Construction


$1,176,440

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and is hereby authorized and directed to execute the Contract for the same.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #61-2006

TO DESIGNATE CUSTODIANS OF THE CHANGE BOXES AND PETTY CASH FUND OF THE TOWNSHIP 

WHEREAS, there is a need for various departments within the Municipal Government to have a change box in order to assist with the running of their department.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following departments be granted change boxes.

	DEPARTMENT
	AMOUNT
	CUSTODIAN

	Dog Trust/Administration
	$100.00
	Kathy Reddy



	Police
	$100.00
	Russel O’Dell

	Construction
	$100.00
	Charles Rogers

	Tax Collection
	$100.00
	Kay Winzenried


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following department be the guardian of the Petty Cash Fund.

	Finance
	$200.00
	Judie A. McGrorey


____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #62-2006

CANCEL BALANCES IN THE GENERAL CAPITAL FUND TO RESERVE FOR DEBT SERVICE
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following cancellations of balances in the general capital fund to reserve for debt services.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Ord# 16-03 
	Watts-Hitchcock Land Easement 
	$550,038.13



	Ord# 04-05 
	Land Acquisition (Vernon) 
	$72,837.07



	Ord# 17-05 
	Wade Land Easement 
	$73,799.20



	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	$696,674.40

	
	
	


___________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #63-2006

TO CANCEL STALE DATED CHECKS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to cancel the following stale dated checks.

 

 

 

Ck#        Date              
 Amount

 

923
2003


$  81.50

176
2003


$193.35

1706
2004


$    4.00

3507
2005


$360.00

3550
2005


$  47.64

132
2005


$212.80 

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

PROCLAMATIONS

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and

WHEREAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a million trees in Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, 2006 marks the 134th Anniversary of Arbor Day, which is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and

WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce life-giving oxygen and provide habitat for wildlife; and

WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource providing paper, wood for homes, fuel for fires and countless other products; and

WHEREAS, trees in our township increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of our business area and beautify our community; and

WHEREAS, wherever they are planted, trees are a source of joy and spiritual renewal; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury and the Tewksbury Township Forestry Advisory Board will hold a public celebration and tree planting at the Tewksbury Elementary School at 10:00 AM on April 28, 2006, to mark this occasion.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby proclaims Friday, April 28, 2006, as the 134th Anniversary Celebration of Arbor Day, in the Township of Tewksbury, and urge all Township residents to celebrate Arbor Day and support the efforts to protect the trees and woodlands; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all citizens are urged to plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and future generations.

DATED this 28th day of April, 2006.

Shaun C. Van Doren, Deputy Mayor

AN AWARD FOR BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES IN FULFILLMENT OF THE TERMS OF A STATE-APPROVED WOODLAND MANAGEMENT PLAN

WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon and the Township of Tewksbury have recognized that         Tewksbury Township is blessed with abundant woodland resources; and

WHEREAS these resources are recognized for their value in water and soil retention, for their         service as habitat for bird species, and for their aesthetic quality; and

WHEREAS the inventorying of tree resources was underwritten by the County in 2001; and

WHEREAS the 2003 version of the Township’s Master Plan contained a Conservation

Element that referenced these tree resources and encouraged the preservation of the Township’s woodlands to the greatest extent possible; and

WHEREAS, the Township commissioned a Woodland Management Plan that would protect woodlands on public lands and promote an educational program that would instruct and encourage citizens to become proper tree stewards on public as well as private lands;

WHEREAS, the Township’s Woodland Management Plan was approved by the State Division

of Forestry, and the Township was deemed a worthy member of the Community Forestry Program; and

WHEREAS the Township created a Forestry Advisory Board to implement the approved

Woodland Management Plan; and

 WHEREAS, the Forestry Advisory Board was mandated to create an Arbor Day program

annually that would call attention the Township’s woodland resources and the role that citizens

might play in preserving these resources; and

WHEREAS, some citizens have received State Department of Taxation approval of Woodland

Management Plans that allow the removal of trees to promote healthy forest growth on their

private properties, using best management practices; and

WHEREAS, citizens benefit from witnessing examples of proper conduct in tree stewardship.

The Forestry Advisory Board Hereby Presents the First Award for Best Management Practices

On A Private, State-approved Woodland To

LOWELL AND JOANNE JAEGER

Who Have, Through Their Diligence And Their Concern For Irreplaceable Resources In The Township Of Tewksbury

Provided An Outstanding Example Of Woodland Stewardship.

 Given This Twenty-eighth Day Of April In The Year Of 2006

  With The Unanimous Approval Of The Township Committee

Shaun Van Doren, Deputy Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO for 4/25/06 and 5/9/06 

· Minutes of 04/11/06  

· Executive Session minutes of 04/11/06

· Authorization to have Mayor sign documents pertaining to Municipal Alliance (Application for Funding, Statement of Assurances, Fiscal Requirements) 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mr. Kenyon questioned the reasons for rejecting the bids for the 2006 Roadway Surfacing Program.  Mr. Holt explained that the bid is a joint bid for Tewksbury and Lebanon.

Mr. Kenyon made a motion to adopt Resolution #64-2006, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Abstain:  Van Doren.

RESOLUTION #64-2006

REJECTING BIDS RECEIVED ON MAY 3, 2006 FOR “2006 ROADWAY SURFACING PROGRAM”

WHEREAS, two bids were received by the Township Administrator on May 3, 2006 for the 2006 Roadway Surfacing Program; and

WHEREAS, the low bid received was rejected because of non compliance with the bid specifications; and 

WHEREAS, the second low bid received substantially exceeds the budgeted amount and the Engineers estimate.

	2006 ROADWAY SURFACING PROGRAM - BID MAY 3, 2006

	Dosch King
	$277,232.00

	Asphalt Paving
	$374,107.00 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the bids received on May 3, 2006 for the 2006 Roadway Surfacing Program be and the same are hereby rejected pursuant to NJSA 40A:11-13.2."

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Kenyon explained the matter associated with the property referred to in Resolution #65-2006 with regard to suspending the unit from the Tewksbury Township Affordable Housing Program for a fixed period of time.

Joseph Altavilla, Jr., attorney for Mr. and Mrs. Zezas explained the work being done on the main house and the amount of time needed to complete the renovations.  Mr. Zezas noted that the planned renovations are substantial and they only will live in the COAH unit until renovations are completed.

Mr. Van Doren suggested that an Ordinance be drafted to address situations such as this:  that if a COAH unit is removed from the COAH program, the time line be restarted at year one if an extension were to be allowed.  Mrs. Kopen stated that she would draft an Ordinance for an upcoming meeting.
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #65-2006, seconded by Mr. Kenyon. The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Abstain:  Van Doren.

RESOLUTION #65-2006

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDING A RENTAL UNIT LOCATED AT 11 SUTTON 

ROAD, BLOCK 11, LOT 7 FROM AFFORDABLE HOUSING CONTROLS


WHEREAS, Janine R. Zezas, is the record property owner of property located at 11 Sutton Road, Lebanon, Tewksbury Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey and referred to as Block 11, Lot 7 on the Township of Tewksbury Tax Map, (“Property”), and


WHEREAS, a “main house” and a “tack house” are located on the Property; and


WHEREAS, the Property is subject to a Tewksbury Affordable Housing Agreement dated April 11, 2000, and recorded April 27, 2000 at Deed Book 1237, page 0398 at the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office, and


WHEREAS, the conditions of the Agreement include the requirement that the unit in the tack house shall be rented only to a family that is either a low or moderate income family at the time of initial occupancy of the unit by the family, and


WHEREAS, the conditions also include the requirement that the dwelling unit in the tack house shall, for a period beginning on March 31, 2000 and ending on March 31, 2010, be rented only for such rentals as shall be affordable by lower or moderate income families; and


WHEREAS, by letter dated April 18, 2006, the attorney for Janine R. Zezas advised Randall Benson, Tewksbury Township Zoning Officer, that Ms. Zezas and her family was requesting a hardship waiver which would permit the Zezas family to reside in the tack house during the time that substantial renovations and remodeling are done on the main house, rendering it uninhabitable during the period that the renovations and remodeling are taking place, and


WHEREAS, the Zezas family estimates that the period of construction for the main house will take approximately twelve (12) months, and


WHEREAS, the Zezas family has advised, through their attorney, that they be permitted to move into the tack house during this construction period, which will enable them to sell their current home and, thus, not be subjected to the burden of carrying two mortgages, which would cause the Zezas family economic hardship, and


WHEREAS, the Zezas family has advised through their attorney that they have two school age children who will be attending school in Tewksbury Township, and by permitting the family to move into the tack house, this would give the children the opportunity to become acclimated and familiar with their surroundings during the summer months and begin school in Tewksbury Township in September of 2006, and


WHEREAS, the Zezas family, through their attorney, has advised that, if the Township grants the temporary hardship waiver of the Affordable Housing Agreement, Janine R. Zezas has agreed to file an amendment to the Tewksbury Affordable Housing Agreement which currently encumbers the property, which would extend the expiration date of the deed restrictions on the property for a period of time equal to the time during which the Zezas family occupied the affordable unit, and


WHEREAS, the attorney for Janine R. Zezas has provided a form of extension of deed restriction which has been reviewed and approved by Tewksbury Township’s attorney, and


WHEREAS, Janine R. Zezas and her family have established that they would experience hardship if they are not permitted to move into the tack house, and have agreed to extend the deed restrictions so that the Township will obtain an extension of the deed restriction on the tack house, which is currently a vacant property.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the tack house located on 11 Sutton Road, Block 11, Lot 7 of the Township of Tewksbury is suspended from the Tewksbury Township Affordable Housing Program for the period of time equal to the time that the main house is unable to be occupied during the completion of renovations and remodeling to the same, but no later than July 31, 2007, upon the following express conditions:

1. The Zezas family shall vacate the tack house unit as soon as the renovations and remodeling to the main house located on the Property are complete, but no later than July 31, 2007, which date shall not be further extended;
2. At such time as the Zezas family vacates the tack house, the tack house unit shall be returned to Tewksbury Township’s Affordable Housing Program;
Prior to the occupation of the tack house unit by the Zezas family, an amendment to the Tewksbury Affordable Housing Agreement which currently encumbers the Property shall be executed by the Clerk of the Township of Tewksbury and Janine R. Zezas and recorded by Janine R. Zezas, which extends the expiration date of the deed restrictions on the Property until July 31, 2011.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Altavilla praised the offices of Gebhardt and Kiefer for their work and cooperation in this matter.

9.
Reports
· Township Committee Sub Committee 
Dr. Clarke-Kudless thanked the Mayor and Mr. Kenyon for their work done in advance with the school budget.

Mr. Kenyon stated that the Township budget is on schedule and the Township is doing fiscally well.  He noted the recent discussions held regarding the high school budget.   

Mr. Van Doren stated his thanks to the Deputy Commissioner of the DOT regarding the new signs at exit 24 (Route 78).

Mayor Voyce noted a meeting he recently attended to discuss construction of T-61:  the plan is to start mid July and be completed in September.  It was added that T-87 will close at the close of school.  It was additionally noted that wood chips were removed from the stream by the County road workers.

Mr. Tauber noted that there is a new historic district sign on Route 512 outside of Pottersville.  He added that there have been serious accidents in the Township needing the services of a medi-vac.    
· Township Attorney
Mrs. Kopen noted the following items from her report.
· Regarding the Young matter:  two additional mortgages have been discovered.
· Information was distributed regarding the County Library matter.

· Tax Board hearings will commence 05/10/06.  Mrs. Kopen will represent the Township.

Mr. Van Doren asked that Mrs. Kopen report to the Township Committee at the 06/13/06 meeting regarding the financial ramifications related to Gullo and Garson.

Mr. Tauber restated his request to have Mrs. Kopen review the reason as to why a citizen would not be given an opportunity to speak in the North Hunterdon Court. 
· Mrs. Kopen stated that she would draft an Ordinance to address the previously discussed matter:  if a COAH unit is removed from the COAH program, the time line be restarted at year one if an extension were to be allowed.

Discussion followed regarding the matter of the North Hunterdon Municipal Court.  Mr. Van Doren cautioned that the Township was only hearing one side of the issue from the members of the public.   

· Township Engineer
Mr. Holt noted the following items from his report.

· Information will be disseminated to the public regarding the drought conditions as they currently apply in the State.

· Information will be included in an upcoming newsletter regarding Stormwater Management.
Mr. Tauber noted that there should be a sign at the Christy/Bartles site to notify the public of the work being done on the property.

· Treatment work is moving on schedule on the Christy/Bartles site.  Topsoil is being moved to the Pascale site (from Bartles).  An additional well will be drilled on the site.  NORWESCAP and UCP are in the final stages of plan preparation.
Mr. Tauber requested that information regarding Stormwater Quality be made available to the general public as quickly and efficiently as possible.

· Drainage projects will go out to bid in late May for award in June and construction in July.

· Roadway surfacing will go out to re-bid immediately.

· Discussion followed concerning how to remedy the turf situation at the Christie Hoffman Farm (CHF).  Additional comments were heard regarding field rotation and over-use.
Mr. Landon stated that the Tewksbury Athletic Association (TAA) has offered to assist with funding to remedy the field condition at CHF.  He added that bids with two alternates should be ready to be awarded 6/13/06.   

Mr. Van Doren stated his ongoing concern with work done on Township projects by “fly by night” contractors.

In response to a concern raised by Dr. Clarke-Kudless, Mr. Holt confirmed that a representative from Suburban Consulting Engineers would be on site to oversee work on all Township projects.

Mr. Kenyon made a motion authorizing preparation of bids for rehabilitating the field at CHF, including specifications to address the matter of watering, dirt and sod radius and locale, for both seed and sod, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Additional discussion followed concerning the process of pre-qualifying bidders and the difficulty with disqualifying bidders.

· Township Administrator

Mr. Landon noted the following items from his report.

· Discussion followed concerning whether the Township wished to contribute toward the hiring of a forensic accountant related to the high school budget.
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to pay $800.00 towards the hiring of a forensic accountant related to the high school budget, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  Tauber.
· The loan for the Oldwick Fire Company is on track and should be prepared in the form of an Ordinance for the 6/13/06 meeting.  Discussion followed concerning the presence of Township Bond Counsel at the Local Finance Board.  

· A meeting needs to be scheduled to further discuss the matter of Police services for Califon Borough.

· The matter of the library will be discussed at the 5/23/06 meeting.

· A memo from Shana Crane regarding PIG projects will be discussed at an upcoming Agriculture Advisory Board meeting.

Mr. Tauber made a motion authorizing the Land Use Administrator to acquired appraisals for the Koebel property, seconded by Mr. Tauber. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Van Doren.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless questioned the status of receipt of the sidewalk grant for Oldwick.  It was stated that work could commence in 2006 but would not be completed for several years.  

10.
Public Participation

Mr. Storms noted that the movement of soil onto the Pascale property will have to be carefully monitored specifically with regard to his adjoining property.
Mark Wood, President of the TAA stated his concern with the field situation in the Township, adding that the he and the TAA are willing to assist with monetary donation(s) and assisting with bid specifications for the field at CHF.
11.
Township Committee Comments

Dr. Clarke-Kudless noted that several articles for the upcoming newsletter have been discussed at tonight’s meeting.  She commented on the ongoing discussion regarding adopting new Ordinances and the difficulty with enforcement with specific attention being paid to the dispute resolution program.
Mr. Kenyon agreed with comments made by Dr. Clarke-Kudless regarding enforcement of specific Ordinances.

Mr. Van Doren questioned if the Township Committee was going to respond to a letter from David Barnes regarding the situation with a Planning Board member.   

Mr. Van Doren stated his praise of the equestrian event that was held on the last weekend in April at Cedar Lane Farm.
With regard to adopting additional Ordinances, Mayor Voyce noted that first the problem must be identified, then it must be determined at what point the problem becomes abusive and how to enforce the new Ordinance must be determined.   

12.
Executive Session

At  10:50 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #67-2006
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

13.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 11:10 PM.

14.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:10 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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