EQUESTRIAN MEETING MINUTES - April 22, 2009
The Tewksbury Township Equestrian Committee met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m.
Present:  Dana Desiderio (DD), Patty Clucas (PC), Ilaria Borghese (IB), Eric Ryan (ER).

Absent:  Don Broughton (DB).

Public:  There was no one from the public in attendance.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT

Opening Meeting

DD opened the meeting.  PC approved the minutes from the February 25, 2009 meeting, and they were seconded by DD.  IB and ER were both in favor.

Topics Discussed at this Meeting

2009 Budget

DD said that the 2009 budget was submitted to the Township Committee.  DD has not yet heard from Shana regarding the approval of the budget.  DD will contact Shana to check its status.
Welcome Baskets
Committee members discussed the “disappearance” of the welcome baskets since they were unaware of any new Township residents who received welcome baskets in the past 2+ years.  DD has been trying to locate the welcome baskets and feels that these baskets are important to introduce new Township residents to this equestrian community.
Equestrian Committee Brochure  
Richard Pye had completed the brochure at the end of his 2008 term.  PC and DD will try to locate the computerized version of this brochure.  DD has an old hard copy of the brochure as well.  

Committee members feel that the brochure is instrumental in bringing awareness of this equestrian-based community and its varied equestrian-related activities to Township residents and visitors.  In addition, PC noted that the brochure will help to distinguish the Equestrian Committee from other equestrian-related committees.  Specifically, PC and others felt that there was some confusion by the general public between the Equestrian Committee and the Tewksbury Trail Association.  

IB and DD feel strongly that the brochure needs to be distributed throughout the community.  Several distribution ideas were mentioned including making the brochure available in area stores (e.g., General Store, Beval’s, Oldwick Animal Hospital) as well as in conjunction with other equestrian-related organizations [e.g., link on the Tewksbury Trail Association website (www.tta-nj.org)].  

DD made allowances in the 2009 budget for printing and distribution costs.
“ Horse Crossing” Signs

Committee members discussed getting a map of proposed horse crossing signs (picture of horse and rider only).  It was mentioned that Richard Pye said that these signs could be placed anywhere the Committee deemed necessary, even county roads.  DD is checking on this.
Christie Hoffman Park

PC will check the ditch jump to make sure that the grass has grown in, and will contact maintenance to have stone dust added to take-off and landing.  Once the stone dust is in place, PC will remove the white ribbon across the jump, and the ditch jump will then be accessible.

PC will also follow up on replacing mulch on horse trails with stone dust, which lasts longer.  ER then suggested that the Parks Maintenance Committee contact the Equestrian Committee prior to performing maintenance in the park, so that work that is done does not have to be undone.

PC mentioned that Morgan is organizing a Jumping Derby at the park, and will check with him to see if other jumps need to be added.  The Committee had made a budget request of $2,500 for additional jumps.
Miscellaneous

Committee members expressed frustration about the Equestrian Committee since it was felt that it had been unproductive in the past.  DD stated that the Mayor felt that the Equestrian Committee was of importance to the Township and should be maintained.  The present Committee members are eager to make this year’s Committee more productive and visible in the community.  
PC said that she spoke with Richard Pye who has a “box of stuff” from the Committee.  PC said she would pick it up.

Both DD and IB expressed interest in attending the Emergency Rescue training course.  DD is waiting to hear if the monies in budget for this course are approved. 

IB inquired about the status of other Township parks.  PC mentioned the park across from Centerline (name unknown), and it is believed that there is another park as well, but no Committee member knew of it.  IB requested the possible addition of a few log jumps on the trails of park across from Centerline.
ER pointed out that we lost our Fox Hound liaison when Richard Pye resigned, and that the Committee needs to reach out to them to inquire about any equestrian-related needs.

PC and ER gave their new e-mail addresses since e-mailed correspondence has old addresses.  DD noted the changes.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. by motion of Eric Ryan and seconded by Dana Desiderio.
The next meeting of the Equestrian Committee will be June 24 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ilaria Borghese
