TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 23, 2008 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, William Mennen, and Shaun Van Doren.

Committeeman Robert Hoffman was not in attendance.


Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk, Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney, Frank Banisch, Township Planner and Andrew Holt, Township Engineer were in attendance.

There were approximately forty members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Mr. Mennen requested copies of items “j” and “ff”.
With regard to item “s” Mr. Mennen stated that he would be able to attend.

It was noted that a meeting is scheduled for 10/1/08 in Chester Township with the 24th Legislative group:  Mr. Mennen stated that he was available to attend. 

Mr. Van Doren stated that he did not receive the attachment to the letter from the HC Planning Board regarding a listing of county farms.

Mr. DiMare questioned item “q” on the Correspondence List.  It was noted that the property in question is located within 200 feet of Township owned property.

4. 
Public Participation

Carmen Natale stated that the Cub Scouts had a camp out at Fairmount North on September 20 and all went well.  He thanked Hayden Hull and members of the Public Works department for their last minute help with the event.

David Barnes questioned the matter of filled wetlands in the Pottersville Preserve and what generated the work order to “dump fill in the headwaters”.  He stated that he had spoken with Hayden Hull and Mayor Voyce regarding the matter and questioned why the Township would disregard environmental laws and fill in a wetland.  He also questioned what the Township was going to do to rectify the mater.
Mayor Voyce stated that the path into the woods needs to be maintained and he was unsure what would have generated a work order.  He added that the work needed to be done and perhaps there could have been another way of doing so.  
Mr. Landon opined that there was no filling of wetlands.
Mr. Barnes reiterated that the former path was not accessible by vehicular traffic.  
He stated that he was opposed to the work done on the property and that the Township should restore the property to its original condition.
5.
Actions to be taken
· Consent Agenda


Mr. Mennen requested that the authorization to have the Township Committee authorize survey work for PIG services (Tewksbury Associates, Melick, Kneser) be removed from the Consent Agenda.

He had a question regarding a claim related to North Hunterdon Municipal Court.  
Mr. Van Doren stated that he would discuss the Court matter later in the meeting.

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Hoffman.  

RESOLUTION #132-2008

CHAPTER 159

TO ACCEPT FUNDS FROM STATE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the Budget of any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury has received $1,281.47 from the State Department of the Treasury and wishes to amend its 2008 Budget to include this amount as a revenue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget of the year 2008 in the sum of $1,281.47 which is now available as a revenue from:

Revenues – State Department of the Treasury

State Recycling Fund
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk forward one (1) copy of this Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

_________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION NO. 133-2008    

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE FOR FERN VALLY (ECO HILL) SUBDIVISION

WHEREAS, Back to Nature Landscaper Associates, Inc., was the developer of property known as Block 15, Lot 3 as shown on the Tewksbury Township Tax Map; and

WHEREAS, there remains the sum of $195,740.04, which is the amount of the Performance Bond; and

WHEREAS, the developer has requested release of the Performance Bond; and

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has inspected all of the improvements and has rendered an opinion that all of the improvements are acceptable and in accordance with the approved plans, as well as the Ordinances of the Township of Tewksbury; and

WHEREAS, said Engineer recommends the release of the Performance Bond; and 

WHEREAS, the release of the Performance Bond is conditioned upon the developer posting a Maintenance Bond in accordance with the Ordinance requirements of the Township of Tewksbury; and 

WHEREAS, the Township has required the developer to obtain a maintenance guarantee which shall be posted in the amount of $83,554.80 (15% of the cost of site improvements less landscaping $557,032) for the duration of two years in accordance with the NJ MLUL and an additional landscape maintenance guarantee in the amount of $15,242.55 (15% of the value of the landscaping improvements $101,617) for a period of five years in accordance with the approving resolutions; and 

WHEREAS, because the developer, Back to Nature could not obtain a maintenance bond for landscaping for more than a two year period, the developer, Back to Nature has obtained an additional two-year maintenance bond for landscaping at the end of the initial two-year maintenance bond period and an additional bond at the end of the second two-year maintenance bond period and for one year after that bond period ends; and 

WHEREAS, these series of maintenance bond periods are to total the five year maintenance bond period for the landscaping as required by the Township of Tewksbury Planning Board Resolution #04-28 memorialized May 19, 2004; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the Performance Bond posted for Fern Valley (Eco Hill) Subdivision for the aforesaid development shall be released  upon the condition that the developer post a series of a Maintenance Bonds which total a five-year maintenance bond period in accordance with the Township of Tewksbury Planning Board Resolution #04-28 memorialized May 19, 2004.

_________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #134-2008

TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A HIGHLANDS 

INITIAL ASSESSMENT GRANT APPLICATION

WHEREAS, in recognition of the costs associated with local government efforts to conform to the Regional Master Plan (RMP), the Highlands Act provided a funding mechanism through the creation of the Highlands Protection Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Highlands Protection Fund includes significant grant funds that are available for municipalities and counties seeking to conform or considering voluntary conformance with the RMP; and

WHEREAS, the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council (Highlands Council) has adopted an Initial Assessment Grant Program.  This grant program will fund preliminary municipal and county Plan Conformance activities for lands within the Preservation Area where conformance is mandatory, as well as in the Planning Area where conformance is voluntary. These grants will allow local jurisdictions and counties to engage their professionals to assess the requirements and benefits of Plan Conformance; and

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township believes that it is in the best interest of the Township of Tewksbury to apply to the Highlands Council for an Initial Assessment Grant.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury hereby authorizes the submission of the aforementioned Highlands Initial Assessment Grant Application to the Highlands Council.

_________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 09/23/08

· Minutes of 09/09/08 

· Executive session minutes of 09/09/08

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Blue Light Permit application for Colin Burt and Andrew Buterbaugh 

· Authorization to have Municipal Clerk sign OFC Membership Application for Michael Manella

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings & Determinations for 11-14-08 Haytown Nursery School Casino Night

· Authorization to have Clerk sign Application for Special Permit for Social Affair for 11-14-08 Haytown Nursery School Casino Night

· Authorization to have Mayor sign discharge of Mortgage- John Sherlock

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to have the survey work for PIG services for Tewksbury Associates, Melick and Kneser done based on the recommendation of the Land Use Administrator, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Hoffman.  Abstain:  Mennen.

· Township Committee to authorize survey work for PIG services (Tewksbury Associates, Melick, Kneser) 

6.
Work Session Topics

· COAH

Mr. Selvaggi explained how COAH’s adopted 3rd round regulation rules were revised earlier this year and how important it is to go through tonight’s discussion and process as the first step towards approving the Housing Plan to be submitted to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA). He explained the reasons why the Township should seek to avoid a builder’s remedy and the fact that COAH and affordable housing rules and regulations are a constitutional obligation to which all New Jersey municipalities must abide.
Mr. Selvaggi stated that the housing plan should be introduce in October and ratified and sent to the DCA by years’ end in order to be protected from any legal challenge.  He added that there currently are two lawsuits challenging COAH obligations and regulations and he was unsure of the outcome, adding that the Township might be back in two to three months time depending on the outcome of the suits.  It was noted that the Governor has announced that 115,000 units will have to be built in the State and each municipality will have to build their share of the stated amount.

Frank Banisch explained that COAH’s rules are changing and the Township’s obligations have increased, but the good news is that the Township is in good shape with regard to not having a builder’s remedy and the COAH process has been handled well.

A description of the administrative process was explained with regard to the design and assignment of the fair share numbers.  Mr. Banisch noted that there are different techniques with regard to achieving affordable housing units:  the rehabilitation of homes (of which the Township has not availed itself), accessory apartments, and Regional Contribution Agreements (RCA).  He noted that 61units were provided through RCA’s in past rounds.  

An explanation of the dates of the various rounds was given:  the first round being from 1987-1993, the second round from 1993-1999 and the third and current round that started in 1999 and will be finished in 2018.

Mr. Banisch noted that the Township needs to present a Housing Plan to COAH before the end of 2008 and have it certified.  He reiterated that the Township is in good shape with regard to the plan and most of the total obligations have been met.
Further explanation of the Township’s total affordable housing obligation was discussed and Mr. Banisch stated that the initial number was 221 affordable units.  A lengthy discussion followed regarding prior round numbers, the fact that RCA’s can no longer be utilized and the changes in residential and non residential growth numbers.  Further comments were made regarding the fact of RCA’s not being allowable in the Highlands area; it was not clear if this refers to the preservation or planning area.
Mr. Banisch noted that the good news is that there currently are only about 20 affordable homes that will need to be built to fulfill the Township’s obligation and he recommended that the Township move ahead with completing the plan for submission to the State by year’s end.
Mr. Banisch noted that a letter will be forthcoming from the Highlands Council (HC) regarding their meeting on 9/18/08 regarding a possible extension of the COAH deadline to reach compliance with the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  It was stressed that the two entities (COAH and the HC) need to reach consensus, and the Governor has stated that the environmental issues will take precedence over COAH needs.

Mr. Van Doren noted that even if the plan is filed by the end of 2008, at least two changes could occur because of the pending lawsuits.

Discussion followed regarding Mr. Van Doren’s question regarding the possible receipt of grant funding from the HC.

Mr. Mennen questioned how the revision to the growth share calculation would affect municipalities within the Highlands region.

Mr. Banisch stated that he had hoped COAH would have endorsed the previously mentioned HC letter.

Frank Quinn questioned if nothing comes out of the two pending lawsuits, would the projected number of 20 units be impacted.

Mr. Selvaggi noted that the important initial step is to have the Housing Plan Element of the Master Plan introduced and adopted by both the Township Committee and the Land Use Board before the end of 2008.

Further discussion followed regarding the lands that were incorrectly assumed to be available for the building of affordable units; including runways, median strips, back yards and cemeteries. 

Mr. Mennen noted that the available areas are being looked at through a “municipal set of eyes” and if the State reviews the matter, the numbers might be higher.

Mr. Selvaggi stated that Mr. Banisch is working on “trying to hit a moving target” and he did not think that the number would increase, although he reiterated that the Governor has firmly stated that 115,000 units will be constructed.
In response to a question from Maureen Chatfield it was explained that accessory apartments are located in many areas in the Township.  A brief explanation of how a home owner goes about building an accessory apartment was given.

Don Gross questioned how best to keep the number of required units at the discussed amount. 
Kurt Rahenkamp questioned if the COAH houses would have to be constructed over a period of years, noting that the growth will be gradual.

Basil Hone noted that the 44 units at the former Hovnanian site were not constructed and he questioned if it was prudent to include this number.

Mr. Banish stated that the Housing Plan should be submitted with these numbers as they were valid numbers when the plan was initially submitted.  He added that COAH will look at the details and if they are not acceptable, something different will be done.  He recommended including these numbers in the submitted Plan.

Additional comments were made by Mr. Hone regarding the build out of vacant land and zoning matters.
In response to a question from Art Burton the true definition of affordable housing was outlined.  
Mr. Banisch described the various levels of affordable housing: median, moderate, low and very low, adding that the income level is based on the number in the household.
He added that the intent of COAH is to allow all individuals to be part of a community and to open up to individuals of all means.
In response to a question from Frank Candela it was state that when an accessory apartment is no longer a valid COAH unit, the credit for that unit remains.

In response to a question from David Barnes, Mr. Selvaggi stated that the “Dracula Act” would not allow for the reinstatement of the NJPDES permit for the former Hovnanian project south of Oldwick as it is located in the Highlands area. 

Further comments were made as to whether the State would hold the Township to the number that will be submitted in the Housing Plan if they were to come up with a lower number.

Mr. Selvaggi noted that the prevailing law cannot punish a municipality for complying with the requirements.

In response to a question from Carmen Natale it was stated that the UCP development has 18 affordable units, the Toll Brothers development has two and the proposed NORWESCAP development will have 18.

Wilma Frey discussed the review of water quality management plan amendments by the HC and how many have been found inconsistent with the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  She added that the area south of Oldwick is in a protected zone with many environmentally sensitive qualities and she opined that a NJPDES permit would undoubtedly not be renewed.  She added that the 44 units slated for this property should not be included in the number submitted to COAH.

Mr. Van Doren agreed that the Township should be proactive and have a back up plan if COAH says the 44 units have to be removed.

Frances Spann noted that the plan as submitted to COAH was never certified as an objection was filed and she questioned the viability of the discussed 44 units south of Oldwick.
Additional comments were made regarding a HC Planning Board presentation regarding alternate ways to fulfill COAH obligations.  She opined that the Township needs to look at COAH’s methodology of designating available vacant land from the Planning Area.

Additional discussion followed regarding the concept of a zero sum gain.

Mr. Van Doren stated that the matter of farmland preservation was shifted to the planning area and this work should continue.
James Stainner questioned if two family housing would be considered in the affordable housing plan.  The matter of providing jobs to families living in affordable units was briefly discussed.  
Mr. Banisch apologized to Mr. Hone for not returning his call in a timely manner.

Basil Hone read the following into the minutes of the meeting.
“As the Township Committee knows 2/3 of Tewksbury falls within the Preservation Area demarcated under the Highlands Regional Master plan, and 1/3 within the Planning Area -- that is the land lying southerly and easterly of the ridge that runs across the township from northeast to southwest. Tewksbury is bound to conform with the RMP in respect of the Preservation Area but can choose whether or not to do so in respect of the Planning Area.

CST recommends that Tewksbury should conform the Planning Area with the RMP, not only because of the environmental protection afforded to the township against future development pressures, not only because of the vital importance for us and for our neighbors in this State of safeguarding (as the Highlands Act puts it) an essential source of drinking water for half of the State’s population, while preserving other exceptional natural resources such as clean air, contiguous forest lands, wetlands, pristine watersheds and habitat for fauna and flora, but also, as importantly, to provide us with a shield against the decision of COAH to force intensive development on rural, less developed towns like Tewksbury in order to generate affordable housing.

Governor Corzine declared shortly after the start of his term in 2006 that NJ must produce 100,000 affordable units in 10 years by 2016. With the Round 3 ending in 2018, the 100,000 units has grown to 115,000 and that number has not changed despite the recognition by the State that there must be reductions to COAH’s numbers for Highlands towns. Highlands Council Executive Director Eileen Swan told her Council only last week that strict environmental constraints would limit the number of new COAH housing units in those municipalities THAT CHOOSE TO CONFORM TO THE REGIONAL MASTER PLAN.

COAH’s growth projections require that where it is not possible for a town to meet its affordable obligation, the shortfall is to be distributed amongst its neighbors. Accordingly, where a Highlands town conforming with the RMP has its affordable allocation reduced, that reduction will end up being distributed amongst Highlands towns that choose not to conform their Planning Areas with the RMP.

Tewksbury should not be prepared accept this additional burden by refraining from conforming the Planning Area to the RMP.

To those who say “Let’s wait and see” because a decision to “opt in” the Planning Area can be made at any time, CST responds that by delaying a decision Tewksbury may well find the COAH horse has left the stable. If we file a HE&FSP by the end of this year - as we will be bound to do if we have not started the process of “opting in” by then - we are buying into COAH’s interpretation of the affordable obligations of towns in the Highlands Region, including its determination of ultimate build out capacity of Tewksbury.

Given COAH’s record of changing the rules in the middle of the game - such as disqualifying RCAs and revising Round 3 obligations after many towns had petitioned for substantive certification at considerable cost - Tewksbury should not take the risk of losing the protection of the Highlands Council’s analysis of growth capacity vs the COAH version by holding over any decision on “opting in” until 2009 or later.

The documents CST has submitted demonstrate our exposure in the future to meet COAH’s continuing demands upon towns to produce affordable housing. Thus, after coping with the Round 3 obligation, COAH claims Tewksbury has the capacity to provide a further 331 affordable units. If however we have “opted in” our Planning Area in a timely fashion, the Highlands Council projects our capacity at 10% of the COAH number, at 32 affordable units.

This CST submission addresses the importance of  “opting in” Tewksbury’s Planning Area at this time as a safeguard against COAH’s requirements, the subject of this evening’s discussion. 

“Opting in” also offers our township other advantages such as a legal shield against attacks on our land use laws and priority in obtaining grants or loans related to land conservation purposes.

For all these reasons CST strongly recommends that the Township Committee prepare to challenge COAH’s projections of Tewksbury’s capacity to produce affordable housing by taking the first step in the process of “opting in” our Planning Area by applying for an initial assessment grant to pay for the township’s evaluation of the costs/benefits of plan conformance - as our Hunterdon County neighbors Alexandria, Bethlehem, Bloomsbury, Hampton, Lebanon and Union have done, as also Bedminster, Mendham and Chester. Not only will such a step buy Tewksbury a year for submission of its HE&FSP, but it ensures that the Highlands Council will be part of the process in determining what the township’s affordable housing obligation will be in Round 3 and in the future beyond that.”   

Mayor Voyce noted the previous adoption of Resolution #134-2008. 

· Christie Hoffman Farm (CHF) Barn
The summary report as prepared by John Dalessio was read by Mayor Voyce and is included at the end of the minutes.

Mr. Van Doren stated that he would like to see the barn used and that it would be a shame to see it torn down as it is the only remaining farm complex remaining in the Township that is owned by the Township.  He added that there is grant money available from the State and the Township should get estimates to stabilize the structure.

Mr. DiMare questioned if the structure is architecturally significant and if monies should be spent to make the barn a habitable structure.  He added that the report does not address how to solve the problem and costs involved.

Mayor Voyce reiterated that a cost estimate should be done in order to stabilize the structure.  Discussion followed regarding how to figure out an ultimate use(s) for the barn.

Mr. Mennen questioned the source of funds for the proposed project, adding that expectations should not be given to the public that funds are readily available.  Mr. Van Doren suggested that local groups look at the possibility of fund raising.

It was noted that the building cannot be entered at this time and the perimeter should be surrounded by snow fencing immediately.

Kurt Rahenkamp stated that he read the report and questioned if the silo is essential to the building.  He added that the Tewksbury Historical Society has some funds available and is also in need of a space to store historic artifacts.

It was reiterated that the building be should be surrounded by fencing a bid proposals should be received for stabilizing the building.

Carmen Natale stated that the parks Committee is in favor of using the structure for multi-use purposes.
· Engineer 

Andrew Holt discussed the Bartles Phase IV project regarding the site work around the house which will include a parking area for the three apartments and the final site restoration and landscaping. As the future of the NORWESCAP project has no definite start date, no work will be done on that portion of the property.  Phase IV will include the extension of the walking trail from the southern part of site to the Oldwick Fire Company building.
Mr. Van Doren stated that the Committee has questions regarding the problems related to the detention basin and parking area flooding.  He questioned whose fault this was and who would pay for its correction, adding that he was opposed to including anything in bid specs that relate to the detention basin.  

Mr. Holt stated that this was previously addressed in his July report in that both UCP and the Township were ultimately responsible and interim measures were recommended to address the flooding issues.  He added that this was done at Suburban Consulting Engineers’ (SCE) cost and the outlet structure and emergency spillway were modified.  He added that the final remedy in the stormwater management design is to lower the detention basin by one foot and this cost will be borne by the Township.

Discussion followed regarding why the detention basin needs to be lowered, and the fact that the site has been an active construction for 5+ years is the reason the basin is filling with sediment.

Mr. Holt added that the removed sediment can be used on site, adding that the cost of the removal of excess silt will be borne by SCE, but the Township will have to pay for the lowering.

In response to a question by Mr. Van Doren, Mr. Landon stated that the removal of 500 cubic yards of sediment was not something that the DPW could do.
In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mr. Landon stated that the agreement was that the Township will be responsible for the site infrastructure as opposed to the individual groups on site. 
Additional discussion followed regarding the fact that NORWESCAP still is an active construction site and their storm drains should be covered and loose soils stabilized.

Further comments were made regarding the fact that once a construction site is completed, the detention basin will function and only require quarterly inspections.

In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mr. Holt stated that the normal cost for earth work is between $5 and $10 per cubic yard.

Mr. Van Doren opined that there should be alternates in the bid regarding removal of silt from the detention basin as he did not want to see the matter come up in later years if the basin were to fill up again.  He stressed that he did not want to spend money more than once.

The following discussion regarding sidewalks in Oldwick was introduced by Mr. Holt who explained that the discussion started in 2006.  The project encompassed a root survey where the initial project was proposed, but deed and right-of-way research was not completed.

Later in 2008, the Sidewalk subcommittee met to further discuss the matter and to look at other options.  The subcommittee’s recommendation was to repair the east side of Church Street and work south onto Old Turnpike Road.

Mr. Landon stated there is $148,500 remaining in grant funds and the grant is valid for another 2-3 years.

Discussion followed as to how much sidewalk could be constructed with the remaining funds.

Mr. DiMare questioned why a deed survey and field work to repair the sidewalks was necessary from an engineering point of view.

Mr. Holt stated that it is necessary to know if the area(s) are located on public or private land.

Mr. Landon agreed that engineering work should be done, adding that he has received calls from local businesses asking when the sidewalk project would begin.

.
Mr. Van Doren stated that the work on Old Turnpike Road should be minimal as there are existing sidewalks on both sides of the street; he added that the sidewalk should continue from the Community Center to UCP.

Mr. Mennen stated that he was not prepared to spend additional monies on engineering fees as he felt the monies spent was essentially wasted.

Mr. Holt noted that if he were authorized to move along with the project, he would prepare construction plans for the area and integrate this into the bid specs for the full scope of the project.

With regard to Mr. Mennen’s question, additional discussion followed as to why engineering work is needed for the project and why the DPW could not do the construction work.

Mr. Landon stated that he will check the language of the grant to see if there were any specific standards and restrictions related to the construction.  

Further discussion followed regarding ADA compliance and the need for the local Historic Preservation Commission to agree with the plans.

Mayor Voyce noted that the point of the matter is that the Committee needs to know what it will take to repair and replace the existing sidewalks with the available grant monies.
Mr. Holt stated that Church Street needs to be evaluated and a public bid by a contractor needs to be solicited with minimum specification standards.
In response to a suggestion by Mr. Mennen, Mr. Landon stated that it would not be a good idea to have the DPW perform the work and that it would be most efficient to go out to bid and have the work done by a licensed contractor.  
Mr. Van Doren suggested that the project be done in phases.

Additional comments were made by Mr. Mennen that the public needs to be involved in the matter.  He added that he did not “want to be obstructionist”, but did not want to spend additional monies to do a possible unnecessary study.

Mr. DiMare suggested that the Engineer be instructed to perform the necessary work related to existing deed, plotting and the determination of right of ways and if the ability exists to do the work, then the project should proceed.  He added that additional engineering work might not be necessary.

It was the consensus of the full Township Committee that a special meeting should be held to further discuss the matter of sidewalks in Oldwick.

Mr. Holt stated that he would speak with the Tax Assessor to review the tax maps.

8.
 Township Committee Comments

Mr. Van Doren noted that the Court Committee had a meeting last week to deal with the matter related to the withdrawal of Clinton Township.  A letter was sent to the Clinton Township Mayor along with a reimbursement check for approximately $9,700.00 as their share of the surplus minus various costs.  He noted that there are approximately 30 Clinton cases left with the Court.  It was noted that the 2009 Court Budget will involve cuts across the board.

Discussion followed regarding the fact that Tewksbury is losing money with the new system.

Further discussion followed Mr. Mennen’s remark that Tewksbury is $50,000 to $60,000 “in the hole” and how this affects the entire Court budget.
Mr. Mennen noted that the trash cans and recycling containers at the Oldwick field are working well.  He noted that the Land Use sub-committee met to discuss the proposed Special Events Ordinance and it will be presented to the Committee for review and possible introduction at an upcoming meeting.

Mayor Voyce stated that advertisement was placed on the Township website regarding staffing the Pascale Advisory Subcommittee.

9.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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