BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES OF MARCH 7, 2006

The Tewksbury Township Board of Health met in regular session at 7:30 P.M. on the above date, in the Mountainville Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, NJ.  

Chairperson Peter Goyer presided.

Other members present were Shirley Czajkowski , Anthony Formica, Janet Masterton and alternates Richard Mahevich and Zia Shey.

Anthony Miele was not in attendance.

Evan Stampoulos of the Hunterdon County Department of Health was also present.  

1. Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Goyer.

2.
Action to be Taken
Block 37

Lot 7


Drainage Plan – Stickel

Robert Zeberbaum, of RBZ Enterprises, Inc. presented plans for a revised drainage system located on Block 37, Lot 7.  Mr. Zederbaum stated that he spoke with Township Engineer Andrew Holt, who requested that the trench along the driveway be removed and the equivalent volume (of earth) be replaced into a drywell system located to the rear of the driveway.  It was noted that this is the direction in which the water naturally flows.  Mr. Zederbaum stated that this correction will ensure that the required stormwater management system will not be jeopardized.  It was noted that a letter dated 2/8/06 has been received from the Township Engineer advising the BOH Secretary of their approval of the revision.

In response to a question by Mr. Stampoulos, Mr. Zederbaum stated that the location of the dry well will be handled on an as-built basis and revised prints have not been received by the HCDOH.  Mr. Stampoulos noted that the HCDOH will have to make an on-site inspection of the abandonment of the trench.

Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the alterations for the property located on Block 37, Lot 7 with the dry well location as explained, seconded by Mr. Formica.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Mahevich, Shey.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Masterton, Miele.
Ms. Masterton arrived at 7:35 PM.

Block 44

Lot 22

Oldwick Fire Company (OFC)
John Melick, chairman of the Building Committee of the OFC was present to request that a temporary certificate of occupancy (CO) be given to the OFC for their new fire house.  Mr. Melick recited a history of the building of the site, noting that a request was heard “maybe three years ago” to install a temporary holding tank to service the building.  This request was made because the start up date for the treatment plant being constructed for other projects on the property may be after the completion of the OFC building.

Mr. Melick stated that the installation and design (including permits) of a 500 gallon temporary holding tank would cost between $25,000 and $30,000. Additional comments were made regarding the proposed construction of the building and paving on the exterior.  Mr. Melick stated that he spoke with Charles Rogers, Construction Official, who stated that he would not issue a temporary CO and the OFC would have to go to the Hunterdon County Construction Board of Appeals (HCCBOA).

Discussion followed concerning the procedure for applying to the HCCBOA.

Mr. Melick ended his presentation by stating that he would like permission from the BOH to occupy the building on a temporary basis, even though there would be no running water.  Further discussion followed concerning the need to have adequate flow in order to make the wastewater plant function properly.
Discussion followed concerning Mr. Goyer’s question regarding the location of the fire trucks. Mr. Melick stated that there are currently two locations housing trucks and equipment on James Street in Oldwick.
Mr. Goyer expressed concern that there would be no running water at the new facility until the waste water system is up and running and providing sufficient flow.
Ms. Masterton questioned the advantage to moving the trucks to the new site and if it would be a benefit to the residents of the Township.

Mr. Melick stated that there is an exterior well at the site, but it is not hooked into the plumbing system inside the building.  He stated that the members of the OFC are “anxious to get the ball rolling and move the trucks in”.  He opined that seeing a building partially complete and sitting there would be frustrating, and a waste of an asset. 

In response to a question by Dr. Shey, Mr. Melick surmised that the temporary CO would only be needed through 2006.  

Mr. Formica stated that there is no guarantee that the HCCBOA would approve the request, but the BOH should allow the OFC to bring the matter to them, adding that if they deny the request, then the approval of the BOH would have to be rescinded.

Ms. Masterton questioned the disadvantage to having the trucks at the new firehouse with regard to the siren signal.  It was noted that all gear will have to be moved to the new facility and all men will report to the new facility (although there may be “a week or so” when the fire fighters are responding out of two fire houses.

Discussion followed concerning the possibility of having an adverse affect to the response time for a call.

Mr. Goyer stated that the BOH needs a substantial reason why the OFC should take possession of the building at this time, and how it will be a benefit to the community as a whole.  Discussion followed concerning the OFC’s desire to move into the building as quickly as possible.  Additional discussion followed concerning what else needs to be done to complete the building.

Mr. Formica opined that the County might have a problem with the life safety issue if there were no interior plumbing connected.  Mr. Stampoulos noted that the HCDOH did not have a problem with the OFC having an outside water source and utilizing Port-o-Johns.
In response to a question by Mr. Goyer, Mr. Melick stated that neither the old nor the new fire house has a temporary eye wash station.

Mr. Goyer opined that the members of the OFC should be patient and wait until the building is complete.
Dr. Shey, playing devil’s advocate, stated that the resources have been spent and the building is standing fallow:  if there is no harm to the community, the building should be able to be occupied if the BOH is specific in their conditions for temporary use.
Mr. Goyer questioned what would occur if an individual were injured at the (new firehouse) site and the question arose as to what could have been done to prevent the accident.

Mr. Goyer stated that he wants to see the OFC housed in their new building, but having occupancy of a building without all of the designed amenities in place, would be a hazard to the community. He added that approving a temporary CO would need unanimous approval from the Board that any situation that might arise had been considered and approved by the Board. 
Mr. Melick argued that the Melick family has erected agriculture buildings in Lebanon and Tewksbury Townships and they are buildings solely for the storage of equipment with no rest rooms.   

Mr. Goyer opined that it would be very difficult to occupy an office space without running water.  Further discussion followed concerning the possible terms of a temporary CO.  Mr. Melick stated that a final certificate has not been issued for heat, electric or air conditioning.

In consultation with Ms. Masterton, Mr. Goyer stated that the Board needs to discuss the matter further.  Additional discussion was tabled until the April 4, 2006 meeting.  Mr. Melick invited the members of the Board to tour the building at their convenience.

Mr. Melick stated that there are approximately 35 members of the OFC.

In response to a question by Mrs. Czajkowski, Mr. Melick was not able to give a clear answer as to the number of hours that the building would be occupied.  He elaborated on the number of meetings that are held on a regular basis.

In response to a question by Mr. Mahevich, Mr. Melick stated that once the facility where the tanker truck is stored is no longer needed, it will be returned to the Township for their use and the original fire house (that is leased from the Methodist Church) will be retained by the OFC.  Mr. Melick noted that once the new building is occupied, utility costs will increase, even thought the costs associated with the two currently used buildings will decrease slightly.
Block 37

Lot 3.06
Chuck Digney of Dig Engineering was present to discuss the property noted above.  There is an existing four bedroom home with a “suspect” non functioning septic system on the property.  Mr. Digney stated that four soil logs have been dug and water was encountered at 6” (a distance of 24” is needed with new construction).  He added that the property is a poor lot for a septic system and what currently exists is beneath the ground water; the system is basically a tank and a cess pool, there are wetlands in the rear of the property, a pond and poor soil.  Mr. Digney stated that the proposed system would be 7’ above the existing grade.  He added that a GP25 permit has been applied for from the DEP as there are wetlands on the property.  Mr. Digney noted that DEP should permit the installation of a septic alteration with no proposed expansion of use.
Regarding the reserve area, Mr. Digney stated that test holes were dug but not noted on the plan as he did not believe that the DEP would grant the waiver for a reserve area.  He surmised that if a problem were to occur in the future, it would necessitate applying for a second GP25.

Discussion followed concerning Mr. Goyer’s idea to tie into the existing Hunters Glen system.

It was noted that the dwelling appears to not have been lived in for a number of years, and Mr. Digney did not think that the system had ever been functional.

Discussion followed concerning the fact that the back yard will be flatter and more aesthetically pleasing; the system will work and drain correctly.

Mr. Stampoulos noted that the repair is an improvement to the site conditions and complies with all the State codes, but the HCDOH will not grant final approval until the GP25 is issued by the DEP.  Proper distances and square footages of the proposed system are compliant.

Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the waiver for a reserve field and the two foot rule for groundwater (6” exists) for the property located on Block 37, Lot 3.06, seconded by Ms. Masterton. The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Mahevich, Masterton, Shey.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Miele. 

Block 46.01 

Lot 7/Block 47 Lot 48
K. Hovnanian (review of plans)

Mr. Stampoulos noted that the HCDOH reviewed the plans for the above noted block and lot and “…takes no exception to the proposed plat.  The project will be serviced by an onsite sewerage treatment plant and Elizabethtown Water Company.”  

Mr. Formica opined that the BOH should hold review of the plan until the Planning Board approves the subdivision.  He added that there is an issue with the creek located on the property.

Mr. Stampoulos noted that the County has no jurisdiction with regard to water and sewer; the entire jurisdiction belongs to the DEP.

Mr. Goyer made a motion to approve that the Planning Board review the site for construction pending DEP approval based on wetlands, runoff and other environmental issues not specifically made apparent at this BOH meeting, seconded by Mr. Mahevich. The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Mahevich, Masterton, Shey.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Miele. 
Mr. Stampoulos explained the GP25 permit as issued by the DEP.  He stated that it is a permit issued solely for a septic alteration or repair allowing disturbance of a wetlands buffer area.

3.
Correspondence

a. From HCDOH – upcoming distance learning programs

b. From Giordano, Halleran & Ciesla – application for WQMP Revisions for Four Seasons @ Tewksbury

c. From HCDOH – notice of open burning issued 1/20/06 to W.H. Powderly Construction

d. Hunterdon County Communicable Disease Newsletter 2005 wrap-up

e. From HCDOH – calendar of upcoming learning programs

4. 
Minutes

Mr. Goyer made a motion to adopt the minutes of 1/03/06, seconded by Ms. Masterton.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Mahevich, Masterton, Shey.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Miele. 

5.
Reports
Submission of Repairs

Block 36
Lot 5.02
baffle/connecting line

Regan

Block 12
Lot 42

connecting line


Caffe

Certificate of Completion

Block 10
Lot 5.06
well and septic

Block 35
Lot 10.18
well and septic

Block 33
Lot 11.01
well and septic

Block 15
Lot 3.04
well and septic 

Animal Bite Report

12/24/05

Jack Todd

2/2/06


Patricia O’Brien

2/24/06


Robert Hegel

Suspected Hazardous Substance Discharge Notification

12/16/05
Heating Oil #2

24 Welsh Road

1/10/06

heating oil #2

87 Homestead Road

12/02/05
Nitrogen

A.M. Best Company

02/21/06
heating oil #2

39 Homestead Road

6.
Board Member Comments

Discussion followed concerning the existing leash law in the Township.

Additional discussion followed concerning the following item as noted in the agenda.

The Board members questioned the legality of allowing a dog to be licensed in the Township without a rabies shot. It was the consensus of the Board to review the matter further and possibly contact the veterinarians who authorized the non-vaccination of dogs.

There have been approximately six dog owners who have requested that their animals do not receive rabies vaccinations because of related health problems (with the dogs).  Letters stating this fact have been received from licensed veterinarians.  The dogs will receive 2006 licenses, but are not vaccinated.
7.
Adjournment
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta A. Brassard

Board of Health Secretary
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