TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
January 12, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie, Tom Schroth, Teddy Murphy and Mary Ace arrived at 7:45 p.m. 

Absent: 
Laurence Malloy, Greg Storms and Mary Elizabeth Warner.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on October 30, 2008.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  

Chris Teasdale acknowledged that Mayor Louis DiMare was in the audience and invited the mayor to swear in two members of the Commission: Ms. Ace for a three-year term and Mr. Teasdale for a one-year term as Chairperson.  Mr. DiMare administered the oath of office for both commissioners and duly signed the paperwork attesting to same.

Mr. Teasdale handed out the conflict of interest paperwork to all Commissioners and asked them to review and sign during the course of the meeting.

Mr. Teasdale suggested that the Commission reorder the sequence of business, after taking any comments from the public, so as to have the discussion on 2009 priorities while the Mayor was still available.

Mr. Teasdale opened the public portion of the meeting.  Mr. Robert Horton of 227 West Maple Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ came forward to address the Commission.  Mr. Horton spoke of the flooding that has seriously impacted Bound Brook over the last decade or so.  He referenced that within a decade Bound Brook had encountered both a 100-year flood and a 500-year flood.  Mr. Horton had spent time tracking back the source of all tributaries that feed the river and watercourses that flow through Bound Brook.  Although he did not have access to GIS, he had spent his time reviewing maps and had documented upstream tributaries and headwaters in a small booklet (which members of the Environmental Commission had received via U.S. mail).  Mr. Horton suggested that upstream townships like Tewksbury might be able to build a set of flood control systems, such as a series of detention basins, to mitigate the flooding to downstream cities like Bound Brook.  He opined that some sort of tax incentives would most likely have to be extended to homeowners for them to be willing to build such water control systems.  Mr. Teasdale thanked Mr. Horton for his work in tracking the problem back to one of the root causes (i.e., upstream stormwater management).  Mr. Teasdale also noted that one of the challenges he wished to propose to the Environmental Commission was to help the Land Use Board deal with the issue of impervious coverage.  Mr. Teasdale explained to Mr. Horton that homeowners continually come before the Land Use Board to ask for increases in lot coverage above the regulated zoning limits, for such things as pools, tennis courts, extra buildings, and the like. He noted that by limiting or mitigating the amount of impervious coverage in places like Tewksbury, there would be less storm-water runoff in places like Bound Brook. After this discussion, Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.

COMMISSION DISCUSSION ITEMS:
In keeping with the earlier agreement to reorder the sequence of business, Mr. Teasdale opened the discussion on 2009 priorities.  Referencing an article published in the January 8, 2009 edition of the Hunterdon County Democrat entitled “Tewksbury Looks Ahead” (in which the Township Committee enumerated 2009 challenges), Mr. Teasdale read through the list, offering comments on each. 

Items of Primary Importance for 2009: 

1) Stavola Quarries continues as an issue.  Mr. Teasdale believed the Environmental Commission could support the Township Committee with issues relating to air quality, noise levels, and water contamination.

2) New Police Chief.  The Commission agreed they would have no input on this topic.

3) Sidewalks in Oldwick.  Mr. Teasdale suggested this would impact the Environmental Commission if the removal of heritage trees was considered or other disturbance to tree roots became an issue.

4) Hickory Grove Opry issues.  Commissioners generally agreed that this would not be an issue for the Environmental Commission unless structures / building plans were contemplated, in which case we would receive plans from the Land Use Board.

5) COAH.  Although affordable housing as a topic was not within the purview of the Environmental Commission, members agreed that the any new building sites for affordable housing would fall into the oversight responsibilities of the Commission.

6) Barn at Christie Hoffman park.  This did not seem to be an issue unless tear-down was considered, in which case the Commission might be able to assist with ideas for reclamation of the beams and other reusable parts.

7) Arbor Day Celebration.  Mrs. Murphy, Chairwoman of the Forest Advisory Board, gave a brief review of the festivities planned for Arbor Day, scheduled for April 24.  She noted that challenges included finding donors to pay for the food for attendees, as well as determining the best locations for trees to be planted (including types of trees and on-going maintenance).  

Additional items not listed in the Democrat article included:

· Supporting the Land Use Board in their review of best practices for impervious coverage.  Mr. Teasdale summarized his discussion with the Board regarding their practices and approvals related to granting variances on impervious coverage limits.  Mr. Teasdale referred back to the discussion with Mr. Horton on the flooding in Bound Brook.  Mr. Teasdale said he would like the Commission to find ways to help inform the Land Use Board of best practices.

· Water Testing.  Commissioners agreed that the annual water testing was an important project to continue (in partnership with the South Branch  Watershed Association -- SBWA).  Mr. Teasdale asked for an owner of the project, given Mrs. Murphy’s significant involvement with the Arbor Day Celebration.  Mr. Mackie volunteered to manage the project, asking for guidance from Mrs. Murphy.

· Environmental Resources Inventory.  Mr. Teasdale described a conversation he had had with Ms. Swann, Executive Director of the Highlands Council.  He noted that Ms. Swann had explained the process by which towns could apply for grants.  In that conversation, it was suggested that grant monies could be applied to any work done to update Highlands maps, including some work previously completed related to highlands elements.  Mr. Teasdale also noted that the Environmental Commission would need to hold a public meeting to roll out the ERI once it was essentially complete.

·  Support of Readington Study to Reclassify the Rockaway Creek south of Route 78.  Ms. Ace recommended that the Environmental Commission support the review of the stream classification by providing Readington Township with any fact and information we had to support the review of the stream designation (e.g., Class I or Class II).

· Water Testing of Rockaway Creek.  Ms. Ace recommended that members of the Environmental Commission continue to be involved in the annual water tests of the Rockaway creek that is sponsored by the Upper Raritan Watershed Association.  Mr. Teasdale added that he was sure he and others could be counted on to continue the testing.

· Flooding.  Mr. Schroth suggested that the Commission might begin the collection of information on flooding “hot spots” in the township so as to aggregate data over time, thus eventually helping to mitigate problem areas.

· Steep Slopes.  Mr. Schroth and others suggested we revive work done to introduce an ordinance on steep slopes.  It was noted that this work might have to be done to be compliant with the Highlands Master Plan.

· Water Supply and Quality.  Mr. Schroth suggested work continue to gather fact and data on patterns of township water quantity and quality.  He suggested that a questionnaire might be coordinated to collect such information.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the Commission had been asking homeowners to approve the release of water test results for several years, and that at this point we were beginning to have some statistical validity in mapping results.  Commissioners suggested that we coordinate with the SBWA to plot the data after this year’s tests results were released.

· Outdoor Light Pollution.  Mr. Colitti suggested that we continue work on an outdoor light pollution ordinance.  Mrs. Murphy noted that one township seems to have dealt with the problem by stating that if a light shines into another person’s house, the owner of the light was required to adjust it.  This brought up a host of questions, which could not be answered in this discussion.

· Highlands Act – opting in.  The suggestion was made to support the township in their decision regarding “opting in” the Planning Zone under the auspices of the Highlands Act.

· Satisfaction of homeowners on Stormwater management.  Mr. Schroth and Mr. Colitti wondered if homeowners who had come before the Commission to complain of stormwater damage to their properties had ever received satisfaction.  Mr. Teasdale gave a brief response to actions the Commission had taken (speaking to the township Administrator and supporting Mr. Matarazzo in his appeal to the Township Committee).  Mr. Teasdale said he would follow up with Mr. Matarazzo to see if the township had followed up on the study recommendations made by the Township Committee.

At the end of the discussion, Mr. DiMare noted that the Township Committee would be discussing several of the above-mentioned items at their next meeting, including: 

· Issues related Norwescap / United Cerebral Palsy development and COAH designation

· Sidewalks in Oldwick

· Stavola Quarry ordinance

· The issue of planting trees within the stream corridor at Christie Hoffman (Mr. Murphy assured him this would not be done).

He also noted that he had attended a workshop at which samples of pervious pavement had been shown and hoped that Environmental Commission would look into such things for use in the township.

Mr. DiMare thanked the Commissioners for their time and enthusiasm and pledged to make himself available to their concerns.  He noted he could be reached through the township mailbox or by e-mail.

CLAIMS

Mr. Teasdale introduced the agenda items listed as “Claims,” which consisted of the ANJEC 2009 membership fee of $320.  Mr. Teasdale supported the claim, reminding people that the Township had received a grant of $7,500 from ANJEC to conduct the ERI.  Mrs. Ace seconded the approval of the claim.  Mr. Teasdale called the roll.  All members present voted in the affirmative.

Resolution 09-01 – Annual Meeting Dates: 
Ms. Ace made a motion to accept the Resolution 09-01 – Annual Meeting Dates as written.  Mr. Mackie seconded.  All Commissioners voted in the affirmative.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

RESOLUTION NO. 09-01


WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, requires that certain notices of meetings be submitted to the press and other interested persons.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Environmental Commission of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The schedule of regular meetings of the Environmental Commission for 2009 is hereby approved.

2. The Land Use Administrator is designated as the person responsible for the 

distribution of the following list of regular meetings and those other than regular meetings to those persons and newspapers that request same.

January 12


July 13





February 9


August 10





March 9


September 14





April 13


October 19




May 11


November 9





June 8



December 14

3. The Land Use Administrator is also designated as the person responsible for

posting the list of regular meetings and notice of any other meetings on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and filing same in the Municipal Office.

4. The Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat are hereby

designated to receive all notices of meetings as required under this Act, as it is determined that these are newspapers which would fulfill the requirements of the Act.

5. Requests for notice made by interested persons and news media shall be

granted without cost.


6.   This resolution shall take effect immediately.

MINUTES

Mr. Teasdale called for a review of the minutes of November 17, 2008, reminding the Commissioners that the December meeting had been cancelled.  All present were eligible to vote, although Mrs. Murphy abstained because she had not received the minutes due to a change in her e-mail. Ms. Ace moved acceptance of the minutes.  Mr. Teasdale asked for comments, to which he noted a number of minor grammatical issues and word changes.  As there were no other changes, Ms. Ace moved acceptance with all changes noted.  Mr. Mackie seconded.  All voted for approval, with Mrs. Murphy abstaining.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Teasdale went through the correspondence.  Item 1 was for a septic upgrade, which Commissioners agreed was routine and not something to be concerned about.  Item 2 (Thonet newsletter) was simply a marketing item.  Item 3, freshwater wetlands determination for Block 42, Lot 9.04 noted that “no regulated activities were planned.”  The Commission discussed that such requests were usually precursors to significant development requests, thus Mr. Schroth took the paperwork and said he would be watchful, as the request in for property on Joliet Street.  Item 4 regarded Earth Day activities sponsored by Hunterdon County Parks and Recreation.  The Commissioners agreed we had enough on the docket to not be concerned about staffing a booth.  Item 5 regarded a letter from the NJDEP regarding the Sheeran property on Fox Hill.  Given the appeal by JCP&L to the BPU and pending litigation, the Commission took no action.  Item 6 regarded work on Bridge T-36 on Black River Road.  Mr. Teasdale said he would forward the document to the Scenic Roads Commission for their oversight.

COMMISSION DISCUSSION ITEMS, Continued: 

· Status of ERI: Mr. Teasdale noted that his intent to continue review of the ERI maps was thwarted yet again due to his failure to bring the correct computer attachment.

· Update on E.C. liaisons with other committees:  Mr. Teasdale passed around a roster of Commissioner’s name, address, contact information, and listing of other township committees for review.  This noted that Mr. Mackie continues to sit on the Land Use Board, Mrs. Murphy chairs the Forest Advisory Board, Mr. Storms chairs the new Pascale Advisory Board (and former Environmental Commissioner Ms. Frey sits on that board), and Mr. Molloy is the President of the School Board.

· Update on Arbor Day: The chairman noted this was previously discussed under the 2009 goals.

· Planning for annual water testing: The chairman noted this was previously discussed and thanked Mr. Mackie for volunteering to manage this process, with the help of other Commission members.  Items discussed included confirming dates, getting fliers to schools, securing volunteers to distribute kits, collecting money, and receiving and delivering samples to South Branch.  Mr. Schroth reminded the Commission that the cost of kits and combinations of tests should be clearly noted on the fliers.

· North Jersey RC&D: Mr. Teasdale announced that he had been approached by members of the North Jersey Resource Conservation and Development (NJRC&D) organization to share with the Environmental Commission maps done of watershed pollution capability.  Essentially, studies had been conducted with the NJ Institute of Technology to study the vulnerability of certain topographies to increase the pollutant load (e.g., due to such things as soil type, steep slopes, riparian cover or lack thereof, etc.).  The NJRC&D had asked to come before the Commission at our February 9, 2009 meeting.  Commissioners agreed that this would be a worthwhile agenda item.

· Update on Land Use Board matters: Mr. Mackie reiterated the earlier discussion of the LUB’s interest in support from the Environmental Commission on best practices related to impervious coverage.  Mr. Teasdale asked for volunteers who would help collect relevant information (e.g., best practices, mitigating factors, new technologies), to which both Mr. Mackie and Mr. Schroth volunteered to help Mr. Teasdale.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Ms. Ace called for a motion to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.  Mr. Mackie seconded.  All were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator

