TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JULY 11, 2006 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session at on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William J. Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Dianne Clarke-Kudless, Thomas G. Kenyon, George Tauber and Shaun Van Doren.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

Township Professionals in attendance were Judith Kopen, Township Attorney and Andrew Holt, Township Engineer.

There were approximately eight members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:00 PM Dr. Clarke-Kudless moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #96-2006
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Litigation, Advice of Attorney, Personnel and Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

6.
Public Participation

Robert Becker questioned the useful life of a road that has received chip and seal treatment.  He also questioned the road work being done on Township roads that is being funded via Ordinance 07-2006. 

David Kemp stated that his neighbor’s fence that is located in the conservation easement (on his property) and was ordered to be removed is still standing.  He added that a new fence has been constructed on the neighbor’s property. He requested that the Township Committee remove the easement from his property.
It was noted that the neighbor will be contacted and ordered to remove the initial fence.  Mr. Kemp stated that if this occurs, he will retract his request to remove the easement.
In response to a question by George Cassa it was stated that the temporary speed limit signs on Rockaway Road are enforceable as there is an Ordinance listing Rockaway Road as having a speed limit of 20 mph.
Bill Clark stated that he has heard rumors regarding personnel in the Township.  Mrs. Kopen explained that a personnel matter is a confidential matter.  He stated that “an outside investigation is needed”.  Mr. Clark went on to question the amount of money that is spent on insurance for Township Committee members.
David Barnes questioned why a personnel matter is considered confidential. 
Mr. Clark requested how much the firm of Gebhardt and Kiefer is paid annually.

7.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Public Hearing
Mr. Van Doren moved to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #12-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 6/22/06 edition of the Hunterdon County Democrat.

Mr. Barnes questioned the status of the multi purpose rink which could be utilized for a winter skating rink.  Discussion followed concerning other options for a skating rink.  Mr. Becker, Chair of the Parks Committee stated that the Parks Committee wished to have a multi purpose rink created, not specifically a skating rink.   Mr. Holt stated that a full service rink could be put to good use by the Township.

 Mr. Van Doren moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #12-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless moved adoption of Ordinance #12-2006, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.

Mr. Van Doren stated that he is not in favor of constructing a rink as there are still unplayable athletic fields in the Township.  He questioned if the construction of the multi purpose rink could actually commence in 2006.  Discussion followed concerning a possible time table for advertising and receiving bids and when construction could commence.

Mr. Tauber stated that he agreed with comments made by Mr. Van Doren, adding that he has heard from the Parks Committee and the community at large for the need to have a skating area within the Township. 

Dr. Clarke-Kudless stated her thanks to the Parks Committee for their diligent work over the past years.  She opined that a multi surface rink would be well utilized by the community.

Mayor Voyce noted that a skating rink would be a welcome addition to the Township, noting that the skating area at the Christie Hoffman Farm was well utilized when it was operable. 
A roll call vote was taken and the above noted motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  Van Doren.

 TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

 COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE # 12-2006

AN ORDINANCE TO FUND THE PURCHASE OF MULTI PURPOSE SOLID SURFACE RINK, SKID STEER LOADER, PAINTING OF MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS AND COMPUTER SOFTWARE 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the cost for Multi Purpose Solid Surface Rink, Skid Steer Loader, Painting of Municipal Buildings and Computer Software are as follows:

1) 
From the Capital Improvement Fund 

$156,654.00

2) There being no debt incurred for this purpose, the total sum of one hundred fifty six thousand six hundred fifty four dollars and no cents or as much as will be required, is hereby appropriated.

3) That this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage, adoption and publication according to law.

 

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Van Doren moved to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #13-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 6/22/06 edition of the Hunterdon County Democrat.

In response to a question by Mr. Becker, it was stated that the Oldwick Fire Company (OFC) submits an annual budget, audit and copy of their tax return as part of their reporting requirements.

He questioned the probability of the Township having to pay off the debt of $500,000 is the OFC were to default. 

In response to a question by Mr. Barnes, it was stated that the annual appropriation to the OFC is $89,000.00. 

Mr. Clark questioned the annual operating cost of the OFC. 

Mr. Tauber moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #13-2006, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of Ordinance #13-2006, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  Van Doren.

ORDINANCE #13-2006

GUARANTY ORDINANCE SECURING THE SOMERSET COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY’S OBLIGATIONS IN CONNECTION 

WITH THE PROPOSED REFINANCING OF A FIREHOUSE BUILDING LOCATED IN TEWKSBURY, NEW JERSEY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE OLDWICK FIRE COMPANY IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT EXCEEDING $500,000 

WHEREAS, the BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS OF THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, New Jersey, pursuant to the Improvement Authorities Law of the State of New Jersey (the “State”), constituting Chapter 183 of the Pamphlet Laws of the State of 1960, as amended and supplemented (N.J.S.A. 40:37A-44 et seq.) (the “Act”), has heretofore duly created a body corporate and politic known as The Somerset County Improvement Authority (the “Authority”); and

WHEREAS, the Oldwick Fire Company (the “Borrower”) has applied to the Authority and the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey (the “Township”) for financial assistance in connection with the refinancing of the Borrower’s firehouse building located in the Township (the “Project”) owned and used by the Borrower in furtherance of its objective to provide fire protection service for Township residents;

WHEREAS, the Township has determined to provide for the guaranty of revenue bonds or notes or other debt obligations of the Authority (the “Obligations”) that benefit the Borrower under one or more bond resolutions of the Authority;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, NEW JERSEY, (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS:


Section 1.
This guaranty ordinance shall be adopted by the governing body of the Township in the manner provided for adoption of a bond ordinance as provided in the Local Bond Law, constituting Chapter 169 of the Pamphlet Laws of 1960 of the State, as amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”).


Section 2.
Pursuant to and in accordance with the terms of the Act, specifically Section 37 of the Act (N.J.S.A. 40:37A-80), the Township is hereby authorized to and hereby shall fully, unconditionally and irrevocably guaranty the punctual payment of the principal of and interest on the Obligations in an aggregate principal amount not exceeding at any time $500,000, which Obligations are to be issued to finance and/or refinance the Projects, on such terms and conditions as may be agreed to by and between the Township and the Authority and as are reflected in this guaranty ordinance and in the guaranty certificate on the face of each Obligation.  Upon the endorsement of the Obligations referred to in Section 3 below, the Township shall be fully, unconditionally and irrevocably obligated to pay the principal of and interest on the Obligations in the same manner and to the same extent as in the case of Obligations issued by the Township, and, accordingly, the Township shall be unconditionally and irrevocably obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment thereof, without limitation as to rate or amount, when required under the provisions of applicable law.  This full, unconditional and irrevocable guaranty of the Township effected hereby to pay the principal of and interest on the Obligations when due, in accordance with the terms hereof, shall not be abrogated for any reason.  Any Obligations which are no longer considered outstanding under the resolution(s) of the Authority authorizing such Obligations shall not be counted for the purpose of $500,000 limitation contained in this guaranty ordinance. 


Section 3.
The  Mayor (the “Mayor”) of the Township shall, by manual or facsimile signature, execute an endorsement on each of the Obligations evidencing this guaranty by the Township as to the punctual payment of the principal thereof and interest thereon.  The endorsement on each Obligation shall be in substantially the following form, and absent the fully executed endorsement in such form on any such Obligation, such Obligation shall not be entitled to the benefits of this guaranty ordinance:

GUARANTY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, NEW JERSEY
The payment of the principal of and interest on the within [bond] [note] shall be fully, irrevocably and unconditionally guaranteed by the Township of Tewksbury, New Jersey (the “Township”), in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:37A-80 and the guaranty ordinance of the Township finally adopted pursuant thereto, and the Township is fully, irrevocably and unconditionally liable for the payment, when due, of the principal of and interest on this [bond] [note], and if necessary the Township shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township, without limitation as to rate or amount, in order to make such payment.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Township has caused this Guaranty to be executed by the manual or facsimile signature of its Mayor.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, NEW JERSEY

By:




      
Mayor 


The  Mayor is hereby further authorized to execute such other certificates or agreements relating to this guaranty that may be required by the Authority to comply with the terms of the financing documents relating to the Obligations, including, without limitation, (i) any agreements or certificates detailing the time and method that payment under this guaranty shall be made by the Township, (ii) any letters of representations or similar undertakings to be executed in connection with the sale of the Obligations, setting forth certain representations, warranties and covenants of the Township as an inducement to the purchase of the Obligations, and (iii) any certificates deeming “final” (for the purposes of Rule 15c2-12 of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission) any Preliminary or final Official Statements of the Authority in connection with the Obligations.  Such further agreements or certificates shall not abrogate the Township’s responsibilities hereunder.


The  Mayor is hereby further authorized to execute one or more continuing disclosure agreement(s) or other instrument(s) undertaking the secondary disclosure obligations of the Township required by Rule 15c2-12 of the United States Securities and Exchange Commission in connection with the issuance of any Obligations by the Authority. 


Section 4.
It is hereby found, determined and declared by the governing body of the Township that:


(a)
This guaranty ordinance may be adopted notwithstanding any statutory debt or other limitations, including particularly any limitation or requirement under or pursuant to the Local Bond Law, but the aggregate principal amount of the Obligations that shall be entitled to the benefits of this guaranty ordinance, being an amount not to exceed $500,000 outstanding at any time, shall after their issuance be included in the gross debt of the Township for the purpose of determining the indebtedness of the Township under or pursuant to the Local Bond Law.


(b)
The principal amount of Obligations entitled to the benefits of this guaranty ordinance and included in the gross debt of the Township shall be deducted, and is hereby declared to be and to constitute a deduction, from such gross debt under and for all the purposes of the Local Bond Law (i) from and after the time of issuance of the Obligations until the end of the fiscal year beginning next after the completion of the acquisition or construction of the project to be financed from the proceeds of the Obligations, and (ii) in any annual debt statement filed pursuant to the Local Bond Law as of the end of said fiscal year or any subsequent fiscal year, if the revenues or other receipts or moneys of the Authority in such fiscal year are sufficient to pay its expenses of operation and maintenance in such fiscal year and all amounts payable in such fiscal year on account of the principal of and interest on all such guaranteed Obligations, all Obligations of the Township issued as provided in Section 36 of the Act (N.J.S.A. 40:37A-79), and all Obligations of the Authority issued under the Act.


Section 5.
The following matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated:


(a)
The maximum outstanding principal amount of Obligations of the Authority that are hereby and hereunder guaranteed as to the punctual payment of the principal thereof and interest thereon  at any time is $500,000.


(b)
The purpose described in this guaranty ordinance is not a current expense of the Township, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be assessed on property specially benefited thereby.


(c)
A supplemental debt statement of the Township has been duly made and filed in the office of the Clerk of the Board, and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs of the State, and such debt statement shows that while the gross debt of the Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by this guaranty ordinance by $500,000 in accordance with the provisions of the Act, the net debt of the Township is not increased, and the obligation of the Township authorized by or incurred pursuant to the terms of this guaranty ordinance is permitted by an exception to the debt limitations of the Local Bond Law, which exception is contained in the Act.


(d)
All other items to be contained in a bond ordinance adopted pursuant to the Local Bond Law are hereby determined to be inapplicable to the Township’s guaranty of the Obligations hereby.


Section 6.
This guaranty ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor             
· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. Van Doren moved to introduce Ordinance #15-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

The Public Hearing will be held on 08/08/06.

ORDINANCE NO. 15-2006

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15.12 “AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM” AND CHAPTER 15.10 “AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT FEE”

· Consent Agenda


.
Mr. Tauber requested that Resolution #100-2006 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Van Doren.

RESOLUTION #97-2006

ACCEPTING A DONATION FROM THE TEWKSBURY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS, the Tewksbury Athletic Association has submitted specs for the installation of an irrigation system at the Faimount North ballfield; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has reviewed the specs and reported that they are adequate; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has requested that the Tewksbury Athletic Association provide the appropriate Certificate of Insurance and bond prior to commending the work.   

NOW, THERERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following donation is hereby accepted with the specific parameters:

To accept the donation from the Tewksbury Athletic Association to install an irrigation system at the Fairmount North ballfield provided that the Tewksbury Athletic Association be responsible for all necessary permits and approvals from governmental entities:  that the contractor put up a bond in the amount of what it would take to restore the field to its original condition for the statutory period of time from date of acceptance by the Township Engineer.  The Township will maintain sole responsibility for management, maintenance, watering and mowing of the field.  The Township will provide electrical hookup.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #98-2006

APPOINTING ALTERNATE PROSECUTORS FOR THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF NORTH HUNTERDON

WHEREAS, the Regional Municipal Court Prosecutor of the Municipal Court of North Hunterdon requires the assistance of alternate prosecutors when he is unable to attend and prosecute court sessions.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby names the following individuals as Alternate Prosecutors for the Municipal Court of North Hunterdon.

Thomas Carroll Blauvelt, Esq.

Phillip Faherty, Esq.

Sean Faherty, Esq.

Mary Rose Mott, Esq.

Robert A. Ballard, Esq.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #99-2006

TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A DONATION TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, a donation of $275.00 was made to the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury by PNC Financial Services Group in a check dated 06/22/06.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that this donation has been acknowledged and deposited in the appropriate account of the Township of Tewksbury. 

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #101-2006

AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPAL REPORT FOR CBLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE RENEWAL IN THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury is pursuing the renewal of the Cable Television franchise; and

WHEREAS, there is a Municipal Report which must be filed with the State of New Jersey Board of Public Utilities which outlines the operator’s past performance and the future needs of the community; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Administrator and Municipal Clerk of the Township of Tewksbury have met with the Provider, Patriot Media and have gathered information on past performance and projected needs and have submitted the Municipal Report to the Township Committee.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the attached Municipal Report is to be submitted as prescribed by NJAC 14:18-13.2 (c).

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION 102-2006

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING CERTAIN TOWNSHIP PROFESSIONALS 

AND AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN 

CONTRACT FOR CERTAIN TOWNSHIP PROFESSIONALS


WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury has a need to acquire professional services of the professional set forth below in Paragraph No. 1 as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of NJSA 19:44A-20.8; and


WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury purchasing agent has determined and certified in writing that the value of the service will exceed $17,500; and


WHEREAS, the anticipated term of the contract is as set forth below in Paragraph No. 1, and


WHEREAS, the Township professional set forth below in Paragraph No. 1 has submitted a proposal indicating he will provide the professional services described below in Paragraph No. 1 for the amount set forth in the professional’s proposal; and


WHEREAS, the Township professional set forth below in Paragraph No. 1 has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that the Township professional has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Township of Tewksbury in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit the Township professional from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, a certification of availability of funds, specifying the line item appropriation(s) to be charged as to the contract set forth below in Paragraph No. 1 has been provided by the Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Tewksbury 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, New Jersey as follows:


1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with the following as described below:


Professional




Position

Term of Contract

	ATON Computing 
	Information Technology Support
	One year



2.  The Business Entity Disclosure Certifications, Certification of Availability of Funds and the Determinations of Value are hereby placed on file with this resolution.


3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law because these are recognized professions licensed and regulated by law and it is not feasible to obtain competitive bids.


4.  A copy of this resolution shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon County Democrat as required by law, within ten days of its passage.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #103-2006

AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR CHRISTIE HOFFMAN FARM ATHLETIC FIELD REHABILITATION

WHEREAS, the attached table is the listing of the bid received on June 7, 2006 for Christie Hoffman Farm Athletic Field Rehabilitation; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed the recommendations made by the Township Administrator and Township Engineer on said bids; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined sufficient funds are available; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following contract be awarded based on the recommendation of the Township Administrator and Township Engineer.

	
	
	BASE BID
	Cedar Hill Landscaping

	Item
	Sec.
	Description
	Base Bid

	1
	202
	Stripping
	$31,000.00

	2
	212
	Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Measures
	$5,500.00

	3
	806
	Borrow Topsoiling, 4" Thick
	$78,741.78

	4
	808
	Fertilizing, Seeding and Mulching
	$15,789.60

	5
	808
	Turf Maintenance
	$24,000.00

	6
	815
	Topsoil Organice Amendment
	$200.00

	7
	815
	Topsoil Sand Amendment
	$1,000.00

	Total Bid
	 
	 
	$156,231.38


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Township Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to execute the contracts for same. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that additional funds up to 20% of the base bid may be used with authorization of the Township Administrator.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO

· Minutes of 06/27/06

· Executive Session minutes of 6/13/06 and 6/27/06

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings and Determinations for 10/07/06 raffle

· Items Removed from the Consent Agenda

Mr. Tauber was recused from voting on Resolution #100-2006.

Dr.   Clarke-Kudless made a motion to adopt Resolution #100-2006, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None. Recused:  Tauber.

RESOLUTION #100-2006

TO APPROVE OF SUPPLEMENTAL FEDERAL FUNDING FOR THE EASEMENT ON THE TAUBER PLANNING INCENTIVE GRANT 

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township prepared a Planning Incentive Grant application known as the PIG IV – Pottersville Area; and

WHEREAS, the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) approved the application on June 26, 2003; and

WHEREAS, this application includes the Tauber property, Block 20, Lot 2 in Tewksbury Township, Hunterdon County and Block 63, Lot 31 in Washington Township, Morris County; and

WHEREAS, the State Agriculture Development Committee certified the Fair Market Value for this farm; and 

WHEREAS, George R. and Chrystine J. Tauber, owners, have returned a letter fully accepting the Fair Market Value provided by the SADC; 

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township committed to funding its portion of the development rights for this farm (Block 20, Lot 2) at its meeting on September 13, 2005 and memorialized in Resolution No. 132-2005; and

WHEREAS, the Hunterdon County Agriculture Development Board granted final approval to the farm at its meeting on October 13, 2005 memorialized in a resolution; and  

WHEREAS, the Morris County Agriculture Development Board would not approve the County funding for the Morris County portion of this project (Block 63, Lot 31); and

WHEREAS, SADC has a policy of merging deeds of easement on properties that straddle township and/or County lines; and 

WHEREAS, SADC suggested that, even though they are not providing funding on that portion, Hunterdon County hold the easement for the development rights for the portion in Morris as SADC is reluctant to hold an easement on such a small amount of land (3.972 acres); and

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township approved of the merging of the deed of easement and allowed Hunterdon County to hold the easement for the entire project, Block 20, Lot 2, Tewksbury Township, Hunterdon County and Block 63, Lot 31, Washington Township, Morris County which was memorialized in Resolution No. 157-2005; and

WHEREAS, a 20% grant ($6,769.20 per acre) from the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service’s Farmlands and Ranch Protection Program is available to supplement funds on this easement; and

WHEREAS, George R. and Chrystine J. Tauber, owners, are aware of the restrictions and accept them; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Tewksbury Township desires to take advantage of the federal funds which will reduce the Township and County participation as well as supplement funding on the portion of the application in Washington Township, Morris County; and

BE IT RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the Hunterdon County Freeholders, the Hunterdon County Agriculture Development Board, and the State Agriculture Development Committee.   

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Tauber returned to the meeting at this time.

8.
Reports

Township Committee Sub Committee

Planning/Land Use

Mr. Van Doren stated that plans for the 523/517 improvements are available for review.

Public Works

Mr. Tauber noted that he met with Hayden Hull, Superintendent of Public Works, who will be attending an upcoming Township Committee meeting.  He noted that there is public interest on the bridge on Rockaway Road and there should be proper safety precautions taken.

Education/Community Affairs

Dr. Clarke-Kudless noted that the Sisters City Conference will convene in Washington D.C. on 7/12/06.

Public Safety

Mayor Voyce noted that he attended a meeting regarding the avian flu.

Township Attorney

Mrs. Kopen noted that she is waiting for comments from the Township Planner on the proposed lighting ordinance.  Additional comments were made regarding light trespass provisions.
A lengthy discussion followed concerning a memo written by Mrs. Kopen regarding the matter of conflict of interest.  Mr. Van Doren requested that the members of each Township board, committee and commission receive the document and sign saying it had been received. Mr. Kenyon stated his disagreement with comments made by Mr. Van Doren as all members of each Township board, committee and commission has already signed the Policy on Conflict of Interest and Decorum.  

A lengthy discussion between Mr. Van Doren and Mr. Kenyon followed concerning action taken at a recent Planning Board meeting that prompted the memo from Mrs. Kopen.
Dr. Clarke-Kudless suggested that the Policy on Conflict of Interest and Decorum could perhaps be embellished in the coming year, adding that the discussed memo from Mrs. Kopen should not be a “trackable document”.

Township Engineer

Mr. Holt noted the following items from his report.
· The water restrictions are still in effect although there is no State listing for drought conditions.

· The DOT grant application for Bissell Road has been completed and submitted.  

· The water system on the Bartles property has not yet been installed, but will be completed shortly.

· United Cerebral Palsy needs to submit their final site plan by 7/13/06. 

· Comments were made regarding matters pertaining to the quarry.

· Drainage improvement projects and phase 2 site improvements of the Bartles work are going out to bid.

· Chip and seal bids have been awarded and work is scheduled to start in August after work is completed in Lebanon Township.

· The sidewalk improvement project (in Oldwick) is advancing in preparation for the 7/24/06 Historic Preservation Commission meeting.

Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted that the committee needs to make a decision regarding the annual Holiday Party.
9.
Public Participation

In response to a question by Mr. Cassa it was stated that the public could attend the 8/17/06 meeting in Trenton regarding the 523/517 intersection improvements.  Mr. Van Doren explained the parameters of the work, adding that he and Mr. Kenyon would further review the plans and make a report back to the full Committee on their findings and recommendations. 
Mr. Clark questioned why a series of four way stop signs along County Route 517 couldn’t be used in lieu of a traffic light at the 523/517 intersection.  Discussion followed concerning the necessary entities to contact regarding placement of stop signs on county roads.
Mr. Becker thanked the Committee, Administrator and Clerk for their assistance with coordinating park usage.

10.
Township Committee Comments

Dr. Clarke-Kudless cautioned the general public on the danger of heeding rumors, adding that certain personnel matters must remain confidential.
Mr. Kenyon thanked the Parks Committee for their work done over the past months.  
Mr. Van Doren discussed the access for a proposed Cingular cell tower on an existing power stanchion located on Route 517 between Hollow Brook and Fox Hill Road.  He opined that the access should be off of Route 517 rather than Fox Hill Road as there would be less disruption to private property owners.
It was noted that no Board of Adjustment or Planning Board application has been received from Cingular Wireless regarding this matter.  Additional discussion followed concerning the Township Ordinance regarding cell tower location and the parameters regarding location of a tower in the Highlands.

Mr. Tauber made a motion authorizing the Township Administrator to write a letter to the County stating that the Township Committee endorses the entrance to the proposed Cingular cell tower off of County Route 517 rather than Fox Hill Road, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to appoint Alan Layton as Township Fire Marshall for a period of thirty day commencing 7/11/06, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

11.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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