TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 27, 2007 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Deputy Mayor George Tauber presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, William Mennen and William Voyce.

Mayor Van Doren was absent. 

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

There were approximately seventy members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Deputy Mayor Tauber.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:00 PM Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Van Doren.

RESOLUTION #71-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

6.
Public Participation

Bruce and Elizabeth Shapiro were present to bring a matter of water flooding the basement of their home located on Bissell Road to the attention of the Township Committee.  A letter to Mr. Landon from DPW Superintendent Hayden Hull was distributed to the Shapiros.  The Shapiros were directed to review the letter and if additional discussion were warranted, they should contact the Township Committee. 
7.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. Mennen moved to introduce Ordinance #05-2007, seconded by Mr. Dimare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Van Doren.

The Public Hearing will be held on 04-24-07 at 8:00 PM.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY


                 COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE #05-2007

CALENDAR YEAR 2007 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK

 (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

· 2007 Budget Introduction

Dr. Voyce moved to introduce the 2007 Budget, seconded by Mr. Dimare. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Van Doren.

The Public Hearing will be held on 04-24-07 at 8:00 PM.
The budget is included in its entirety in these minutes.
The following 2007 Budget Message was read by Deputy Mayor Tauber.

2007 TEWKSBURY MUNICPAL BUDGET MESSAGE

The budget for the year 2007 contains no increase in the Municipal portion of the tax rate, which will remain the same as the year 2006 rate, 31 cents per $ 100 of assessed valuation.  The total budget is $10,328,367, a decrease of $909,843 from 2006.  The decrease is due to reduced staffing needs, increased efficiencies through technology, and an aggressive pay-down of debt. This reduction in expenditures is offset by a reduction in revenues.  

We continue to make judicious use of the surplus, using $ 1,504,884 toward the 2007 budget, to assist in maintaining a stable tax rate.  We continue to aggressively pay down the Township’s debt with approximately 30.5 % of the 2007 total budget being debt service.  The Township is at 1.61 % of its State authorized 3.5 % debt level.  

The Township continues to pursue farmland and open space preservation.  Our open space and farmland preservation tax is 5 cents per $ 100 assessed valuation, which is anticipated to yield $ 670,561.  We continue to use County and State funding as well as partnerships with non-profits in conjunction with the funds the Township collects thereby allowing us to use a variety of funding mechanisms to preserve land.  At least 63 % of the total debt service is for farmland easement and open space acquisition.

We hired a new Municipal Auditor, Ardito & Company as the Township Committee felt it was time for a new firm to review our accounting.  

We continue to support our local emergency service organizations through annual appropriations, with most up 4 %.  In addition, we have committed to purchasing the Oldwick Fire Company (OFC) a new fire engine/pumper, estimated to cost $ 500,000.  This will be owned by the Township for use by the OFC in their coverage area.

Our staffing levels in 2007 are down from 2006 when we did not replace one full-time position and one part-time position and reduced the hours for a 2nd part-time position.  No new staff hires are anticipated in 2007.  We are currently exploring shared services in the area of tax assessment with other Hunterdon municipalities and continue to share Construction Code services with Lebanon Township and Califon Borough as well as Public Works services with Califon Borough.   We are continuing to share services with the Tewksbury Board of Education 

This budget continues to invest wisely in our future, in terms of our employees, facilities and equipment, keeps any anticipated debt to a minimum, and maintains a stable municipal tax rate and healthy surplus.

· Consent Agenda


Mr. DiMare requested that Resolutions #74-2007 and 75-2007 be removed from the Consent Agenda for separate discussion.
Deputy Mayor Tauber noted Authorization to have Clerk sign NJ Firemen’s application for Will Hecksteden be added to the Consent Agenda.
Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Van Doren.

RESOLUTION #72-2007

CANCELLATION OF TAXES

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following cancellation of taxes.

Block 
Lot





Year

Amount

14
23.02





2007

17.54


36
3.16





2007

50.54

_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

RESOLUTION #73-2007

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TRAINING REIMBURSEMENT 2007

WHEREAS, the Tewksbury Township Police Department desires to apply for and obtain a grant from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approximately $1,879.60 to carry out a project entitled Domestic Violence Training Reimbursement 2007;

NOW , THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey does hereby authorize the application for such grant; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Committee recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant to the terms of the agreement between the Tewksbury Township Police Department and the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the persons whose names, titles and signatures appear below are authorized, and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection therewith:

_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

RESOLUTION #74-2007

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury desires to become a member of the Somerset County Cooperative Pricing System, #2-SOCCP, effective March 27, 2007 and, that such membership shall be for the period ending December 31, 2008, and each renewal, thereafter of the system, unless the Township of Tewksbury elects to formally withdraw from the system.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Administrator and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to execute the attached agreement for such membership. 


_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

RESOLUTION #75-2007

TO ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE PRICING AGREEMENT WITH THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL FOR THE CONDUCT OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF WORK, MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE JURISDICTIONS

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that this Resolution shall be known and may be cited as the Cooperative Pricing Resolution of the Township of Tewksbury.

Pursuant to the provisions of NJS 40A:11-11 (5) the Township Committee is hereby authorized to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement with the “Lead Agency” (Township of Randolph) for the purchase of work, materials and supplies.

The Lead Agency (Township of Randolph) entering into contracts on behalf of the Township of Tewksbury shall be responsible for complying with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (NJS 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of the revised statutes of the State of New Jersey.

All Resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with this Resolution shall be and the same repealed.

_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

RESOLUTION #76-2007

TO APPROVE AND ACCEPT THE EMMET PROPERTY INTO THE OLDWICK EAST AREA PLANNING INCENTIVE GRANT APPLICATION AT THE FAIR MARKET VALUE ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township prepared a Planning Incentive Grant application known as the PIG III – Oldwick East Area; and

WHEREAS, the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) approved the application on December 19, 2003; and

WHEREAS, this application includes the Emmet property, Block 43, Lot 3.01; and

WHEREAS, the State Agriculture Development Committee certified the Fair Market Value for this farm; and 

WHEREAS, Christopher T. and Anne G. Emmet, owners, have returned a letter fully accepting the Fair Market Value provided by the SADC; 

WHEREAS, a possible 20% grant from the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service’s Farmlands and Ranch Protection Program is available to supplement funds on this easement; and

WHEREAS, Christopher T. and Anne G. Emmet, owners, are aware of the restrictions and accept them; and

WHEREAS, in the event the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service’s grant is unavailable the Township commits to fund its full portion of the development rights; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey as follows:

Tewksbury Township approves and accepts the Emmet property into the Oldwick East Area Planning Incentive Grant application at the Fair Market Value as set by SADC:



Emmet Property



Owned by Christopher T. and Anne G. Emmet



Block 43, Lot 3.01



Approx. 17.765 acres at $16,000 per acre 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Tewksbury Township commits to funding its portion for each participating property in the Oldwick East Area Planning Inventive Grant, including the Emmet Property, Block 43, Lot 3.01.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Tewksbury Township intends to make a lump sum payment at the time of closing representing the first three (3) years of installment payments with the remaining two (2) years of installments to be paid accordingly.  This is subject to the SADC also consolidating their payments to a lump sum payment representing the first three (3) years and providing the remaining two (2) year installments accordingly.  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the State Agriculture Development Committee.   

_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

RESOLUTION #77-2007

EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION

WHEREAS, 40A:4-20 Local Budget Law provides that emergency temporary appropriations be made for lawful purposes for the period between the beginning of the budget year and the date of the adoption of the budget.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following emergency temporary appropriations be made and that a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer and the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for their records.

	
	

	Revenue
	

	Tax Collection
	333,024.00

	
	

	Appropriations:
	

	A&E S&W
	13,110.00

	A&E OE
	6,000.00

	Twp. Committee S&W
	1,524.00

	Finance S&W
	9,300.00

	Finance OE
	2,000.00

	Tax Assessment S&W
	1,730.00

	Tax Assessment OE
	250.00

	Tax Collector S&W
	1,160.00

	Legal Services & Costs
	12,000.00

	Engineering Costs & Services
	5,000.00

	Public Building & Grounds
	4,000.00

	Land Use Admin. S&W
	12,100.00

	Group Insurance Plan for Employees
	70,000.00

	Other Insurance Premiums
	15,000.00

	Workers Compensation Insurance
	15,000.00

	Police PBA Contract Benefits OE
	6,500.00

	Electricity
	5,000.00

	Garbage & Trash Removal
	250.00

	Natural Gas
	5,000.00

	Telecommunications
	3,000.00

	Water & Hydrants
	2,000.00

	Code Enforcement S&W
	6,100.00

	Municipal Court
	20,000.00

	Employer Def. Comp & Pension
	87,000.00

	Accumulated Leave Time
	30,000.00

	TOTAL
	333,024.00

	
	

	Hunters Glen Sewer Utility
	

	Revenue
	

	Sewer User Fees
	2,000

	
	

	Expenditures
	

	Other Expenses
	2,000


____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION 78-2007
WHEREAS, under provisions of N.J.S.A.40A:4-5, a municipality shall introduce the Local Municipal Budget no later than March 12 of the fiscal year; and,


WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury has delayed the introduction of the 2007 Municipal Budget past the statutory deadline; and,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, that the Township of Tewksbury hereby petitions the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to allow a delayed introduction of the 2007 Tewksbury Township Municipal Budget; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, 101 South Broad Street, P.O. Box 803, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0803.

_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION 79-2007
WHEREAS, the 2007 Local Municipal Budget was introduced on the 27th

day of March, 2007; and,

WHEREAS, during the fiscal year 2007 the Township of Tewksbury has been 

allocated a state grant for various programs in the amount of $23,918.00.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that petition be made herewith to

the Director of the Division of Local Government Services that the 2007 Local

Municipal Budget include a special item of revenue under the heading of "Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of Director of Local 

Government Services-Public and Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations:”


Clean Communities Program-2007
$ 13,474.00


Clean Communities Program-2006
1,002.00


Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund
8,384.00


Body Armor Grant
1,058.00



$ 23,918.00

_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION 80-2007

WHEREAS, the 2007 Local Municipal Budget was introduced on the 27th day of

March, 2007; and,


WHEREAS, during fiscal year 2007, the Township of Tewksbury will receive revenue 

for various other special items in the amount of  $2,070,772.00.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that petition be made herewith to

the Director of the Division of Local Government Services that the 2007 Local

Municipal Budget include a special item of revenue under the heading of "Special Items of 

General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of Director of Local 

Government Services-Other Special Items: 


Hunter’s Glen Sewer Utility-Debt Service
$   25,971.00


Reserve for Open Space-Debt Service
650,000.00


Reserve for Debt Service-Current Fund
868,110.00


Reserve for Debt Service-General Capital Fund
377,793.00


State Planning Incentive Grant Reimbursement
140,598.00


Fire Safety Fees
8,300.00



$ 2,070,772.00
_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
RESOLUTION #81-2007
WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury is holding a meeting on March 27, 2007, for the purpose of introducing the 2007 Municipal Budget and conducting other matters; and,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, that the Township of Tewksbury hereby petitions the Director of the Division of Local Government Services that the 2007 Local Municipal Budget be introduced and approved on March 27, 2007.

2007 TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUDGET

Surplus anticipated general revenues
$ 1,504,884.00

Total Miscellaneous revenue
4,248,087.00

Amount to be Raised by Taxes
4,185,396.00

Receipts from Delinquent Taxes
390,000.00
Total General Revenues
$10,328,367.00
Total Operations
$5,684,721.00

Capital Improvements
450,000.00

Debt Service

3,150,226.00

Statutory Expenses
293,100.00

Reserve for Delinquent Taxes
750,320.00
Total Municipal Budget
$10,328,367.00

_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Minutes of 03/13/07 and 03/15/07

· Executive Session minutes of 03/13/07 and 03/15/07

· Authorization to have Clerk sign NJ Firemen’s application for Eric Evers 

· Authorization to have Clerk sign NJ Firemen’s application for Will Hecksteden 

In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mr. Landon explained the differences in cost and services for the Morris County and Somerset County Cooperative Services Agreements.

Deputy Mayor Tauber explained the manners available to New Jersey municipalities for purchasing items for the Township. 

Dr. Voyce made a motion to adopt Resolution 74-2007 and 75-2007, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Van Doren.
RESOLUTION #74-2007

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM
WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury desires to become a member of the Somerset County Cooperative Pricing System, #2-SOCCP, effective March 27, 2007 and, that such membership shall be for the period ending December 31, 2008, and each renewal, thereafter of the system, unless the Township of Tewksbury elects to formally withdraw from the system.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Administrator and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to execute the attached agreement for such membership. 


_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

RESOLUTION #75-2007

TO ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE PRICING AGREEMENT WITH THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL FOR THE CONDUCT OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF WORK, MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE JURISDICTIONS

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that this Resolution shall be known and may be cited as the Cooperative Pricing Resolution of the Township of Tewksbury.

Pursuant to the provisions of NJS 40A:11-11 (5) the Township Committee is hereby authorized to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement with the “Lead Agency” (Township of Randolph) for the purchase of work, materials and supplies.

The Lead Agency (Township of Randolph) entering into contracts on behalf of the Township of Tewksbury shall be responsible for complying with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (NJS 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of the revised statutes of the State of New Jersey.

All Resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with this Resolution shall be and the same repealed.
_____________________

George Tauber 

Deputy Mayor

8.
Work Session Topics
· Scouts – Fairmount North
Dr. Voyce was recused from the following discussion.

Tony Koester was present to explain the matter of utilizing the Fairmount Park property for the scouting program in the Township.  He corrected the notation on the agenda stating that it should read “Scouts – Fairmount North” as opposed to “Boy Scouts- Fairmount North” as the topic of discussion pertains to all scouting programs. A map of the area under discussion was presented and distributed to the members of the Township Committee.  Mr. Koester noted that the 70+ acre parcel has a bald/field area that the Scouts would like to utilize for overnight camping and other outdoor activities.  Mr. Koester noted that he met with Mr. Landon to further discuss the proposal.  He added that Scouts have a vested interest in watching over and maintaining the property, which was described as a “valuable resource.”  He further added that this property would not be used exclusively for and by the Scouts.  It was noted that Boy Scout meetings are currently held at the Christian Education Building in Oldwick and the idea of having meetings outdoors would be preferable. The beliefs of the Scouts was stressed as being low impact, hands on, and connected with the outdoors.   
The letter of 12-08-06 as presented to the Parks Committee contained a “wish list” with items that could be removed at this time.  Specifically:  a shooting range, a Scout day camp and camporees/jamborees.  Discussion followed concerning how County parks are currently used for the purpose of camporees/jamborees.  

Mr. Koester noted that the immediate interests relating to this discussion are to have overnight rustic camping and meetings with possible “in-kind” services supplied by the Township.  It was noted that there is currently water on the site, but it would be preferable to have a water fountain/spigot installed for Scout use.  The topic of permanent bio composting toilets was noted;  Mr. Koester agreed that a Port-o-John could be utilized for larger events.

The possibility of allowing group permits on a permanent basis with notification being given to the Police Department and the fire marshal was discussed. 
Mr. Koester praised the Township Committee past and present for purchasing the property.  

Additional discussion followed regarding the proposed fire pits and flag pole.  It was added that lean-tos and pavilions are not needed at the current time as tenting would be sufficient for overnight camping.

The values of Scouting was reiterated and the positive opportunity for local Scouting participants was stressed.  It was added that the Scouts could police the area as an informal partnership with the Township.
Mr. Koester ended his presentation by asking that the Township Committee endorse the proposal.

Deputy Mayor Tauber questioned the matter of group permitting and how to address requests.   
In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mr. Koester reiterated the items from the initial “wish list” that are on and off the table for discussion. 

Discussion followed regarding the possibility of installing picnic tables to facilitate Scout meetings.  Deputy Mayor Tauber opined that the project would receive a better reception if the area were not transformed into a picnic area.

Mr. Mennen praised the project as presented noting that keeping citizens in the Township doing an activity they enjoy provides and admirable service.  He questioned the short term versus long term list, asking when the Scouts were hoping to utilize the facility.  In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mr. Koester stated that the “bare boned” minimum that would have to be done in order to have outdoor meetings would be to mow the area previously mentioned.  Additionally it was stated that permission would be needed for overnight camping and open fires.
In response to a question by Deputy Mayor Tauber, Paul Smith, Scoutmaster of Troup 199 noted that outdoor activities currently take place in County and State parks and in Scout facilities in Sussex and Warren Counties.   He added that often times the County Parks are full and not available to the Scouts.  Mr. Smith reiterated that the Park will be open to everyone as it is Green Acres property.

Deputy Mayor Tauber noted that he is extremely proud of the Scouting activities and their achievements in the Township.  He stressed that the Township is fearful of gentrification and does not want a small project to grow into something too large and unwanted.  He added that he respects what the Scouting organization is trying to do and whatever can be done to facilitate the amenities on a limited basis.  He further stated that he has a problem with the “wish list” as presented as it could reduce Fairmount North into a suburban park, adding that he is opposed to locating picnic tables at the park.     
Mr. Smith thanked the Township Committee for their support of Scouting.  He stated that when Tewksbury Scouts have to travel out of the Township. Typically, the numbers of members drops.  Mr. Smith added that picnic tables could be a Scout project and they would be utilized for Scout skills as opposed to eating.  The mantra of Leave No Trace was noted, and Mr. Smith stated that it is an awareness and attitude of seven main points as opposed to a set of rules.  

In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mr. Smith estimated the number of times that the Boy Scouts would utilize the Park during a year:  Monday evenings - ten times, weekend campout – four to six times.  Discussion followed regarding filling out a Parks Use Application (PUA) for normal evening meetings.

Bob Lamport, Scout leader for Cub Scouts, outlined the meeting schedule for the younger Scouts during the course of the year.  He stated that Cub Scouts only camp out one time during the year and it is only for one night.
In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, it was stated that no Scouting organization is currently using the Park.  He questioned if there is currently an impediment to utilizing the property now for overnight camping.  Discussion followed regarding how to move forward with the desires of the Scouting organizations. Additional discussion followed regarding use of the existing PUA.

Jeff Fenton, speaking for the Parks Committee, stated that he felt the main requests from the Scouts were to clear the aforementioned field and to extend the reaches of the existing water source.
Mr. Dimare stated that he would like to see the property utilized, but not to create “an institutional use” of the property by committing to have the Scouts there on specific evenings throughout the year.  
In response to a question by Deputy Mayor Tauber, Robert Becker, chairman of the Parks Committee opined that mowing the field under discussion would be of the highest and best use as the area is covered with invasive species and clearing would be beneficial.  He noted that other parks in the Township are utilized by non-residents, adding that preservation of such properties is of the highest importance for generations to come.
In response to a question by Bob Flowers it was stated that the property was initially purchased for open space and passive recreation.

Mary Ace, member of the Environmental Commission questioned the size of the aforementioned field to be mowed.  She stated that the Environmental Commission is concerned with preserving meadows and grasslands and questioned if clearing would be advisable.  In closing, she questioned if another property in the Township could be utilized.

Mr. Koester reiterated that the property is unique in the Township as one feel “removed from everything else.”  

Rolf Morgenau noted that the Boy Scouts of America allows gay membership and questioned if the Township promotes this.  Deputy Mayor Tauber noted that Scouts have utilized federal, state and county property for a long period of time and he did not feel the issue should be troubling.
In response to Ms. Ace’s comment, it was noted that an existing Port-O-John is located on the property.

Robin Love questioned the intensity of use of the property and number of cars involved.  Mr. Koester stated that Scouting events are only held during the school year and that car pooling is always utilized.  Additional questions were posed regarding the concept of weekly meetings and guaranteed a spot so as not to conflict with Tewksbury Athletic Association (TAA) activities.

Mr. Becker noted that PUA are first come, first served.  He added that in the past three years there has not been a conflict between the TAA and other groups.
Mr. Smith noted that the TAA and Scout membership oftentimes overlap and there have been no conflicts in years past.

Ed d’Armiento, Vice President of the TAA stated that there has never been a conflict with Scout activities and the TAA.

Ms. Love questioned if other outside Scout groups could use the property if it were made available to camping. Additional comments were made regarding installing metal trash cans on the property; it was added that Scouts are trained to carry out any trash they create.

Ms. Love expressed concern with having Scouts camping on the property and interacting with equestrian activities.  She stressed that all groups need to be respectful of each other with regard to use of the property.  In closing, Ms. Love stated that she supports the use of the property as presented, supports Deputy Mayor Tauber’s comments on gentrification and hopes that the area will remain in its natural condition.  

Mr. Smith read statistics from the Scouting Alumni Record.  He stated that tomorrow’s leaders are current Tewksbury Scouts.

Mr. DiMare agreed that Scouts are very responsible, adding that if Scouts are allowed to overnight camp and have fires in the Parks, other groups will have to also.  He expressed his concern with other (not so responsible) groups mis-using the property.

Tony Glennon asked if there was language in the original contract regarding utilizing the property for Scout activities.  

Deputy Mayor Tauber stated that this discussion is not about Scouts using the property; it is about the extent of amenities and privileges to be offered at the property. 
Mr. Fenton noted that the NJ Audubon Society recently came to a Parks Committee meeting to discuss this property and were not interested in conducting any studies on this property as it is too small and overgrown with invasive species.  

Ms. Ace opined that it is more beneficial to rip out invasive species by the roots as opposed to mowing.
Monty Prince an Eagle Scout Advisor stated his concern with the PUA process specifically with regard to Mr. DiMare’s previous comment.

Mr. DiMare noted that Township Ordinances would have to be amended to allow overnight camping and open fires, and this could not be available to solely Scouts.  
Melissa Sluyter questioned if there had been any adverse incidents with groups using Township parks.

Deputy Mayor Tauber stated that this discussion is a search for fairness and protection of the community against eventualities and not a forum of interrogation, accusation or suppositions.  He added that any further action will be deferred until the PUA approval process is ironed out and discussion held between the administration, the Parks Committee and the Scouting organizations.  He stated that it is necessary to know what is involved both legally insurance and fire marshal wise.  He stressed the need to know how to implement the program prior to discussing the relative merits.

Mr. Mennen stated that there are some activities that the Scouts can currently practice on the property.  He praised the Scouts for involving the youth of the Township in such a project.  He added that the planned activity on the property is “incredibly low impact” and felt that there is no detail that can’t be worked out to succeed.  
Mr. Koester stated that his group would follow up with recommendations of the Committee.

Deputy Mayor Tauber stated that the young Scouts should think about what their parents and leaders have to do to “give them a walk in the woods!”  

Dr. Voyce returned to the meeting at this time.

9.
Public Participation

Pat Ricciardi, discussed a statement from the Tewksbury Public Library regarding their request for additional funding.  It was noted that the Oldwick Community Center (OCC)  Board is disbanding and the selling of the structure to the Library is under discussion.  Mr. Ricciardi noted that taking over the building will increase the Library’s operating capital.  Discussion followed regarding hours of operation, staffing, circulation and fund raising.  Mr. Ricciardi stated that the Library is asking for $55,000.00 in 2007 (as opposed to $40,000.00 as received in 2005 and 2006).

Mr. DiMare stated that he would like to see more of a concrete plan with regard to fund raising that would reduce the Township’s contributions to the Library.  Mr. Ricciardi stated that the Library is 200 years old in 2007 and the celebration will be a major fund raising event.  Additionally a work group has been created to discuss fund raising ideas.  Comments were made regarding the re-opening of the second floor of the structure.

Deputy Mayor Tauber stated his respect for the work done by the Library, but reiterated that the Library request is the same year to year, and additional details are needed to substantiate the request. Detailed information is needed to review the allocation of funds from taxpayers.

Mr. Ricciardi stated that the size of the Library Board has been increased and a prepared budget is ready for distribution.  He noted that Mayor Van Doren offered his service with regard to grant writing.

Deputy Mayor Tauber reiterated that a report of business operation and financial documents are needed for information.   
Susan Thomas stated that she has sent the operating budget to the Township Committee members and the Municipal Building twice this spring.  Each Township Committee stated that they had not received such a document. 
Pat O’Brien explained the document as presented by the Library.  She stated that the operating budget is simple in that the highest expense is employee salary.  She stated that no more detail is available and there are no receivables to report.  She added that the Library currently has $84,000.00 in cash, one-quarter of which is tied up in a building fund.

Mr. DiMare stated that he would like to see an analysis on the income side as the numbers are the same year to year.   
Barbara Martalus a member of the OCC Board discussed the history of the Library’s use of the structure, adding that the Township’s emotional attachment to the building is great. She noted that grants have not been applied for because there was not a legitimate use for the structure – when the Library takes over, the grant process will be possible.  Additional comments were made regarding public confusion between the OCC, the Library and Friends of the Library. She asked the Township Committee for their trust, adding that fund raising will became a major means of support.
Mr. Mennen stated that there appears to be a point of view of the community at large that the Library has not undertaken the appropriate level of effort to fund raise.  He stated that when the Library returns 04/24/07, this should be addressed in detail.

Mrs. O’Brien noted that Library expenses are fixed and if the Library does not receive additional funding, the hours of operation will have to be reduced.  She outlined the amount of funds received through fund raising.

Ms. Martalus stated that a better job needs to be done to clear up the confusion regarding the County versus Township Library. 
Arnold Shapack  stated that the document distributed is operating funds and a detailed report will be given to the Township Committee on 04/24/07.
Mr. Flowers stated that cutting expenses and lowering services would happen if the allocated funds remained at $40,000.00.

Additional comments were made regarding the increase in circulation and the hours of operation.

Ms. Ace stated that she is not adverse to fund raising, but hopes that grant funding will be a possibility in the future.  She added that the Library hopes to have the second floor re-opened soon and other capital items effectuated.

In response to a question by Dr. Voyce, it was stated that the Library hopes to take over the building within a month.  Mrs. Martalus added that a few items need to be finalized prior to the closing.

In response to a question by Mr. Flowers, Ms. Martalus stated that if the second floor is re-opened, it will generate much good will in the Township.

Patrice Marturana reminded the Committee that the Board of Education is having a Public Hearing on the 2007 School Budget on 3/28/07.

10.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Mennen stated that the Municipal Budget is a work in progress, adding that he would like to see a different format for budget introduction as he feels he is “disconnected from the process.”  He added that he would prefer to hear directly from the people with regard to requests for funding and would not mind if the budget process either started sooner or ended later.
Dr. Voyce noted the upcoming Board of Education budget hearings. 

Deputy Mayor Tauber instructed the Administrator to notify the Chief of Police to continue the procedure as in previous years for the extended licensing of hunters on Township property and to expand the radius of safety around the Tewksbury Elementary School.

11.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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