TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
June 14, 2010
The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Mario Colitti arrived at 7:40 p.m., Bruce Mackie, Teddy Murphy, Tom Schroth and Joe Weber.

Absent:  Laurence Malloy and Mary Ace
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 12, 2010.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
· Johnson Family Subdivisions (Block 23, Lots 2, 4, 20 & 36) – Ronald Kennedy, P.E. and Anthony Sblendorio
Mr. Anthony Sblendorio and Mr. Ronald Kennedy were present to discuss the James and Gretchen Johnson Subdivisions.  Mr. Sblendorio explained that his role in the project was to help the Johnson’s coordinate the Master Plan for their 1500 acre farm.  As part of the estate planning for the family they have been trying to figure out how the property will continue to serve their purposes moving forward; primarily securing vesting rights.  Four (4) subdivision applications have been filed with the Land Use Board which will create eleven (11) new lots on 650 acres.  The remainder of the land will continue to be used as woodland and farmland.  The current Johnson family is the fourth generation of Johnsons that have occupied the property.  The Johnson’s have had a long history of supporting environmental stewardship in the community; recently they have done several regenerative projects on the property (50 to 70 acres of field have been converted to warm season grasses) and the property is one of the last remaining dairy farms in NJ.  No new roads have been proposed as part of the subdivisions before the Land Use Board; there is an extensive road/driveway network that exists and those roads will be used as the ingress and egress for the proposed lots.  

Mr. Colitti arrived at 7:40 p.m.

Mr. Ron Kennedy, Gladstone Design, displayed for the Commission the aerial photography showing the properties involved in the subdivisions.  The key element with the subdivisions was to use what exists already.  The goal is not to build houses right now, but to create lots for vesting purposes.  Using the aerial photographs Mr. Kennedy described each subdivision and the lot yield proposed.  He explained that the house sites and existing road network dictated the proposed lot lines.  When asked if the Johnson property is in the Highlands Planning Area, Mr. Kennedy responded in the positive.  He noted that all of the DEP buffers have been identified.  Conceptual Stormwater Management has been prepared for each lot at the request of the Land Use Board professionals; the driveways, road improvements and house sites are all stand alone management plans.  When asked if the lots could be sold to anyone, Mr. Kennedy responded in the positive and explained that easements will be in place so that each lot can stand alone.  If the lots are sold out of the family it is likely that there will be deed restrictions placed on the lot by the Johnson’s.    Mr. Sblendorio explained that there has been a significant commitment to creating internal design guidelines to make sure best management practices are followed.  Mr. Kennedy explained that perc tests have been conducted and all have passed.  When asked if the Land Use Board is likely to request a site walk the response was positive.  
Mr. Kennedy noted that they used Tewksbury’s new ERI in preparing the plans and his staff commented that it was one of the most concise, well written reports that they have seen.  

Mr. Teasdale thanked Mr. Sblendorio and Mr. Kennedy for attending.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no one in the public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.

MINUTES
· April 12, 2010
Mrs. Murphy made a motion to approve the April 12, 2010 minutes with minor corrections.  Mr. Colitti seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

· May 10, 2010
Mr. Teasdale made a motion to approve the May 10, 2010 minutes as presented.  Mr. Schroth seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Weber made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence.  Mr. Mackie seconded that motion.  All were in favor.

a) A letter dated May 17, 2010 from the South Branch Watershed Association regarding the 2010 Membership donation.
b) Notice of Freshwater Wetlands Application from James L. Johnson, Block 23, Lot 2.
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Palmer Conservation Easement Resolution, Block 27, Lot 81
Mr. Teasdale explained that the forester for the Palmers took issue with the previous draft of the resolution.  He reminded the Board that the Palmers need relief from the conservation easement in order to perform woodland management on the portion of their property that is encumbered by the easement.  Discussion ensued regarding the Palmers plan and Mr. Teasdale proposed that the Commission not allow motorized vehicles on the south side of the stream.  Mr. Teasdale proposed that the Commission adopt the original resolution however striking the bullet that required that the woodland management plan be revised to reflect the goals of conservation.  The Commission agreed.  Mr. Weber made a motion to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Schroth.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:
Environmental Commission Resolution

06-14-10

Palmer Conservation Easement

Whereas Mr. and Mrs. Palmer have a conservation easement that vests with the land known as Block 27, Lot 81,

and whereas the Palmers appealed to the Tewksbury Township Committee for relief against some of the provisions of the easement that preclude them from conducting woodland management practices on the eased section of their property,

and whereas the Tewksbury Township Committee referred the Palmer’s request to the Township Environmental Commission for its review and advice,

and whereas three members of the Commission (Mssrs. Teasdale, Weber, and Schroth) walked the property on March 20 with Mr. Palmer and his forester Ms. Harrigan,

and whereas members of the Commission noted saturated soils, running water, standing pools, severely eroded stream banks along the Rockaway Creek, mature hardwoods with very little understory species, and invasive species like barberry and multiflora rose on the north side of the creek,  
and whereas Mr. Palmer expressed a desire to manage the land for conservation purposes, not for any financial gain from the sale of any forest products,

and whereas Mrs. Palmer attended the April 12, 2010 Environmental Commission meeting at which the site walk was discussed and where she reiterated that she and her husband had no interest in managing the property other than for conservation purposes; and where the Commission discussed the fact that a forestry bill has been signed into law that allows for conservation expenses to be a criteria for farmland preservation vs. annual remuneration, 
now therefore be it resolved that the Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission recommends that the Township Committee grant a modification to the easement to allow woodland management with the following conditions:

· that no motorized vehicles be used in the easement area on the south side of the Rockaway Stream, regardless of the time of year;

· and that if the easement holders received all proper Federal and State approvals that they be allowed to perform stream bank restoration projects if they elected to do so. If said project(s) required machinery, that it be brought in from the north side of the property.

Those in favor: Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie, Teddy Murphy, Tom Schroth, Chris Teasdale, Joe Weber

Those opposed:  None

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Mackie reported that the most recent Land Use Board meetings have dealt with the Housing and Fair Share Plan required to be filed with COAH by June 8, 2010.  The Land Use Board had two (2) plans prepared; one with COAH numbers and the other with Highlands numbers and both were forwarded to the Township Committee so they had the flexibility to file whichever they wanted.  Mr. Teasdale reported that the Township Committee voted to send both plans to the COAH.
Mr. Mackie reported that A.M. Best withdrew their application and no review is necessary.  

Mr. Schroth reported that the URWA is organizing the removal of water chestnuts (invasive species) from the Pascale Pond in the coming weeks.  Mrs. Murphy explained that Melissa Almendinger is the Strike Force contact person; URWA received federal money to identify and remove invasive species.  
· Discussion regarding Highlands Planning Area – Opting In
This item was tabled.

· Set 2010 Community Well Test dates – Status Update
The kits will be sold in September and the return dates will be in October.  Mr. Teasdale offered to send an article to the Times of Tewksbury.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Mackie made a motion to adjourn at 8:54 p.m.  Mr. Weber seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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