TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 27, 2007 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Shaun Van Doren presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, William Mennen, George Tauber and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

There were approximately eleven members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Van Doren.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.

3.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Doctor Voyce requested a copy of item “o”.
Mayor Van Doren read a letter from Tewkesbury England (item “m”).

4. 
Public Participation

Tony Koester, representing Boy Scout Troup 199 questioned the status of the proposal

regarding enhancements to Fairmount North.  Discussion followed regarding how the 2007

Budget will be introduced and finally adopted.  Additional comments were made regarding the

fact that the proposal is in various phases and later phases may require funding from the

Township; the initial phase will not. Mr. Koester noted that the planned improvements will be for

both Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. Mr. Koester stated that he would meet with Mr. Landon to further discuss the proposal.
Mr. DiMare stated that he would like to see a presentation regarding the proposal.  Mayor Van Doren suggested this occur at the 3/27/07 meeting.
Paul Smith, Scout Master for Boy Scout Troop 199 stated that he had not seen the minutes from the Parks Committee meeting regarding the proposal.  He added that phase two of the project is scheduled to occur within twelve months of commencement of the project.
Discussion followed concerning Jeffrey Fenton’s question regarding COAH funding and the

Developer’s Fee Ordinance.  It was noted that the developer’s fee has been utilized for the
sewer plant at the Bartles property.

Additional concern was raised regarding the matter of Police services in the Borough of Califon.

Mr. Fenton noted that he had heard that members of the Tewksbury DPW may be trained to assist drivers of the Tewksbury Rescue Squad, adding that Tewksbury Police officers should be trained as EMT’s. Mayor Van Doren stated that there is an incentive in the Police contract that officers be trained EMT’s.
Mayor Van Doren noted that the Tewksbury Police Department is currently one man down and if the discussion were to be re-established (regarding Police services in the Borough of Califon) additional officers would be needed to accomplish the work.

Mr. Fenton opined that the Chief and Lieutenant should be “on the road”.  
Mr. Fenton added that he would rather pay one cent more in taxes be raised for improved services.
Kevin Watsey External Affairs Liaison from the New Jersey American Water Company was present to introduce himself and outline the company’s services available to Township residents.  He distributed literature regarding information related to assistance for low income residents.
In response to a question by Mayor Van Doren, Mr. Watsey stated that he would look into the matter of infrastructure in the Township and if any upgrades are planned.

Additional discussion followed regarding the matter of a recent water line break in the Pottersville section of the Township.  Mr. Watsey noted that he would supply the Township with one primary emergency number.       
George Cassa thanked Mayor Van Doren for work done regarding the Vernoy Road bridge in

Morris County.  Mayor Van Doren noted that he needs to contact the Morris County

Freeeholders to verify their final plans for the bridge.

Mayor Van Doren was recused from the following discussion as he has relatives living within 200 feet of the property under discussion. 
Mr. Mennen was recused from the following discussion as he lives within 200 feet of the property under discussion.
Mr. Cassa noted a utility line project that is underway in the vicinity of the Whittemore Wildlife


Sanctuary. He noted violations that the quarry has been issued regarding air quality violations.  Deputy Mayor Tauber noted that the Township is aware of the above noted violations and the proposed Resolution #60-2007 addresses one of the violations.

Mr. Dimare noted that the proposed Resolution is an extension of the temporary quarry license.

Mr.  Landon noted that the Township Engineer and Attorney are reviewing the matters related to violations and will have a report and recommendation available for the 3/17/07 meeting.

Mr. Cassa praised Mayor Van Doren and Mr. Mennen for recusing themselves from quarry discussion as opposed to a Hunterdon County Freeholder (living within 200 feet) who does not.
5.
Actions to be taken
· Resolution #60-2007

Deputy Mayor Tauber explained the reason for adoption of proposed Resolution #60-2007 as prepared by Richard Cushing of Gebhardt & Kiefer.

Mr. DiMare requested that the following language be added to proposed Resolution #60-2007 (in the fifth Whereas).

“Stavola wishes to continue with the temporary license until such time as the Township Committee has a hearing or makes a determination with respect to issuance of a plenary quarry license.”
Mr. DiMare made a motion to adopt Resolution #60-2007 as amended, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Recused:  Mennen, Van Doren.

RESOLUTION NO.  60-2007   

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TEMPORARY LICENSE TO QUARRY

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury (“Township”) adopted an ordinance regulating quarrying and requiring a license to conduct that activity on June 27,  2000 (“Ordinance”); and


WHEREAS, Stavola Quarries, LLC, 810 Thompson Avenue, Bound Brook, New Jersey (“Stavola”) is the owner of a quarry known as the Oldwick Materials Quarry, Oldwick, New Jersey (“Quarry”); and


WHEREAS, Stavola applied for and received a temporary Quarry License for the year 2007; and


WHEREAS, Stavola, pursuant to the Ordinance, has submitted to the Township a Quarry License Application for the year 2007 which is being reviewed by the Township Engineer and Planner; and


WHEREAS, Stavola wishes to continue with a temporary license until such time as the Township Committee has a hearing or makes a determination with respect to issuance of a plenary quarry license; and 


WHEREAS, The Township Engineer has received information that Stavola has failed to notify the Township of Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) permit violations, and needs time to investigate this and other issues in connection with quarry operations.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, Hunterdon County, New Jersey that Stavola Quarries, LLC be and is hereby granted a temporary license to operate the Oldwick Materials Quarry for the period from February 28, 2007 to March 13, 2007, subject to the following terms and conditions:


1.    The license to operate hereby granted is not a plenary license and the operation of the Oldwick Materials Quarry shall be limited to the activities set forth herein.  The license shall expire the earlier of March 13, 2007, the issuance of a plenary license or the failure of the Oldwick Materials Quarry to strictly comply with the conditions of this Resolution.  This is to allow staff and professionals time to review the DEP violations.


2.    All operations of the Oldwick Materials Quarry will be conducted, and permitted only in accordance with Ordinance and the terms and conditions of the 2006 Quarry License.


3.    Except for local deliveries within one mile of this exit, Stavola shall prohibit all dump trucks and vehicles having a gross weight, in excess of four tons from making a right-hand turn onto Rockaway Road when exiting the Quarry.  Stavola will post adequate signage at the exit of the Quarry to notify truck drivers of this restriction


4.    The granting of this temporary license is without prejudice and does not grant to Stavola any “grandfather rights” to operate or carry on any quarry operations of any type,  nor does it assure Stavola that it will be granted a Quarry License for the year 2007 or thereafter. Stavola acknowledges, by accepting the temporary license granted herein, that it must comply with all requirements of the Ordinance in order to receive a plenary license for the year 2007.

__________________

George Tauber

Deputy Mayor

Mayor Van Doren and Mr. Mennen returned to the meeting at this time.

Public Participation (continued)

In response to a question by David Barnes, Mayor Van Doren explained why a discussion with Chief O’Dell would be considered an Executive Session topic.  Mr. Landon referred to a memo issued earlier this year regarding Executive Session topics.
Discussion followed concerning Robert Becker’s question regarding when Executive Session minutes become available to the public.  
· Consent Agenda


Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote

was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce. 

Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION 56-2007

A RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE DEFERRAL OF SCHOOL TAXES

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey in accordance with regulations adopted by the New Jersey Division of Local Government Services, the Chief Financial Officer of said Township is hereby authorized to defer payment of a portion of school tax levy until 2007 in the following amounts:

Tewksbury Township Schools
$5,520,004.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of said resolution is to be filed with the Division of Local Government Services.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #57-2007

TRANSFERS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following transfers.

	Current Fund
	
	
	
	

	From: 
	
	
	To: 
	

	A&E OE
	8,000.00
	
	Legal Services & Costs
	17,700.00

	Police S&W
	12,895.00
	
	Board of Health Inspections
	1,075.00

	
	
	
	Telecommunications
	2,050.00

	
	
	
	Accumulated Leave Time Liability
	70.00

	TOTAL
	20,895.00
	
	TOTAL
	20,895.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Hunters Glen Sewer Utility
	
	
	
	

	From: 
	
	
	To: 
	

	Salaries & Wages
	1,320.00
	
	Repairs & Maintenance
	1,320.00

	TOTAL
	1,320.00
	
	TOTAL
	1,320.00


___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #58-2007

READ ACROSS AMERICA

WHEREAS, the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury stand firmly committed to promoting reading as the catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of the future and their ability to compete in a global economy; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury has provided significant leadership in the area of community involvement in the education of our youth, grounded in the principal that educational investment is the key to the community’s well-being and long-term quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, the National Education Association’s Read Across America, a national celebration of reading, will be conducted on March 2, 2007, which would have been the 103rd birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel, better know as Dr. Seuss; and

WHEREAS, Read Across America-NJ is being conducted statewide by the New Jersey Education Association, in partnership with the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, the New Jersey Library Association, the Saturn- UAW, and their local affiliates across the state to promote reading and adult involvement in the education of our community’s students.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey calls on the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury to assure that every child is in a safe place reading together with a caring adult on March 2, 2007;and 
BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Committee enthusiastically endorses NEA’s Read Across America and Read Across America-NJ, and recommits our community to engage in programs and activities to make America’s children the best readers in the world.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #59-2007

REGARDING AN ABANDONED PIPE LOCATED ON BLOCK 44 LOT 22

WHEREAS, United Cerebral Palsy at Tewksbury Urban Renewal, L.P. (“UCP”) has entered into a long term lease with the Township regarding Block 44, Lot 22 for the purposes of constructing affordable housing in the Township of Tewksbury; and

WHEREAS, 96 linear feet of 8 inch diameter PVC sanitary sewer pipe along the easterly side of the United Cerebral Palsy leased area (“the abandoned pipe”) has been abandoned by the Township of Tewksbury because it conflicted with the proposed UCP building on the site per the correspondence from Township of Tewksbury surveying consultant, Bradford R. Elam, P.L.S., P.P., of Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. dated January 12, 2007 which is attached hereto as Schedule A; and

WHEREAS, the tax credit investor for UCP has requested further assurance from the Township indicating that the Township has no further claim or right in this portion of the sewer line;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that the 96 linear feet of 8 inch diameter PVC sanitary sewer pipe along the easterly side of the UCP leased area (“the abandoned pipe”), which is separate from a 150 linear feet reach of 8 inch diameter PVC sanitary sewer pipe that was constructed to replace “the abandoned pipe”, has been abandoned by the Township of Tewksbury and the Township releases any claim or right to use “the abandoned pipe” now or in the future.  

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Minutes of 02/13/07

· Executive Session minutes of 02/13/07

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings & Determinations for 4/14/07 OFC 50/50 raffle


· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings & Determinations for 4/14/07 OFC on premise draw raffle

· Appointments

Mr. Tauber and Dr. Voyce volunteered to serve on the Cross Acceptance Committee.

Dr. Voyce made a motion to appoint Carol Leighton to the Forestry Advisory Board for a one year term, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

6.
Work Session Topics

Robert O’Neil, Watershed Protection Specialist and Planner was present to discuss the Township’s participation in the Municipal Assessment Process.  He explained that the Environmental Protection Agency received a grant to work with municipalities in New Jersey regarding water quality improvements.  He would work with a representative of the Township and review the Master Plan, Ordinances and Land Use regulations and give an objective opinion of the Township’s stand. He opined that Tewksbury may be “ahead of the curve” and his work may only entail praise for current status.  He stated that there would be little staff time involved and he would work with whoever is named in the proposed Resolution.  Mr. O’Neil noted that the final result of his work would be a report with recommendations to the Township Committee, noting that the report has no regulatory power.  In response to a question by Mayor Van Doren, Mr. O’Neil stated that the average turn around time is three to twelve months.

In response to a question by Mr. Tauber, Mr. O’Neil stated that he has little interface with the Township Planner, rather the report is submitted to the governing body who, in turn, forwards it the Planning/Land Use Board.   Mr. O’Neil cited work done in other municipalities and how the assessment was used in a positive manner.
In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mr. O’Neil stated that many of the suggestions he makes in his reports are often times already in the process of being reviewed.
It was the consensus of the Committee to have a Resolution prepared for adoption at the 03/13/07 meeting.
7.
 Public Participation

Bill Clark requested additional information regarding the signing of the current Police contract, the rehabilitation of athletic fields at the Christie Hoffman Farm and the hourly rate for the Township Attorney.  Mr. Clark stated that “he planned to do something about it” (with regard to the matter of the athletic field.)  He noted that “it’s the small things that trip up politicians.” 
George Cassa reiterated his comment as stated while Mayor Van Doren and Mr. Mennen were recused.
8.
 Township Committee Comments

Mr. DiMare requested a copy of minutes from 12-12-06.  
Dr. Voyce stated that he spoke with Mayor Walsh from Washington Township (Morris County) 

with regard to the matter of hydrant usage as discussed at a previous Township Committee meeting. It was added that Mayor Walsh has contacted a representative from the Washington Township Municipal Utilities Authority.

Mr. Landon noted that he is waiting to receive a written proposal from Clinton Township regarding the matter of joint Tax Assessor.  

9.
Executive Session

At  9:40 PM Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #61-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Contract Negotiations and Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor
10.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 10:10 PM
Mr. Tauber made a motion to renew the professional services agreement with Gebhardt & Kiefer to be signed by Judith Kopen for the rate as listed on the original rate schedule through 12/31/07, seconded by Dr. Voyce.

In response to a question by Mr. DiMare it was stated that the total amount to be listed in the contract would be $114,000.00.

The above motion was approved.  Ayes: Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: DiMare.

It was the consensus of the Committee to have Chief O’Dell come to the 03/13/07 meeting at 7:00 PM, Mr. Ryan at 7:30 PM and Mr. Molloy at 7:40 PM.

In response to a question by Mayor Van Doren, Mr. Dimare stated that he had not received a response to his request regarding Board of Education attendance at a Township Committee meeting.

11.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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