TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
JULY 14, 2008
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Teasdale, Greg Storms, Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie Ms. Ace (arrived at 8:01 p.m.) and Teddy Murphy. 
Absent: 
Tom Schroth, Mary Elizabeth Warner and Laurence Malloy.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2008.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.  
MINUTES

· April 14, 2008
· June 9, 2008
Chairman Teasdale stated that the June 9, 2008 minutes would be tabled as there were not enough members present to approve them.  Both Chairman Teasdale and Ms. Murphy made grammatical amendments to the June 9th minutes which would be forwarded to Ms. McCarthy.  He then asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the April 14, 2008 minutes to the response was negative.   
Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission for a motion regarding the April 14, 2008 amended minutes to which Mr. Colitti made a motion to approve the April 14, 2008 minutes and Mr. Storms seconded that motion.  All were in favor.   
Chairman Teasdale noted that the Pascale Committee was formally established by the Township Committee and asked for a volunteer from the Environmental Commission to sit on the committee to which Mr. Storms responded that he would be willing to do so.  Chairman Teasdale stated he would inform Ms. Brassard that he was interested in serving on the Committee.
CORRESPONDENCE

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the correspondence to which the response was negative.  He stated that he would have Ms. Murphy comment on the correspondence at the next meeting if necessary.     
1. A letter dated July 2, 2008 from Geoffrey and Deborah Close to Mr. Larry Catuna, NJDEP Hunterdon County Section Chief regarding the JCP&L application submission to the NJDEP.  

2. A letter dated June 20, 2008 from JCP&L to the NJDEP regarding an application for a Freshwater Wetlands Individual Permit (application is on file with the clerk at the Municipal Building).  

3. A letter forwarded from the Township Committee to the Environmental Commission regarding the Board of Public Utilities/Notice of Solicitation of Informal Public Input.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES INVENTORY

· Update on Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI)
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding an update on the Environmental Resources Inventory.  He stated that Ms. Kratzer explained to the Land Use Board on June 18th what the ERI consisted of.  He further stated that they requested that the Board adopt the ERI as part of the Conservation Element of the Master Plan.  He noted that there are many maps in the Master Plan which have changed since the document was adopted and that the ERI contains the updated mapping.  He added that the Board voted to submit the ERI to Mr. Banisch for his review and comments.  He stated that once he receives the updated ERI disk from Ms. Kratzer he would forward it to Mr. Banisch for his review.  He stated that he would provide the Commission with copies of the revised ERI when it was received.  Mr. Mackie asked if the ERI was at the point of preparation where the EC was finalizing what has been done to which Chairman Teasdale responded that Ms. Ace was going to commit information regarding stream testing.  Mr. Mackie expressed concern regarding continually revising the ERI without a cut off date due to the grant to which Chairman Teasdale responded that ANJEC has been very supportive in allowing them to continue with the project past the date the project was supposed to be finished as per the grant.  
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Discussion regarding Power Line Vegetation Management 

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding Power Line Vegetation Management.  Ms. Murphy stated that she spoke with a Customer Liaison from JCP&L and she informed her that residents were unhappy with the vegetation management.  She further stated that she informed her that they didn’t inform Mr. Benson as they were supposed to when vegetation management was to be performed.  She stated that the representative from JCP&L stated that she was available and would answer calls/complaints regarding tree cutting from residents.  Ms. Murphy stated that she informed her that it was important for JCP&L to review all conservation easement agreements in order to be certain that the power company knows what they are allowed to do in terms of maintenance.  She stated that the JCP&L representative would continue to be in contact with her.    

Chairman Teasdale stated that there are plans to install a new high tension power line across New Jersey north of Tewksbury Township as it cuts through the Highlands.  He asked Ms. Murphy which power lines in Tewksbury belonged to which power company to which Ms. Murphy responded that JCP&L and PSE&G own the power lines and explained which power lines belonged to which company.  Mr. Storms stated that every 3-4 years the utility company clear cuts under the power line near his property.  Ms. Murphy stated that she, Mr. Benson and Ms. Goodchild met with a representative of public service and they told them they were only required to plant mixed meadow grass after clear cutting.  She further stated that Mr. Benson tried to explain to them that they needed to remove the invasive plants prior to replanting.  She added that any suggestions made by the Commission would be passed along to the representatives from the power company.         

· Update on Stream Crossing Protocol

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding an update on the Stream Crossing Protocol.  He stated that he received completed data from one of the teams and wasn’t sure of the progress of the other teams.  Ms. Ace asked what the projected date of completion was to which Chairman Teasdale responded that they hoped to complete the project this year.  Ms. Ace asked who was doing the stream crossing at Potterstown Road and Rockaway Road to which Chairman Teasdale responded that he wasn’t sure.  Ms. Ace expressed concern regarding remediation not being done on areas of the stream that needed it.  Ms. Murphy stated that she is just beginning her portion of the stream testing.     

· Discussion regarding well test project outcome (T. Murphy)

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the well test project outcome.  Ms. Murphy stated that Ms. Ely from the South Branch Watershed Association (SBWA) was going to forward the final report to her soon.  She stated that there was a delay with residents receiving their results as there was an issue with the equipment at the original lab and a second lab needed to be contracted to process the samples.  She noted that every homeowner has been notified by SBWA.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would like to review the past years of data and see if it was something Ms. Kratzer could include in the ERI.  He asked Ms. Murphy to obtain the past years data from SBWA for them to review. 
· Discussion regarding Arbor Day Outcome (T. Murphy)

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Arbor Day Outcome.  Ms. Murphy stated that the State Arbor Day Program would be held in Tewksbury.  She further stated that there would be the usual ceremony with the children and trees gifted.  She further stated that there will be a program in the middle of the day at Christie Hoffman with a lunch being served in April of 2009.  She added that she felt the Commission should encourage groups in the Township to undertake an Arbor Day activity.  She stated that the Township would provide bushes and trees.  She further stated that the Liberty Elms planted at Fairmount North would be moved and planted along the parking lot.  She stated that the Parks Committee has a plan to do planting for Arbor Day.  She stated that they would like to install protective fencing around the trees.  Chairman Teasdale suggested possibly providing larger maps from the ERI for the event.      
LAND USE BOARD MATTERS

· Update on Land Use Board matters

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding an update on Land Use Board Matters.  Mr. Mackie stated that the JCP&L application which he is recused from is still ongoing.  Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any large projects coming up for the Land Use Board to which Mr. Mackie responded in the negative.  Mr. Mackie asked if the Commission received a letter regarding a complaint on Beavers Road to which the Chairman Teasdale responded in the negative.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he went before the Township Committee with Mr. Matarazzo.  He further stated that the meeting was productive and the Township Engineer will be visiting the property.  

Chairman Teasdale asked if there was any additional business to which the response was positive.  Mr. Colitti asked if the Commission wanted to consider preparing a memo to urge the Township to pass a resolution regarding the new COAH rules and the environmental impact.  Chairman Teasdale asked if there was a comment period to which Mr. Colitti responded in the negative.  Ms. Murphy stated that her son was just in London and read that the U.S. Supreme Court is beginning to discuss the COAH issues.  Mr. Colitti stated that certain Townships in Hunterdon County are challenging the COAH rules.  

Chairman Teasdale recommended that the Commission not meet in August and that in September the Commission could tackle to COAH issue.  He stated he wouldn’t be able to attend the August meeting if it wasn’t cancelled.  The Commission had no objection to canceling the August meeting.          

ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Ms. Ace and seconded by Ms. Murphy at 8:47 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie McCarthy
