TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
MARCH 12, 2007
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Chairman, Miriam Murphy, Dr. Robins, Ms. Frey (arrived at 7:35 p.m.), Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie, and Mary Ace (arrived at 7:40 p.m.).
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 24, 2007.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.
MINUTES

Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the February 12, 2007 minutes to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Commission for a motion in which Mr. Colitti made a motion to approve the minutes of February 12, 2007 and Mr. Mackie seconded that motion.  All were in favor.    
CORRESPONDENCE

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the correspondence to which the response was positive.  The Commission requested further information regarding two letters from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would ask Ms. Beeh to provide further information regarding same.
1) A letter dated February 23, 2007 from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District regarding Block 44, Lot 22.

2) A letter dated February 23, 2007 from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District regarding Block 5, Lot 2.02.

3) A letter dated February 22, 2007 from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District regarding Block 44, Lot 22.

4) A letter dated February 21, 2007 from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District regarding Block 14, Lot 25.02.

5) A letter dated February 22, 2007 from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District regarding Block 38, Lot 16.02.

6) A letter dated February 15, 2007 from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District regarding Block 44, Lot 22.

7) A letter dated February 14, 2007 from Chris Teasdale to Alan Johnson, Director of the Hunterdon County Utilities Authority regarding recycling.

8) A letter dated February 6, 2007 from the North Jersey Resource and Conservation and Development regarding the River-Friendly Farm Program.  For more information visit:  http://www.njriverfriendlyfarm.org. 

9) 2007 South Branch Watershed Association Annual 2007 Awards Dinner – Friday March 23, 2007 at 6PM.  
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Environmental Resources Inventory
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI).  He stated that the Township has agreed that funding for the ERI will not be contingent upon the ANJEC grant being awarded; however, the Commission was still going to pursue the grant monies.  He stated that the draft proposal was sent to the EC members via e-mail.  The Commission reviewed the ANJEC grant proposal and a few amendments were made.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would amend the draft proposal and forward to Ms. Beeh for her to send to ANJEC.  He also stated that he would have Ms. Beeh forward the final grant proposal to the Environmental Commission.     
· Discussion regarding future joint meeting with the Parks Committee
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the joint meeting with the Parks Committee.  He stated that Mr. Rolf Marganau, representative from Parks, was in the audience.  He explained that the Parks Committee would like to have a future joint meeting with the Environmental Commission in the future.  Mr. Mackie asked what the proposed agenda would be to which Chairman Teasdale responded that the Parks Committee and the Environmental Commission would discuss the agenda.  He suggested that the brief the Parks Committee on the Environmental Resources Inventory.  He also suggested that the have a discussion regarding deer and recommending more enclosures to be installed on Township owned public lands/parks.   

· Update on iMapNJDEP
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding an update on iMapNJDEP.  Ms. Murphy stated that she attended a workshop regarding the iMapNJDEP landscape project.  She further stated that she felt it was a useful tool which showed how to interface aerial maps with what NJDEP has done with the landscape project.

· Request from Upper Raritan Watershed Association to meet with the Commission on April 9, 2007.
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding a request from the Upper Raritan Watershed Association to meet with the Commission on April 9, 2007.  He stated that they would like to share information with the Environmental Commission.  Ms. Frey suggested having the Parks Committee attend the meeting as well for a joint session to which Ms. Ace responded that she supported the suggestion.  Chairman Teasdale suggested moving the joint meeting with URWA to May as April will be a busy month with the ERI bidding and ANJEC grant decision results having been submitted to which the Commission agreed.

· Highlands Draft Master Plan – Comments
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Highlands Draft Master Plan/Comments.  He stated that the Commission received via e-mail comments from the Land Use Board Subcommittee as well as Mr. Hintz, Township Planner, regarding the comments to be submitted to the Highlands Council prior to the submission deadline.  Ms. Frey stated that the comment period would probably be extended.  She gave a brief update on the Highlands Draft Master Plan.  Chairman Teasdale volunteered to attend the next Highlands Draft Master Plan public hearing on behalf of the Environmental Commission to express their concerns. 
· Arbor Day
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding Arbor Day.  Ms. Murphy stated that the Forestry Advisory Board was undertaking responsibility for planning the Arbor Day Celebration, however, would welcome input/suggestions from the Environmental Commission.  She further stated that Arbor Day will be celebrated on Friday, April 27, 2007.  She noted that there would be a program to be held at the school as well as tree plantings in multiple locations (Township owned lands).  She also stated that the project was a coordinated effort with the Parks Committee, Scenic Roads Commission and the Environmental Commission.  
· South Branch Watershed Association Community Well Testing Program
Chairman announced the discussion regarding the South Branch Watershed Association Community Well Testing Program.  Ms. Murphy stated that the kits would be for sale at the Municipal Building starting Monday, March 26th through Monday, May 14th.   She further stated that the well testing had been advertised as press releases in the Hunterdon County Democrat and Hunterdon Review as well as the Times of Tewksbury.  She also stated that flyers would be distributed to the schools as well. She stated that she still needed volunteers to assist with the drop off date.  
LAND USE BOARD MATTERS

· Update on Land Use Board matters

Mr. Mackie stated that the Land Use Board heard the application for the Crossroads @ Oldwick Homeowner’s Association request to modify a condition of approval which would allow them to install underground sprinklers.  He stated that the Board requested that the applicant provide them with the proposed increase in water volume as well as a landscape plan depicting the proposed areas to be watered.  He noted that the Homeowners Association would be before the Board again on April 4, 2007 for a continuation of the public hearing.
ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Mr. Mackie at 10:00 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Beeh 
