TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

OCTOBER 14, 2008 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, Robert Hoffman, William Mennen, and Shaun Van Doren.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately ten members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Mr. Van Doren read correspondence from the White House into the minutes of the meeting. (included at end of minutes)
Mayor Voyce read the correspondence from Mike D’Ericco into the minutes of the meeting.  He noted that Mr. D’Errico will be at the 10-28-08 meeting to further discuss Arbor Day 2009. 

(included at end of minutes)
 4. 
Public Participation

Tom Dillon questioned if the Township Committee was going to discuss sidewalks in Oldwick at tonight’s meeting.

Mayor Voyce explained that the Township Engineer is reviewing deeds and other documents in an effort to ascertain how much sidewalk repair could be done with available grant funding.
Mr. Dillon questioned the language of the Open Space Referendum question which will be on the November 4, 2008 ballot.  He questioned if there was any public dialogue regarding the wording of the question and whether it should be a non-binging referendum.  He opined that the question is vague and that it would not pass if the residents of the Township understood the matter.

Mr. Mennen explained the new CAP law and the various restrictions on the tax levy.  He added that a dialogue between the public and the Township Committee would be helpful to answer many of the questions he has heard from Township residents, suggesting that this be done at the 10/28/08 Township Committee meeting.  

Further discussion followed regarding Mr. Dillon’s request for “transparency” and letting the public know the reason behind the Open Space Referendum question.

Further discussion followed regarding how to structure the 10/28/08 discussion which will include a presentation by the Township CFO. Additional discussion followed regarding the genesis of the Open Space Referendum question and Mr. Landon reminded the Committee that they initially wanted to get an opinion from the public regarding additional acquisition of open space.

It was stated that the Township Committee’s adoption of the Resolution to place the Referendum question on the ballot was not to be construed as an endorsement of the question. 
Rolf Margenau noted that the Parks Committee had requested that language pertaining to “care and maintenance of Township owned land” be included in the Open Space Referendum question.  It was noted that this concept is included in the language and is referred to as “stewardship.”   
In response to a question from LeRoy Lance, members of the Committee explained the status of the sidewalk discussion in Oldwick.  It was stated that the Township Engineer is reviewing documents to see how far the grant funds will go towards repairing existing sidewalks on Church Street and County Road 517.  Mr. Lance noted that many of the sidewalks received damage when the County road work was being done.

Mayor Voyce stated that a meeting will be scheduled to further discuss the matter and affected residents will be properly notified. 
David Barnes thanked Mayor Voyce for reading the letter from Mr. D’Errico adding special thanks to Norman Diegnan and Teddy Murphy for their work with Arbor Day 2009.
5.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Introduction
Mr. Van Doren moved to introduce Ordinance #13-2008, seconded by Mr. Mennen.

Mr. DiMare and Mr. Hoffman noted that this version of the Ordinance amendment was clearer and more complete than the original version.

The above noted motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  none.  

It was noted that the first meeting in November was scheduled for 11/11/08 and Municipal offices are closed.  The Municipal Clerk will re-notice the first meeting in November for 11/10/08. 
The Public Hearing on Ordinance #13-2008 is scheduled for 11/10/08.
ORDINANCE NO. 13-2008

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT TITLE 5, “BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGULATIONS,” CHAPTER 5.16, “TRANSIENT MERCHANTS, PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, CIRCUSES, ETC.,” SECTION 120, “HOURS OF SOLICITATION,” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY TO EXTEND THE HOURS WHICH A LICENSEE MAY BE ACTIVE

· Consent Agenda


Regarding Mr. Van Doren’s concern with the following item listed on the Consent Agenda, Ms.

Brassard stated that the applicant hand delivered the application to the ABC prior to the event

taking place.  It was suggested that Township groups be advised of deadlines when applying for

various licenses.
· Authorization to have Clerk sign Application for Special Permit for Social Affair for SHHR event 10-04-08 (submitted 9-29-08)

Mr. Mennen requested that Resolution #137-2008 be removed from the Consent Agenda.
Mr. Hoffman moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. 

A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van

Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
RESOLUTION #136-2008

A RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2008 SALARIES AND WAGES FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following salary and wage for the employee so stated is hereby set for the year 2008.

	CONSTRUCTION CODE ENFORCEMENT

	Thomas Lance
	Part time Building Sub Code Official and Inspector, Fire Sub Code Official and Inspector 
	41.00/hour*




* effective 10/16/08

_________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #138-2008

TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A $1000.00 DONATION FROM 

THE ISABEL & DAVID MAHALICK FOUNDATION, INC. TO THE 

TEWKSBURY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

WHEREAS, a charitable donation of $1000.00 was made to the Tewksbury Police Department by the Isabel & David Mahalick Foundation, Inc..

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that this donation has been gratefully acknowledged and the monies will be used to fund the purchase of a laptop compute for the Township OEM vehicle.

_________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor
MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 10/14/08
· Minutes of 09/23/08 

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings & Determinations for 11-28-08 OFC 50/50 Raffle

· Authorization to have Clerk sign Application for Special Permit for Social Affair for SHHR event 10-04-08 (submitted 9-29-08)

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Community Forestry Plan

· Authorization to have Municipal Clerk sign OFC Application for Douglas Farrell 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of Resolution #137-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The

motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Hoffman,

Mennen.

 RESOLUTION #137-2008

BANKING OF ALLOCATED FUNDS FROM HUNTERDON COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008

WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon has established the Hunterdon County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund and has made municipal grant funding available to each municipality; and

WHEREAS, the funds available to the Township of Tewksbury for Fiscal year 2008 are $89,871.04.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury that the County of Hunterdon is requested to reserve and bank the allotment for Fiscal Year 2008.
_________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

6.
Reports

Township Committee Sub Committee

Finance

Mr. Van Doren noted that Township staff is commencing work on the 2009 Budget and any currently allocated capital funds not yet spent, should not be utilized in 2008 but cancelled.  He added that funds will be tight in 2009 and the staff and professionals will have to “tighten their belts”.
It was noted that the contract for Bartles Phase 3 was not adopted at tonight’s meeting due to budgetary constraints.  

Mr. Van Doren explained to Mr. Hoffman the discussion held at the last Township Committee meeting regarding the Bartles site.

He commented on the North Hunterdon Municipal Court matter, adding that 2009 Budget discussion will commence shortly.

Public Works

Mr. DiMare noted that the DPW seems to be running smoothly.  He added that he received a call regarding a sink hole on Fox Hill Road near the stone bridge and Palatine Road.

Public Safety
Mr. Hoffman noted the following items.

· The Tewksbury Rescue Squad held a class for defensive driving.  

· The fire truck for the Oldwick Fire Company should be delivered by January 2009.

· There have been a number of traffic accidents lately.

· He questioned the status of the discussion regarding the Police Chief.

It was noted that a special meeting will be held on 10-23-08 at 6:00 PM to discuss Police matters.

Planning/Land Use

Mr. Mennen noted the following items.

· The Land Use subcommittee continues to work on a Special Events Ordinance and the copy that was distributed to the Township Committee needs to be further refined.
· The letter from the Highlands Council dated 10/9/08 needs to be reviewed by Township staff so that there is compliance with stated deadlines.

· The JCP&L hearings are the main focus of the Land Use Board and the matter is coming to its one year anniversary.

Education/Community Affairs

Mayor Voyce noted the following items.

· The football field at Voorhees High School was recently closed for repairs.
· The Harvest Festival and Clean Up Day are scheduled for 10/25/08.

· The Tewksbury Land Trust has a walk of the Lance property scheduled for 10/25/08.

Township Attorney
Mr. Selvaggi noted the following items.

· The Combe Landfill matter is drawing to a close after years of discussion and the insurance companies will pick up most of the settlement costs.

· The Special Events Ordinance will be further fine tuned in hopes of introduction.

· The Koebel matter will be discussed in Executive Session.
Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted the following items.

· The Holiday Party scheduled for 12/4/08 at the Oldwick Fire Company (OFC) building could cost (approximately) double that of years past because of the need to rent all products related to catering the event.  Discussion followed regarding whether or not to have a party and how to do so in an economical fashion.  
It was the consensus of the Committee to have a gathering of Township staff and volunteers at the OFC building with desserts and hot drinks.

· The fence has been installed around the Christie Hoffman barn and the issue of stabilizing the structure is being reviewed.

· The final paperwork for the Callanan property has been filed and a walk of the site taken in anticipation of finalizing the SADC application.  
· Additional comments were made regarding the Budget memos distributed and the fact that non-essential operating expenditures for the balance of the year will not be used and will be cancelled.    It was added that funding will be flat for 2009 for all volunteer groups in the Township as well as operating budgets for the Township.  

7.
Public Participation

David Barnes thanked the Township Committee for agreeing to sign the Community Forestry Plan.  He added that Tewksbury will be the host of Arbor Day 2009 and there are activities and programs already being planned.
Dave Tonneson questioned the status of the drainage issues at the Bartles site and whether the underground piping had been inspected for breakage.

Additional discussion followed regarding the work that still needs to be done on the Bartles parking lot.

8.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Van Doren distributed a letter to Mr. Selvaggi from Dana Desiderio about the Brennan-Brooks/WTMUA matter that was discussed at previous meetings.

Mr. Hoffman thanked Mr. Dillon for attending the meeting.  He added that the Special Event Permit Ordinance needs further review.

Mr. Mennen noted that he attended a meeting of the Tewksbury Woman’s Club to present information on the proposed Open Space Tax.  He also attended a meeting in Chester of the 24th Legislative District at which COAH and other topics were discussed.

Mayor Voyce noted that the following items will be on the 10/28/08 Township Committee schedule:  Arbor Day 2009, Open Space Tax, 2009 Quarry License.

Mayor Voyce addressed comments made by Mr. Barnes at an earlier meeting regarding trails at the Pottersville Preserve.  He noted that a bridge could have been constructed as opposed to trails being filled and this will be looked at for future projects.    

9.
Executive Session

At  9:10 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

.  

RESOLUTION #139-2008
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Advice of Attorney, Land Acquisition and Litigation.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

10.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 9:45 PM.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion authorizing the Township Administrator to send a letter to Dana Desiderio regarding the Brennan-Brooks matter as discussed in Executive Session. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Recused:  Hoffman, Mennan.
Mr. Van Doren made a motion authorizing the Township Attorney to proceed as directed regarding review of the Koebel agreement as discussed in Executive Session. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Recused:  Hoffman, Mennan.
11.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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WASHINGTON

September 22, 2008

Dear Mr. Van Doren:

On behalf of President Bush, thank you for your letter asking the President to
oppose H.R. 980/S. 2123, the Public Safety Employer-Employee Cooperation Act
of2007.

On May 13, 2008, the White House issued a Statement of Administration Policy
clearly stating the Administration’s objections to the House version of the bill. If
the bill were presented to the President, his senior advisors would recommend that
he veto the bill. As of this writing, the bill has not been presented to the President.

‘Thank you again for your letter. Please do not hesitate to contact Bill Behrens,
Special Assistant to the President, or me at (202) 456-2896 if we may be of
further assistance to you.

Sincerely,

et Weir Creighton
eputy Assistant to tfe President and

Director of Intergovésfmental Affairs

‘The Honorable Shaun C. Van Doren
Mayor

Township of Tewksbury

169 Old Turnpike Road

Califon, New Jerscy 07830
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Jo S. Corzve Lisa P. JAckson
Gavernor Division of Parks and Forestry Commissioner
] Forest Service
501E. State St
PO Box 404

Trenton, N) 08625-0404
Tel, 609/292-2582
Fax. 609/984-0378

September 30, 2008
Mayor William Voyce

Tewksbury Township
169 Old Tumnpike Road |
Califon, NJ 07830

Dear Mayor Voyce:

|
Every year on the last Friday in April, students and adults alike join together and celebrate one of our most
valuable natural resources -trees! On this annual tree planting holiday, Arbor Day, thousands of trees are

planted throughout New Jersey and across the nation, reminding all of us about the important ole trees play in
our daily lives. |

In consultation with the Tewksbury Township Forestry Advisory Board, it i with great pleasure to inform you
that the 60th annual State of New Jersey Arbor Day wil be celebrate in Tewksbury Township. Arbor Day was
officially designated a special event day in 1949 by the State Legislature. The observance of Asbor Day for the
60" yearis scheduled for Friday, April 24, 2009. As with past Arbor Days, we anticipate the attendancy o

hundred of guests and volunteers at the event, It should be a very special da for the State of New Jersey and
the Township of Tewksbury.

‘We look forward to working with you, the Township Committee and the Forestry Advisory Board to have a
very successful event.

Sincerely

Yo v TEruso

Michael V. D'Errico

Supervising Forester
DEP-Community Forestry

cc. Norman Diegnan
Miriam Murphy
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