TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JANUARY 23, 2007 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Shaun Van Doren presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, William Mennen, George Tauber and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

Judith Kopen, Township Attorney was in attendance.

There were approximately twenty members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Van Doren.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:05 PM Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #35-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Advice of Attorney, Contract Negotiations and Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

6.
Actions to be taken

· Ordinance Public Hearing

Mr. Tauber moved to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #01-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 01/11/07 Hunterdon County Democrat and a letter from the Planning board noting their review of the Ordinance and finding it not inconsistent with the Master Plan.
Mrs. Kopen explained two changes to the Ordinance as introduced that are de minimis, specifically in sections 4. Class IV—Regular Members and section 29.  
It was noted that Shana Goodchild and Randall Benson were in attendance. 
Rilda Hone questioned the status regarding adoption of the proposed Ordinance adding that she opposed adoption as she felt that individuals who had served the Township for numerous years would not be able to serve.  Discussion followed regarding the make up of the proposed Land Use Board.  In response to a question by Mrs. Hone, Mayor Van Doren stated that there is not a concrete dollar figure available regarding possible cost savings with relation to creating the Land Use Board.  He added that public participation will be available during future meetings of the Land Use Board.  
Betsy Baird stated that she saw the wisdom in combining the two boards to create the Land Use Board.  She noted that the current Board of Adjustment’s issues related to coverage issues.
George Cassa questioned the topic of public participation at Land Use Board meetings, adding that he has been in attendance at Board of Adjustment meetings and not been allowed to speak as he was not directly affected by an application.
Chris Teasdale opined that current Board of Adjustment issues will “eat you alive”.  Mayor Van Doren noted that proposed Ordinance #02-1007 scheduled for introduction later at this meeting will address the issues of coverage. 
There being no additional comments from the public, Mr. Tauber moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #01-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

Mr. DiMare stated his concern with comments made by Mr. Cassa regarding public participation. 
Mrs. Kopen stated that the public will not be allowed to participate in a matter before the Land Use Board during a hearing if the individual is not directly affected by the matter.  It was added that public participation will not be allowed if their comments are not germane to the matter under discussion.   
Mr. DiMare moved to re-open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #01-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

Mr. Cassa gave a specific example of the matter under discussion that ultimately led him to the court system.
Dr. Voyce moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #01-2007, seconded by Mr. Tauber. The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

Dr. Voyce moved adoption of Ordinance #01-2007, seconded by Mr. Mennen.

Dr. Voyce stated that he understood Mrs. Hone’s comments, adding that he did not feel there would be any adverse issues related to the creation of the Land Use Board.
Mrs. Kopen stated that there is no provision in the Municipal Land Use Law to have a trial period related to the creation of a Land Use Board.  She added that the two individual Boards can only be reconstituted via a referendum question at a municipal election.  
A roll call vote was taken and the above noted motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY


HUNTERDON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY


ORDINANCE #01-2007

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY AMENDING AN ORDINANCE WHOSE SHORT TITLE IS “TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000)” BY TRANSFERRING TO THE PLANNING BOARD THE POWERS OF THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND RENAMING THE PLANNING BOARD THE “LAND USE BOARD”



WHEREAS the governing body of the Township of Tewksbury believes it is in the best interest of the Township to have the powers of the Tewksbury Township Zoning Board of Adjustment transferred to the Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55 D-25 (c),

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, that the above-entitled Ordinance be adopted to amend the Tewksbury Township Development Regulations Ordinance (2000) (hereinafter “DRO”)  as follows:

1.  Article IV of the Tewksbury Township DRO is amended by deleting all references contained therein to “Planning Board” and replacing the same with “Land Use Board”, except in Section 402 as set forth in paragraph 16 herein.

2.  Article IV, Section 400 A (2) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:  

“2. Class II—One  of the officials of the municipality, other than a member of the governing body, to be appointed by the Mayor.”

3.  Article IV, Section 400 A (4) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:

“4. Class IV—Regular Members. Six other citizens of the Township to be appointed by the Mayor. The members of Class IV shall hold no other municipal office, position, or employment except that one such member may be a member of the Historic Preservation Commission.  One Class IV member may be a member of the Board of Education.  If there be an Environmental Commission, a member of the Environmental Commission who is also a member of the Land Use Board shall be a Class IV Land Use Board member, as required by N.J.S.A. 40:56A-1, unless there be among the Class IV or alternate members of the Land Use Board both a member of the Historic Preservation Commission and a member of the Board of Education, in which case the member common to the Land Use Board and Environmental Commission shall be deemed a Class II member of the Land Use Board.  For the purpose of this section, membership on a municipal board or committee whose function is advisory in nature, and the establishment of which is discretionary and not required by statute, shall not be considered the holding of a municipal office.”


4. Article IV, Section 400 A (5) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:

“5.  Class V- Alternate Members.  Four other citizens of the Township to be appointed by the Mayor.  Alternate members shall meet the qualifications of Class IV regular members and shall be designated by the governing body at the time of their appointment as “Alternate Number 1”,  “Alternate Number 2,” “Alternate Number 3”, and “Alternate Number 4”. 

5.  Article IV, Section 400 A is further amended by replacing existing paragraph Section 400 A (6) with a new paragraph Section 400 A (6) to read as follows:

“6.  The Class I and Class III members of the Land Use Board shall not participate in the consideration of applications for development which involve relief pursuant to subsection d of Section 57 of Public Law 1975, C. 291, (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70).”


6.  Existing paragraph Section 400 A (6) shall be renumbered Section 400 A (7) but shall be otherwise unchanged.


7.  Article IV, Section 400 B (3) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“3.  The term of a Class IV member who is also a member of the Board of Education shall terminate whenever he or she is no longer a member of such other body or at the completion or his or her Class IV term, whichever comes first.”


8.  Article IV, Section 400 B (5) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“5.  The terms of the Class V alternate members shall be two years, except that the terms of the alternate members shall be such that the term of not more than two alternate members shall expire in any one year.”


9.  Article IV, Section 400 C shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“C.  Role of Alternate Members. Alternate members may participate in discussions of the proceedings but may not vote except in the absence or disqualification of a regular member of any class.  A vote shall not be delayed in order that a regular member may vote instead of an alternate member.  In the event that a choice must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, alternate members shall vote in the order of their numerical designations.”


10. Article IV, Section 400 H shall be deleted in its entirety.


11.  The remaining sub-paragraphs I through L of Article IV, Section 400 shall be re-designated H through K respectively.


12.  Article IV, Section 401 G shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“The Land Use Board shall have such other powers as prescribed by law, including, but not limited to, the power to grant the following variances, to the same extent and subject to the same restrictions as are granted to a Zoning Board of Adjustment pursuant to New Jersey’s Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D, et seq., when the Land Use Board is reviewing applications for approval of subdivision plans, site plans or conditional uses:


1.  Appeals, Interpretations and Variances pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70(a) (b) (c) (d).


2.  Direction pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-34 for issuance of a permit for a building or structure in the bed of a mapped street or public drainage way, flood control basin or public area; and 


3.  Direction pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-36 for issuance of a permit for a building or structure on a lot not abutting a street.


13.  Article IV, Section 401 is further amended by replacing existing paragraph Section 401 H  with a new paragraph H to read as follows:  


“H.   Exercise, to the same extent and subject to the same restrictions, all the powers of a Zoning Board of Adjustment.”


14. Existing subsection H of Article IV, Section 401 shall be re-designated paragraph I.


15.   Article IV, Section 401 is hereby amended by adding a new subsection (h) to re-designated paragraph I (formerly H) as follows:  


“Section 401 I (h)  Applications for development – any application for development which would have previously been submitted to the Zoning Board of Adjustment and which is made after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be submitted to the Land Use Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55 D-25.  The power of the Land Use Board with respect to any such application shall be in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55 D-60 et seq., as amended, and with the provisions of the DRO of the Township of Tewksbury.”


16.  Article IV, Section 402 shall be deleted, including the existing title and retitled and replaced by the following:


“§ 402  TRANSFERENCE OF THE POWERS OF THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT TO THE LAND USE BOARD.


A.  As additionally set forth in Article IV, Section 401 H, the Land Use Board, which was formerly designated the Planning Board of the Township of Tewksbury, shall exercise, to the same extent and subject to the same restrictions, all the powers of the former Zoning Board of Adjustment.” 


17.  Article IV, Section 403 shall be amended as follows:


The title of Section 403 “POWERS OF THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT” shall be deleted and replaced by the following: 


“POWERS FORMERLY OF THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT NOW TRANSFERRED TO THE LAND USE BOARD”


18. The first line of Article IV, Section 403 “the Zoning Board of Adjustment shall have the power to:” shall be deleted and replaced by the following:  The Land Use Board shall have the power to:”


19.  Article IV, Section 403 B shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“B.  Hear and decide requests for interpretation of the Zoning Map or Land Development Ordinance or for decisions upon other special questions upon which the Land Use Board is authorized to pass on any Zoning Ordinance;”


20.  Article IV, Section 403 E shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“E.  Report on Variances.  The Land Use Board shall, at least once a year, review its decisions on applications and appeals for variances and prepare and adopt by resolution a report of its findings on the provisions of this Ordinance which were the subject of variance requests and its recommendations for Land Development Ordinance amendment or revision, if any.  The Land Use Board shall send copies of the report and resolution to the Township Committee.”


21.  Article IV, Section 403 F shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“F.  The Land Use Board shall also have all of the other powers described in N.J.S.A. 40:55 D-76. (Ord. 11-2000) (part), 2000).”


22.  Article IV, Section 407 A (2) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“2.  Review by Land Use Board.  Whenever the proposed development requires approval of a subdivision, site plan or conditional use, the Land Use Board, to the same extent and subject to the same restrictions as set forth in New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law relating to Zoning Boards of Adjustment, shall receive, review, and act upon applications for variances and the issuance of permits pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55 D-32, 34, 36 and 70 (c) and (d).”


23.  Article IV, Section 407 B shall be deleted and replaced by a new paragraph 7 under Article IV, Section 407 A as follows:


“7.  The Land Use Board shall have the power to grant site plan, subdivision or conditional use approval when reviewing an application for approval of a “use variance” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55 D-70 (d).”


24.  The title of Article IV, Section 413 “APPEALS AND APPLICATIONS TO THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT” shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“APPEALS AND APPLICATIONS TO THE LAND USE BOARD FROM  ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER DECISIONS


25.  Article IV, Section 413 A shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“A.  Appeals to the Land Use Board may be taken by an interested party affected by any decision of the Administrative Officer of the municipality based on or made in the enforcement of the zoning provisions of this Ordinance or a duly adopted official map.  Such appeal shall be taken within 20 days by filing a notice of appeal with the official from whom the appeal was taken, specifying the grounds of such appeal.  The official from whom the appeal is taken shall immediately transmit to the Board all the papers constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken.”


26. Article IV, Section 413 B shall be deleted and replaced by the following:


“B.  A developer may file an application for development with the Land Use Board for action under any of its powers without prior application to the Administrative Officer.”


27.  All references to the Zoning Board of Adjustment or the Board of Adjustment in either N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1, et seq., this Ordinance, and all other Ordinances of the Township of Tewksbury excepting those references contained in Section 401 G, Section 401 I (h), Section 402, and the title of Section 403 shall hereafter be deemed to refer to the Land Use Board.


28.  Any application for development submitted to the Zoning Board of Adjustment pursuant to lawful authority before the effective date of this Ordinance and either deemed complete on or before January 1, 2007, or where notice was served on or before January 1, 2007 may be continued at the option of the applicant and the Zoning Board of Adjustment shall have every power which it possessed before the effective date of this Ordinance in regard to that application pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-72.1.  In such a situation, the Board of Adjustment shall have forty-five (45) days from the date the application was deemed complete in which to hold the hearings and to render a decision on the particular application.  In the event that the Board of Adjustment anticipates that an application cannot be finally determined by the Board of Adjustment within the forty-five (45) day period, the application should be immediately transferred to the Land Use Board for immediate resumption of the application process before the Land Use Board.  Scheduling preferences shall be given to such applications by the Land Use Board.  With respect to applications for which the public hearing has already been opened, the applicant may consent to a transfer to the Land Use Board provided, however, that the hearing process shall begin anew before the Land Use Board.


29.  The Zoning Board of Adjustment shall retain the authority to act on any application for development submitted to the Zoning Board of Adjustment pursuant to lawful authority before he effective date of this Ordinance and either deemed complete on or before January 1, 2007, or where notice was served on or before January 1, 2007, if the applicant so requests, and if the same can be finally determined within the forty-five (45) day period as set forth in the previous paragraph. Upon final consideration of all applications for development pending before the Zoning Board of Adjustment on the effective date of this Ordinance, the Board of Adjustment shall be dissolved and any action thereafter by it shall be null and void.  


30.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed.


31.  All references to the Planning Board appearing in the ordinances of the Township of Tewksbury shall be deemed hereafter to refer to the Land Use Board.


32.  Severability.  If a section, subsection, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of common jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed as a separate, distinct and independent provision and shall not effect the validity of the remaining portions hereof.  In the event of any inconsistency between the language of this Ordinance and the language of an existing ordinance, the language of this Ordinance shall control.

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final adoption and publication according to law.

Adopted this 23rd day of January, 2007.

________________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor 

· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. Mennen explained the changes to proposed Ordinance #02-2007 regarding preexisting lots (less than three acres).  He noted that the changes being proposed will attempt to rectify a situation that was an oversight when other DRO amendments were made, and this amendment will lessen the number of variance applications to come before the Land Use Board.
Mr. Mennen moved to introduce Ordinance #02-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 02/13/07 at 8:00 PM in the Mountainville Meeting Hall.

ORDINANCE NO. 02-2007

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE WHOSE SHORT TITLE IS “TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000)”

· Consent Agenda


Mr. DiMare suggested changes to the minutes of 01/09/07.

Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #36-2007

THANKING THOMAS STRANSKY FOR HIS SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Thomas Stransky has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving on the Scenic Roads Commission and the Forestry Advisory Board; and 

WHEREAS, Thomas Stransky has always availed himself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking his valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this twenty third day of January in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Thomas Stransky for his years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #37-2007

THANKING STEPHANIE KOVEN FOR HER SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Stephanie Koven has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving on the Scenic Roads Commission; and 

WHEREAS, Stephanie Koven has always availed herself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking her valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this twenty third day of January in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Stephanie Koven for her years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #38-2007

THANKING SALLY IKE FOR HER SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Sally Ike has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving on the Equestrian Committee; and 

WHEREAS, Sally Ike has always availed herself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking her valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this twenty third day of January in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Sally Ike for her years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #39-2007

THANKING KRISTA JENKINS FOR HER SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Krista Jenkins has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving on the Communications Committee; and 

WHEREAS, Krista Jenkins has always availed herself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking her valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this twenty third day of January in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Krista Jenkins for her years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #40-2007

THANKING CINDY CLOVER FOR HER SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Cindy Clover Ike has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving on the Equestrian Committee; and 

WHEREAS, Cindy Clover has always availed herself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking her valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this twenty third day of January in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Cindy Clover for her years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #41-2007

THANKING NANCY MAHEVICH FOR HER SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Nancy Mahevich has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving on the Equestrian Committee; and 

WHEREAS, Nancy Mahevich has always availed herself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking her valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this twenty third day of January in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Nancy Mahevich for her years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Minutes of 1/9/07

· Executive Session minutes of 1/9/07

· Resolution #21-2007

Dr. Voyce moved to introduce Resolution #21-2007, seconded by Mr. Tauber.

Mr. DiMare reiterated his opposition #21-2007 as stated in previous meetings.

It was noted that the language of Resolution #21-2007 was changed from its original form as presented on 1/1/07.

The above noted motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  DiMare, Mennen.  

RESOLUTION 21-2007

A RESOLUTION CONCERNING TOWNSHIP PROFESSIONALS

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury has retained attorneys, engineers, accountants, planning consultants and other professionals for the purpose of providing the Township Committee and other organs of the municipal government with their professional advice and assistance; and

WHEREAS, such professionals are being contacted without authorization by applicants, developers, real estate agents, and other members of the public with exception of bona fide representatives of the press; and

WHEREAS, such unauthorized contact causes these professionals to interrupt their work diverting their attention from previously authorized matters where they are assisting the municipal government of Tewksbury to matters that may be handled by Township employees; and

WHEREAS, this unauthorized contact also often results in additional time charges borne by the Township which can cause higher expenses than what the Township anticipated.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that effective January 1, 2007 all professionals retained by the Township as advisors to the Township Committee or any other municipal organ shall be instructed that any unauthorized contact should be refused and that the individual be advised to seek such information at an open public meeting of the Township Committee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that nothing in this resolution shall interfere with the authorized contacts with such officials by the members of the Township Committee, the various municipal organs and employees of the Township, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that nothing shall prevent any individual previously authorized by the Township Committee or Township Administrator, or any pro se applicants before any Board or any applicant where an escrow account exists from contacting any professional with regards to their case or application, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Administrator is instructed to furnish a copy of this resolution to each and every such professional retained by the Township.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

8.
Work Session Topics

· Citizen Stewardship Incentive Program (CISP) Grant
David Barnes presented information regarding the above noted grant; specifically with regard to the “Friends of the Forest” program which would deal with public information and awareness.  Mr. Barnes stated that he would like to have a program that allows individuals living near Township owned land to become involved in the upkeep and maintenance of the land.

Additional comments were made regarding the Township’s Arbor Day project and the need to fund it.  Mr. Barnes noted that a grant application was submitted for this project.

Mr. Barnes stated that he is looking for authorization to start up the Friends of the Forest program by initially contacting the residents living adjacent to Township owned land.  

Mayor Van Doren stated that the types of things that are going to be looked need to be carefully spelled out the program should not turn into a “wish list” for individuals living near Township owned land.

The document created by the Township Engineer related to the assessment of Township owned land  was discussed.  Mr. Barnes noted that he will contact other Township boards to discuss the proposed project.
Mr. DiMare stated that the Communications Committee will be able to assist with the Friends of the Forest program.

Mr. Tauber stated that a Mission Statement should be created prior to starting any work.

Dr. Voyce noted that the Forestry Advisory Board has done a huge amount of work in only one year. 

Mr. Mennen commented on the issue of contacting residents, adding that all Township residents should be noticed of work being done on Township lands.    

Mayor Van Doren stated that he is in favor of moving forward with the Arbor Day project, adding that a budget is needed. 

Mr. Barnes displayed a checklist of established goals from the Community Forestry Plan, adding that a Township wide tree planting plan is still needed.  He added that the Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP) end in December of 2007.  It was the consensus of the Committee to approve the extension of the CFMP for an additional five (5) years. 

· Expansion of Forestry Advisory Board
Mr. Tauber made a motion to expand the Forestry Advisory Board to a total of six (6) members, seconded by Dr. Voyce.

· Naming Township Parks  - Resolution #42-2007

Dr. Voyce made a motion to adopt Resolution #42-2007, seconded by Mr. DiMare.
Dr. Voyce commented on discussion made at an earlier meeting regarding naming athletic fields for deceased Township residents who contributed to the welfare of the Township.

Mayor Van Doren requested that Mr. Landon look into a policy for naming athletic fields in the Township. 

The above noted motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #42-2007

REGARDING THE NAMING OF TOWNSHIP PARKS

WHEREAS, the Township Committee tasked the Parks Committee to name three park properties in the Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Parks Committee submitted the following recommendations to the Township Committee for approval.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby approves the naming of the following properties within the Township at the Block and Lots herein listed.

Hell Mountain Preserve
Block 27  
Lot 115

Fairmount Park

Block 7
Lots 23 and 4.01

Pottersville Preserve

Block 7
Lots 13,13.03 and2 

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

· Environmental Commission Request re Assessment of Tewksbury’s Watershed/Water Supply Protection
Chris Teasdale, Chair of the Environmental Commission presented information regarding a report received from Robert O’Neill from the NJ Water Supply Authority.  The report is offered at no cost to the municipality and deals with securing grant(s) to restore and protect public water supply and water shed resources.  Mr. Teasdale outlined how the Authority would provide a detailed evaluation of the Master Plan and ordinances as they relate to the watershed.
In response to a question by Mayor Van Doren, Mr. Teasdale stated that he did not feel there would be a conflict with proceeding with the proposed assessment while the Highlands discussion and the regional Master Plan is ongoing.  Mayor Van Doren questioned the anticipated time necessary to complete the assessment.  The assessment as created by Mr. O’Neill was reviewed.
In response to a question by Dr. Voyce, Mr. Teasdale stated that the Environmental Commission will apply again for an ERI grant and the discussed assessment dovetails but they are mutually exclusive.  He added that the ERI would use the assessment as a source document.

In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mr. Teasdale stated that he had not spoken with representatives from any other municipalities who had utilized the service of the assessment. 
Mr. Mennen questioned the make up of the steering committee who had interface with the group, adding that they seem to set the parameters for the final document.  Mr. Teasdale surmised that the committee is secondary to the surveying process.

In response to a question by Mr. Tauber, Mr. Teasdale stated that there had not been any dialog with the Upper Raritan Watershed Association, although the South Branch Watershed Association was at a meeting to discuss the assessment, albeit for a different matter. 

Mr. DiMare questioned if the Township Committee would be responsible for appointing a committee.  Mr. Teasdale stated that Mr. O’Neill should be come to a Township Committee meeting to further discuss the proposal.

Mayor Van Doren stated that he feels the members of the Township Committee are supportive of the concept, but additional information is needed specifically from other municipalities who utilized the service.  Mayor Van Doren stated that the matter be further discussed at the 2/27/07 Township Committee meeting.
It was suggested that Mr. Landon contact counterparts from the other municipalities (who utilized the service) to hear their opinion of the assessment.

In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mrs. Kopen stated that no impact, negative or positive, on any possible or pending litigation came immediately to mind.  Mr. DiMare noted a possible challenge to the Master Plan or Zoning Ordinance and the assessment proved to be contrary to something already in place.  Mrs. Kopen noted that a scenario could always occur based on the recommendation of an advisory board. It was noted that there currently are two pending lawsuits ongoing in the Township.
· Setting of 2007 Budget Work Session Dates

 

The Township Committee stated that the first 2007 Budget meeting be scheduled for 2/27/07 at 6:00 PM.

· Extension of Appointments for Township Professionals

Mr. DiMare made a motion to extend the appointments for Township Attorney and Township Bond Counsel until 2/28/07, seconded by Mr. Tauber. The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

9.
Public Participation

In response to a question by George Cassa, Mayor Van Doren stated that the Land Use Administrator would be a point of contact at the Municipal Building regarding permitted usage of Township owned properties.  It was added that much of this information is available on the Township website.
Mr. Cassa questioned the status of the bridge rebuilding on Vernoy Road in Morris County.  Mayor Van Doren stated that he is awaiting a call from the Morris County Engineer regarding this matter. 
Patrice Marturana thanked the Township Committee regarding the change of the hunting buffer zone around the school properties.  She noted that a meeting will be held on 2/6/07 at 7:00 PM regarding the link between school funding and taxes. 
Carol Leighton opined that the name of the Pottersville Preserve should be amended to include the word Reservoir.  Mayor Van Doren stated that this request should go back to the Parks Committee.
David Barnes questioned if the proposed 2007 Budget will be available prior to Budget meetings.  It was explained that the Budget is a draft document that is discussed during the work session meetings and it is available upon introduction. 
Jan Clark questioned if the prior year’s Budget could be available at Budget meetings.
10.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Mennen commended the Township Committee as a whole with the adoption of Ordinance #01-2007 regarding the creation of the Land Use Board stating that it will serve as a platform to see cost savings with regard to professionals.

Dr. Voyce noted that there will be a Board of Education meeting on 1/24.07.  He added that due caution should be used on all Township roads.
Mr. Tauber agreed with comments made by Mr. Mennen regarding the creation of the Land Use Board.  He added that the new Board will improve the quality of decision making and streamline deliberations.

Mayor Van Doren noted that the Township has closed on ninety acres of preserved farmland by cost sharing with the County.  An additional 130 acres is being preserved in the southern and eastern part of the Township. 

11.
Executive Session

At  9:35 PM Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #43-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

12.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 9:50 PM.

Mayor Van Doren stated that the Scenic Roads Commission should be contacted and they should be advised that they need to recommend one of their members to serve on the Forestry Advisory Board.

Mayor Van Doren made the following appointments to the Land Use board.

 

	Dana Desiderio
	Class 4 regular
	4 years

	Mary Elizabeth Baird
	Class 4 – regular
	4 years

	Bruce Mackie
	Class 4 – Environmental Commission representative
	To fill the unexpired term of Will Mennen through 12/31/08

	Gary Bossert 
	Alternate #1
	2 years

	Ed Kerwin
	Alternate #3
	1 year

	Arnold Shapack
	Alternate #4
	2 years


It was noted that a Resolution of thanks be drafted for members of the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment who were not re-appointed.

13.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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