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ORDINANCE NO.  01-2008
TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 12.24 “PARK REGULATIONS” 


WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury desires to amend certain portions of Chapter 12.24 of the Code of the Township of Tewksbury entitled “Park Regulations” in order to address certain issues regarding park usage and a park committee.

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that Chapter 12.24 “Park Regulations” shall be amended as follows (with all other sections of said Chapter 12.24 remaining unchanged):  

: 

I. The first paragraph of Section 12.24.050 entitled “Permits – Applications and conditions” shall be amended by adding the following sentences immediately after the sentence, “Such application must be filed with the clerk at least twenty days prior to the proposed date of use.”

”Completed forms will be provided to the Township Clerk for distribution, review and comment by necessary staff and professionals. The Parks Committee will be provided copies for informational purposes.”

II.  The second paragraph of Section 12.24.050 entitled “Permits – Applications and conditions” shall be amended by adding the following at the end of the existing paragraph:  

“No group of sixteen (16) or more persons shall use any athletic field without a permit. The remainder of Section 12.24.050 shall remain the same.

III. Subparagraph C(2) of Section 12.24.070 entitled “Prohibited uses – General regulations” shall be deleted and replaced by the following:  

“12.24.070C(2) Dogs, cats and other domesticated pets shall be restrained by a leash.  Pet owners or others who have custody of any pet, whether or not the owner of such pet, are required to immediately and properly dispose of their pet’s solid waste deposited in any Township park by the placement of such solid waste in a suitable container, and discarding the same in a refuse receptacle which is regularly emptied by the Township or some other refuse collector, or disposal into a system designed to convey domestic sewage for proper treatment and disposal.”

IV. Subparagraph C(6) of Section 12.24.070 shall be renumbered C(7).

V. A new subparagraph C(6) of Section 12.24.070 shall be added to read as follows:

“12.24.070 C(6)  The sweeping of the contents of any horse trailer onto township property is prohibited.”


VI.  Subparagraph I of Section 12.24.070 entitled “Hours” shall be amended by adding a new paragraph to the end of subsection I as follows:  “Use of any Township park or field contained within a Township park that is closed (as marked by signs located either at the entranceway to the park or the entranceway to a field located within the park) is prohibited.”  


The remainder of Section 12.24.070 shall remain the same. 

VII. A new Subsection 12.24.290 to be entitled “Parks Committee” shall be added to Chapter 12.24 as follows:  


12.24.290. Parks Committee.


A.  There is hereby established a Tewksbury Township Parks Committee to be composed of five regular and two alternate members, who shall be appointed by the Township Committee.  All of the members shall be residents of the Township and shall serve without compensation.


B.  The Township Committee, at the time of appointment, shall designate alternate members as “Alternate #1” and “Alternate #2.”  Alternate members may participate in discussion of the proceedings, but may not vote except in the absence or disqualification of a regular member.  In the event that a choice must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate #1 shall vote.  Initially, one alternate member shall be appointed to a one-year term and one alternate member shall be appointed to a two year term.  Thereafter, the terms of alternate members shall be for two years.  


C.  The terms of office of the regular members shall be designated in the appointments so that the terms of approximately one-third of the members shall expire each year and their respective successors shall be appointed for terms of three years.  A vacancy on the committee occurring otherwise than by expiration of a term shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as an original appointment. Upon adoption of this Ordinance all committee members will be appointed by the Township Committee.   

D. The committee shall meet monthly.  Notice of committee meetings shall be

given in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and at or prior to such time, notice of the meeting shall be given to all committee members.

E. The Township Committee may remove any member of the committee for
cause, on written charges served upon the member and after a hearing thereon before the Township Committee if requested in writing by the member.

F.  The Township Committee shall appoint a Parks Committee Chair: Vice Chair and Secretary shall be elected by the members of the Parks Committee by majority vote from among their members.


G.  The duties of the Parks Committee shall be to review rules and regulations, both existing and proposed, regarding Township Parks and provide comments to the Township Committee, recommend uses of Township Parks to the Township Committee, coordinate events taking place at Township parks and publicize events taking place at the same. The Land Use Administrator shall be the designated staff person for the Parks Committee for administrative, coordination and general matters. Any individual member of the Parks Committee, as an individual citizen, can contact other departments for specific matters as appropriate (e. g. Police for vandalism, illegal activity, Public Works for downed trees, disrepair) not unlike any citizen.

H. At the end of each year, the committee will prepare a budget for the next year’s activities for review and approval by the Township Committee.


VIII.  If any part(s) of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 


X. All Ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are repealed, but only to the extent of such inconsistency.  All other parts of Chapter 12.24 not inconsistent herewith are ratified and confirmed.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by said Township Committee that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication following final passage, according to law.

_____________________

William Voyce
Mayor

Attest:

_____________________

Roberta A. Brassard

Municipal Clerk
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