TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
September 29, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a special meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:38 p.m., roll call taken and a quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Miriam Murphy, Bruce Mackie, Mario Colitti, Laurence Malloy and Mary Ace arrived at 8:05 p.m. 

Absent:  Tom Schroth and Greg Storms.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on September 3, 2009.

Mr. Teasdale noted that prior to moving on to the ERI he had one (1) variance application for a horse walker (Appl. No. 09-02) to be reviewed by the Environmental Commission.  Mr. Colitti took the application for review and would comment to the Land Use Board if necessary.   

Final Draft of Tewksbury Township Environmental Resource Inventory

Mr. Teasdale announced that the purpose of the meeting was to share with the public the Environmental Resource Inventory that has been several years in the making.  He explained that it was possible through a grant from ANJEC.  Once the grant was received, the Commission secured Debbie Kratzer, an award winning environmental consultant.  Ms. Kratzer has prepared ERI’s for Kingwood Township and is currently working on an ERI for Bedminster Township.  
Mrs. Murphy commented on the quality of the document and applauded the Chairman and Ms. Kratzer for an enormous amount of work. 

Ms. Debbie Kratzer provided the following presentation:

Municipal Land Use Law

· The Municipal Land Use Law (MLUL) (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq.) requires municipalities to have a land use plan element in their master plan, “including but not necessarily limited to, topography, soil conditions, water supply, drainage, flood plain areas, marshes, and woodlands....” (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-28b(2)).

· The MLUL also states that, “Whenever the environmental commission has prepared and submitted to the planning board and to the board of adjustment an index of the natural resources of the municipality, the planning board or the board of adjustment shall make available to the environmental commission an informational copy of every application for development submitted to either board,” (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-27b).

Environmental Commission Enabling Legislation

· The Environmental Commission Enabling Legislation (N.J.S.A. 40:56A) states that “A...commission organized under this act shall have power to conduct research into the use and possible use of the open land areas of the municipality.... It shall keep an index of all open marshlands, swamps and other wetlands, in order to obtain information on the proper use of such areas, and may from time to time recommend to the planning board, or, if none, to the mayor and governing body of the municipality, plans and programs for inclusion in a municipal master plan and the development and use of such areas.”
An ERI is…

· baseline documentation of natural resource characteristics and environmental features 

· an objective listing, rather than an interpretation or recommendation
Goal of the ERI

         “The goal of the ERI is to provide a reference and planning tool containing resource information, data and maps that can be used as part of the Master Plan, as a reference when reviewing development proposals, and as a guide in other township activities in order to better protect the township’s natural resources and the overall health and welfare of the community.”
How can the LUB use the ERI?


· Adopt the ERI as part of the Conservation Element of the Master Plan.

· Use ERI to help guide land use decisions.

· Use ERI as input to next major revision of Master Plan.
  Introduction
Sources and Methods

· Funding for this project was obtained through a grant from the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC), with 50% cost share provided by Tewksbury Township.  
· An inventory of what is currently known about the physical and biotic environment and the human influence on the environment of Tewksbury Township has been compiled for this document. 

· Information sources include the 2003 Master Plan, the 2003 Groundwater Resources Study and others.  The most current GIS data has been obtained from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection GIS Data Web Site and other sources 

· It should be noted that the ERI is not intended to produce original research and is not meant to replace the primary data sources upon which it is based.  Details about each data layer, including the date, scale and methods of developing the data, are provided in Appendix B.  The ERI is intended for preliminary assessments of projects and cannot substitute for on-site testing and evaluations.
After this introduction, Ms. Kratzer proceeded to review a majority of maps and point out elements of interest to the audience and Commission members.  This highlight included aerial maps, soils, water, geology, and other resource maps, charts, tables and items of interest.  

Appendix E:  Highlands ERI

· “The purpose of the Highlands Environmental Resource Inventory Addendum (ERI Addendum) is to provide a framework that supports the efforts of Tewksbury Township to bring its master plan, including the ERI, into conformance with the Regional Master Plan (RMP).  The ERI Addendum is one requirement for Basic Plan Conformance.  It provides critical support to the Conservation Plan Element of the municipal master plan related to implementation of resource protection requirements in the land use ordinance and health codes of Tewksbury Township.  Additional modifications to the ERI will occur during later stages of the Plan Conformance process to more fully address requirements of the RMP and to integrate the Highlands provisions of the ERI with the existing ERI of this municipality.”
What’s next?

· Incorporate any final revisions.

· EC will accept & adopt the ERI.

· Recommend LUB accept ERI and use as appropriate for Master Plan updates.

· Boards review & use data to make land use decisions.

· Make available to public via website.

Mr. Teasdale thanked Ms. Kratzer for her presentation and noted that the ERI was an exceptionally well researched and well written document.  

The following question and answer session took place:
George Cassa, Guinea Hollow Rd., asked Ms. Kratzer to elaborate on the ArcView software requirement.  Ms. Kratzer explained that Ms. Goodchild at the Township office has ArcView and would have the ability to read the files in that format.  Mr. Cassa asked if a resident with ArcView software would have access to the files to which Mr. Teasdale explained that the Township would have to authorize the distribution of data.  Mr. Dave Pfeifer cautioned the Township to keep an archive copy of all files so that if someone alters the file and it comes back to the Township it does not compromise the original data.  

Robin Love, 7 Wildwood Road, asked Ms. Kratzer if she is familiar with the Highlands ERI submission by the Township and how this measures up.  Ms. Kratzer explained that she prepared the Highlands ERI for Tewksbury, noting that the Highlands provided all the text except for a few places that required information to be inserted.  Ms. Love asked if the two (2) documents would ever be merged together to which Mr. Teasdale explained that the Highlands document is an appendix to the Township’s ERI.  Mr. Pfeifer noted that much of the information in the Highlands ERI is not the type of information prepared by Ms. Kratzer; most of what is in the Highlands ERI is interpretive.  He concluded by saying that the Highlands ERI is primarily designed to allow the administration of the Highlands Act.  
Mr. Mackie noted that the Land Use Board had the first walkthrough of the draft Highlands Land Use Element and encouraged people to attend another information session to be held at the October 27, 2009 Township Committee meeting.  

Joe Weber, Dinner Pot Rd., asked about the source of the basic information.  Ms. Kratzer noted that the GIS metadata lists all the information about each layer but for example the wetlands are from aerial photos, the floodplains are from FEMA and the soils are from the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Mrs. Murphy noted that years ago the Environmental Commission felt that the wells and septics should be plotted and citizens gathered information from the County and private well drillers; the information gathered was plotted by an intern from Rutgers.  

David Barnes, Fairmount Rd. East, asked when the ERI would be available on the Township website.  Mr. Teasdale explained that discussion regarding the distribution will take place at the October Environmental Commission meeting.  Mr. Barnes asked about vernal ponds and how one gets it officially designated as such.  Ms. Kratzer explained that there are details about the requirements on the NJDEP web site.  She noted that a few years ago NJDEP offered training to identify vernal pools and encouraged Mr. Barnes to find out if that is still offered.  Mr. Barnes asked about the plume of contamination from Washington Township and if it has grown, to which Mr. Teasdale noted that a few years ago it had expanded.  
Mr. Cassa asked if there would be additional opportunity for public comment before adoption.  Mr. Teasdale opined that this would likely be the last opportunity for public input.  He noted that the plan is to get the document adopted and out to the public and if there are corrections needed there will be a process to amend it over time.  Mr. Cassa asked why fish were not mentioned in the text, noting that Tewksbury’s cold water species have been featured in national magazines.  Mr. Teasdale encouraged Mr. Cassa to provide information and data that he has on this subject so that it can be researched and included in the future.  Mr. Pfeifer noted that rare and endangered mussels have been identified (mentioned in the ERI). 

Debbie Close, 5 Hollow Brook Rd., noted that the wetlands from Block 17, Lot 2 drain into the headwaters of the Rockaway Creek and asked if that would be enough to stop the substation.  Mr. Teasdale suggested that Ms. Close bring it up with the Highlands.  

Mr. Colitti noted that the Environmental Commission received a copy of the Highlands build out report from the Highlands Council and asked Ms. Kratzer if she would be incorporating the revised numbers as Appendix E.  Ms. Kratzer explained that it is a separate module and does not need to be part of the ERI.  
Janan Weber, Dinner Pot Rd., asked about the process of revisions in the future.  Mr. Teasdale explained that there will be a maintenance process but it has not been designed and discussed yet.  
There being no further questions, Mr. Teasdale thanked everyone for their questions.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 9:05 p.m. by motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Mrs. Murphy.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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