TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 27, 2007 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Shaun Van Doren presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, William Mennen, George Tauber and William Voyce.  Committeeman elect Robert Hoffman was also present.
Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

There were approximately twenty five members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Van Doren.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:05 PM Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #173-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel, Advice of Attorney, Litigation and Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Mayor Van Doren noted item ‘c’ from the Correspondence List from the Township of Colt’s Neck
regarding Mt. Laurel housing obligations. Discussion followed regarding the need for a

response to the letter.  Mr. Dimare stated that a response should be sent to Mr. Florek stating that the Township Committee would like to be advised as things progress, but is currently not prepared to commit to anything.

Mayor Van Doren noted an e-mail from Lynn Vernon Henneman (former Township resident)  regarding the recent 21st anniversary of the dedication of the playing fields behind the Old  Turnpike Road School to former Police Chief Don Muller. 

6.
Public Participation

David Barnes, speaking on behalf of the Parks Committee (PC) introduced Colin Smith who is preparing an Eagle Scout project to construct and locate benches in Township parks.  Mr. Barnes stated that the matter was discussed at a PC meeting, a Resolution was passed endorsing the project and the PC would like Township Committee approval to act as a sponsor of the project.

Colin Smith stated that his project is to build benches for Township parks and to place them in scenic and well used areas so they would be utilized and appreciated by all Township residents.  He added that a bench could be dedicated to an individual or a family if they wished to donate funds.
Mr. Smith stated that the benches would be purchased and would not be constructed of native wood.  Mr. Smith added that he proposes to install between 10 and 15 benches which range in price from $200-$350 each.

Mr. Tauber stated that if an individual/family were to dedicate a bench, he would like to see the dedication plaques uniform.

Mr. Barnes noted that the PC, as the sponsoring entity, would work with Mr. Smith regarding the location and style of the benches and he and Mr. Fenton would coordinate and discuss the project with Mr. Smith and Mr. Landon.

Mr. Smith noted that if the PC were allowed to be the sponsor, their final responsibility would be to sign off on the project and give a formal statement of completion to the Scouts.  It was added that there would be no funds utilized from the PC budget.

Mr. Tauber made a motion to endorse the Parks Committee as the sponsoring agency for Colin Smith’s Eagle Scout project to construct benches in Township parks, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

In response to a question by George Cassa it was stated that public hearing on the Quarry Licensing Ordinance is scheduled for 12/11/07 at 8:00 PM.

7.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. Tauber moved introduction of Ordinance #18-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.

Mayor Van Doren noted that a memo from the Chief Financial Officer explained the need for adopting Ordinance #18-2007.

The above noted motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 12-11-07 at 8:00 PM.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

 COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE # 18-2007

AN ORDINANCE TO FUND THE PURCHASE OF DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT

· Consent Agenda


Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #174-2007

TRANSFERS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following transfers.

	Current Fund Transfers
	
	
	
	

	From: 
	
	
	To: 
	

	A&E OE
	10,000.00
	
	A&E S&W
	3,900.00

	Twp. Committee S&W
	999.00
	
	Finance S&W
	3,655.00

	Finance OE
	2,000.00
	
	Tax Assessment S&W
	15,000.00

	Tax Collector S&W
	1,650.00
	
	Engineering
	10,000.00

	Land Use  OE
	10,000.00
	
	Workers Comp Insurance
	1,455.00

	Telephone
	28,000.00
	
	PBA Benefits-Holiday Pay
	5,000.00

	Police S&W
	50,000.00
	
	Aid to Munic. Fire Districts
	444.00

	DPW S&W
	33,000.00
	
	Legal Services & Costs
	25,000.00

	Board of Health S&W
	2,400.00
	
	Land Use S&W
	11,500.00

	Parks OE
	2,000.00
	
	Park Maintenance-OTS
	1,000.00

	Unif. Fire Safety Official S&W
	1,000.00
	
	Park Maintenance-Fairmount North
	3,000.00

	Equestrian Committee
	1,583.00
	
	Fleet Maintenance
	20,000.00

	Lease of Equipment
	5,000.00
	
	Heating Fuel
	4,500.00

	Communications
	5,000.00
	
	Accumulated Leave Liability
	20,000.00

	Park Maintenance-Pascale
	9,523.00
	
	Street Lighting
	3,200.00

	
	
	
	Electricity
	7,000.00

	
	
	
	Natural Gas
	4,000.00

	
	
	
	Telecommunications
	3,000.00

	
	
	
	Employer Def. Comp
	4,000.00

	
	
	
	Municipal Court
	1.00

	
	
	
	Employer SS & Medicare
	16,500.00

	TOTAL
	162,155.00
	
	TOTAL
	162,155.00

	Cancellation of Current Fund Appropriation Balances
	

	From:
	
	
	To:
	

	Stat. Exp-Early Retirement
	4.00
	
	Fund Balance
	124,423.01

	Payment of BAN & Capital Note
	43,760.00
	
	
	

	Interest on Bonds
	14,040.99
	
	
	

	Principle & Interest on Notes
	0.36
	
	
	

	Green Trust Loan Program
	0.64
	
	
	

	Wastewater Trust Loan
	817.02
	
	
	

	Other Insurance
	16,000.00
	
	
	

	Health Insurance
	40,000.00
	
	
	

	Code Enforcement S&W
	6,800.00
	
	
	

	Code Enforcement OE
	3,000.00
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	124,423.01
	
	TOTAL
	124,423.01

	Current Fund - Transfer Excess Revenue
	
	
	

	From:
	
	
	To:
	

	Planning Incentive Grant
	36,907.15
	
	Reserve for Debt Service
	36,907.15

	Hunters Glen Sewer Utility
	
	
	
	

	From: 
	
	
	To: 
	

	Hunters Glen OE
	700.00
	
	Hunters Glen S&W
	600.00

	
	
	
	DEP Permit
	100.00

	TOTAL
	700.00
	
	TOTAL
	700.00

	Cancellation of Hunters Glen Appropriation Balances
	

	From:
	
	
	To:
	

	Debt Service-OE
	816.02
	
	Fund Balance
	816.02

	Oldwick Sewer Utility Transfers
	
	
	

	From: 
	
	
	To: 
	

	Regular Engineering
	133.87
	
	DEP Permit
	133.87

	
	
	
	
	


___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #175- 2007

REDEMPTION OF A LIEN TO AN OUTSIDE  HOLDER

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following payment for the redemption of a lien to an outside holder.

Block 
Lot

Name





Lien #

Amount

48
3.05

Carlos Merlo




07-05

16,648.15




PO Box 247

Oldwick, NJ  08858



Premium
  1,000.00











17,648.15

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO
· Minutes of 11/08/07

· Executive Session minutes of 11/08/07

· Authorization to release retainage amount of $8,791.78 Caro Corporation – 2006 drainage improvements

8.
Work Session Topics
· Pascale Ad-Hoc Committee
Rolf Margenau explained how the ad-hoc committee was formed from interested residents and how the meetings were conducted to discuss the utilization of the Pascale property. He stated that the property is a wonderful teaching tool and encouraged its use for future generations.

David Herbst was present to discuss the initial plan as adopted in 2004 and update the Committee on plans for the future.  The following is the content of Mr. Herbst’s presentation.
Good evening.  As Rolf just mentioned, I address you this evening as the former Chair of Township’s Pascale Utilization Ad Hoc Committee, the other members having been Dave Peifer, then Executive Director of URWA, Beth Davison of the Equestrian Committee and NJ Conservation Foundation, Sheldon Kay from the Parks Committee, and Chris Teasdale of the Environmental Commission.

Clearly, the group before you tonight believes the time is now at hand to move on to the next level of involvement.  We thought it would be appropriate to give a quick executive summary of what led up to the Pascale Utilization Plan, what the report itself concluded, and what has happened since.

When the Pascale tract was purchased, the original Green Acres application included provisions for both passive and active recreational possibilities.  Additionally, the Township kept some 25 acres or so outside of Green Acres.  That 25 acre plot now houses the new elementary school and ballfields.  Over the many years since the acquisition, various regulatory and legislative issues such as The Highlands Act and the Stormwater rule as well as such practical issues such as the denial of wetlands crossing applications, access, costs, and a greater understanding of the environmental features of the tract, led the Township Committee in early 2004 under then Mayor Heffernan to appoint my committee to determine the best utilization of the property.

We issued our final report in public session in November of 2004 which after formal public presentation at a well attended Township Committee meeting led to a vote adopting the plan in its entirety in April 2005.

The report was and as of my last recent check – still posted on the Township’s website.

As this report runs some dozen pages, I will only touch on its major points – namely:

The property is to be protected in perpetuity

A new committee needs to be established to serve as stewards and empowered to oversee the implementation of the Utilization Plan under the authority of the Township Committee.

The highlights of the first three year plan included, and some of this has been done, –

Revising the Master Plan to be in harmony with the vote of the Township Committees’ endorsement.

Revising the ROSI list

Memorializing the plan with Green Acres

A budget line item for seed money to begin implementing the plan

A baseline study

Field reconnaissance

Mapping

Water and soil testing 

An educational component in concert with the Board of Education

And, at the end of the first three years, a new longer term plan be developed, because a stewardship process for secured land such as this, requires and is a never ending commitment.

So, where do we stand today?  In this world of instant gratification, it is perhaps sad, but not necessarily bad that not all good things happen overnight.  Although it has been three years since the Utilization Plan was approved and there has been no active work done on the property, I thank you and your predecessors for in fact revising the Master Plan and ROSI, as well as approving some 5 or 10 thousand dollars for seed money which parenthetically was never spent.  These things all take a fair amount of time.

Thus, with some of this very important background work behind us and with this new group of enthusiastic supporters ready to assist you, it is appropriate that we now proceed to the active first three years work as originally approved; the first step being the creation of a proper stewardship committee.

I thank you for your time and although I am no longer a resident of Tewksbury, I remain committed to this work and will assist in any possible meaningful way.

I would like to give Roberta a hard copy of these remarks for inclusion in the public record.

I would be happy to answer any questions you might have either now or at another time, and I thank you for the opportunity to address you tonight.   

* * * 
Mr. Margenau noted that the approved three year plan focuses on identifying and categorizing the environmental treasures of the public land with a long range plan towards developing the property for passive use.  He added that additional discussions have been held with Anthony Sblendorio, from Back to Nature, regarding creating an environmentally inspired park that could become a demonstration project for individuals to influence and improve their own properties.  Mr. Margenau noted the following points he believed should be implemented for the property:

1-educational work with TES and OTS to have a “living lab” and enhance the use of the park 
2-to remove invasive species and replace with native flora and document the “before and after” results
3-to pursue bio-filtration swales to recharge the aquifer
4-to create a vegetative plot to improve soil conditions on the property
Mr. Margenau reiterated the need to establish a permanent group to oversee the long term use and development of the property that would report to the Township Committee.  He suggested having a line item in the 2008 budget for $5,000-$10,000 for the proposed Pascale group.  He opined that the adopted 2004 plan had “slipped between the cracks” and it was time to get a permanent group to be charged with proceeding with the plan.  
In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mr. Margenau stated that the proposed budgeted amount would be utilized for conducting additional studies related to soil condition, old growth forest, and getting ideas for future use(s) of the passive park.  He added that the first three years of the plan would move from a broader to a refined use of the property to find out the best use.

Discussion followed regarding how to create the new committee and whether or not it should be a stand alone committee and how it would interface with existing boards, committees, and commissions.
Mr. Margenau stated that he did not want to add more levels of bureaucracy, adding that the park is an excellent area for environmental education.  He restated his opinion that the park plan has been ignored and a “precise blueprint” exists which should be utilized.  He added that he would like to see a stand alone committee, but acceded that it is the final decision of the Township Committee.
Mr. Herbst noted that the original conclusion of the plan was to have the Environmental Commission be the responsible entity, but if this were not to occur, then a mixed committee be created to oversee the long term project.  He added that the property needs to be overseen in perpetuity by a group of individuals that can take a long term view of the matter; i.e. Central Park and the National Park system.

Mayor Van Doren noted that a decision would not be made tonight as additional discussion is needed to understand the best means to carry out the plan.  He added that he did not feel the 2004 plan was ignored as ongoing issues with the property (lighting involving the school and Donald Storms and the ongoing issue of the rehabilitation of the existing athletic fields) have been and continue to be addressed.  It was additionally noted that the property was designated as being used solely for passive recreation via an amendment to the Township Master Plan.

Mr. Tauber opined that a conservancy, as opposed to a committee, be created as it would signify the endorsement of the original motives of the plan.

In response to a question by Dr. Voyce, Teddy Murphy stated that the environmental resource inventory (ERI) that is currently being pursued addresses many of the issues raised by Mr. Margenau.  She added that the individual charged with updating the ERI is operating from documents and not field studies and the work “done on the ground” would be more accurate and would “resonate with the people.”  Dr. Voyce added that he did not want to see a duplication of efforts.
Mr. Mennen questioned if the Parks Committee (PC) and the Environmental Commission (EC) had made an official recommendation regarding the creation of a hybrid group.  He noted that there is a great interest from many individuals, but would like a clear reporting from the PC and EC regarding the matter.

Mrs. Murphy noted that a meeting was held with three members each from the PC and EC and it was discussed that other local groups should be invited to participate, specifically the 
Women’s Club, the Whittemore Wildlife Sanctuary, URWA and the Board of Education.

Wilma Frey stated that the EC has a broad range of responsibility and opined that a spin off group would work more efficiently.  
Mr. Mennen stated that he would like to receive an official communiqué from the PC and EC regarding the discussions.  He added that he wants to empower all members of Township boards, committees and commissions as they are the “experts on the ground”.  He added that the new group, in whatever form, would be advisory to the Township Committee.

Mr. Herbst reiterated that the project is a long term project and needs to have a clear thread of executive management with offshoots of smaller groups, all of whom report back directly to one individual in order to avoid getting bogged down.  He agreed that the creation of the new group is solely the purview of the Township Committee.

Mr. Barnes noted that the 2004 Pascale Utilization Plan does not need endorsement by the PC or the EC as it was endorsed by the Township Committee.  Discussion followed regarding how the existing plan will be augmented in new and exciting directions.  

Mr. Tauber reiterated his desire to establish a Stewardship group to move forward with the adopted plan.

Mayor Van Doren reiterated that the Township Committee needs time to figure out how to appoint and charge a committee for working on the Pascale property.

9.
Public Participation

Brad Kennedy Housing Development Manager for United Cerebral Palsy (UCP) in Chester introduced Peter Ypsilantis contractor and Jennifer Brown, social services coordinator who is helping with marketing of the units.

Mr. Kennedy noted that construction is well under way and the project is substantially complete as the punch list is being reduced and certificates of occupancy should be ready in a couple of weeks.  He stated that the water issue related to domestic water should be finalized once County approval is received.  Comments were made regarding the latest DEP directive to have backlflow prevention devices inspected by the DEP, Applied Water Management and the Township plumbing subcode official.  Mr. Kennedy noted that Suburban Consulting Engineers has been cooperative and the on-the-job personnel are responsive.  It was added that the 200 foot pipe across County Route 523 should be done in two days time.

Mr. Kennedy discussed the matter of marketing the units and the trouble UCP continues to have with developing a plan to submit to COAH for approval.  He outlined the governmental entities involved with the project, specifically COAH and HMFA.  Additional comments were made regarding how and where to advertise for the units.

Mayor Van Doren noted that there has been either a miscommunication or confusion regarding the matter of marketing.  He stated that the Township has an adopted Ordinance regarding specific parameters related to marketing procedures for affordable housing units.  Mr. Kennedy stated that UCP will do whatever thy have to do with regarding to marketing in order to be in compliance with Township Ordinances.

Additional comments were made regarding a matter of flooding in the parking lot due to the elevation of the curb.  Mr. Landon stated that Mr. Holt is aware of the situation and it will be addressed.

Additional comments were made regarding the Meet and Greets that were held at the site.  Two fines were levied by the Construction Official and the matter will come before the Hunterdon County Board of Appeals.  Mr. Kennedy stated that he felt the fines were excessive and did not realize that what UCP did (with regard to the Meet and Greets) was contrary to the building code.  He added that UCP would like to settle the matter locally rather than bringing it to the County. Mayor Van Doren stated that the municipality has no ability to insert itself into the middle of the above noted process and the decision of the Construction Official has to be heeded.  

Mr. Kennedy stated that he was unsure as to how the process works, but stressed that the Construction Official has administered good and fair service to UCP.  He added that UCP will work to comply with Township Ordinances in order to retain the excellent working relationship.

In response to a question by Dr. Voyce, it was stated that the project is 99% complete and should be finalized within 3-4 days.  It was added that the potable water will service all 18 units and the community center.

Carmen Natale questioned the status of construction of athletic fields on the Bartles property and the status of field opening at the Christie Hoffman Farm.  

Mr. Ypsilantis questioned the COAH formula for Round 3.  It was noted that COAH will undoubtedly ask for an extension to the 12/31/07 deadline.
10.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Mennen noted that a Pay to Play seminar, led by the Mayor of Monroe Township was held at the recent League of Municipalities Conference.  He added that the Township should review adoption of an Ordinance related to Pay to Play parameters.
Dr. Voyce noted that he attended a seminar at the League Conference regarding the school funding formula.  He commented on volunteer fire and rescue services statewide.   
Mayor Van Doren stated that he spoke with a representative from Rutgers University regarding their water resource and conservation project.  The information will be forwarded to the EC.

11.
Executive Session

At 11:00 PM Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #176-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

12.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 9:35 PM.

13.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:03 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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