TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
April 12, 2010

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie, Teddy Murphy, Tom Schroth, Joe Weber and Laurence Malloy.

Absent:  Mary Ace.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 12, 2010.
COMMISSION DISCUSSION
· Palmer Conservation Easement – Block 27, Lot 81 – March 20, 2010 Site Walk

Mrs. Palmer was present.  
Mr. Teasdale explained that the Palmers had requested to modify the easement on part of the property.  They appealed to the Township Committee to give them relief so that they can perform woodland management on the portion of the property encumbered by the easement.  The Township Committee asked the Environmental Commission to review the easement document and advise them on what actions should be taken.  A site walk was conducted on March 20, 2010 in which Mr. Weber, Mr. Schroth and Mr. Teasdale joined the property owner and their consultant.  
Mrs. Palmer explained that the conservation easement was put into place so that the previous owner would not subdivide the property.  She noted that she and her husband do not have any intention of subdividing.  She went on to explain that it was suggested by their forestry consultant (Gracie and Harrigan) to keep the woods healthy and clear out the dead wood and get rid of invasive species.  In order to do that they asked the Township Committee permission to maintain the conservation easement in the same fashion as they do the rest of their property.  When asked if they want to eliminate the easement, Mrs. Palmer responded in the negative and explained that they just want the ability to make the forest healthy in the area encumbered by the easement.  Mr. Weber explained that he originally thought that the easement might be in place to protect the slopes but once he walked the property there wasn’t anything that concerned him.  Mr. Weber opined that woodland management practices could be allowed in the area of the easement with a condition that heavy equipment not be used.  Mr. Schroth also noted that the condition should include no roadways.  When asked the number of years they have owned the property, Mrs. Palmer replied eight (8) years.  She explained that the intent is to leave the land natural but in better condition.  Mr. Schroth reported no sign of damage to the property and complimented the Palmer family for the condition of the property; he was comfortable extending the same woodland management practices into the eased area.  Mr. Teasdale observed many standing pools of water, a healthy environment existed but at some point the invasive species would thrive. He noted a significant amount of erosion on the stream bank.  Mr. Teasdale agreed that no vehicles should traverse the area due to the wet areas.  He noted that he provided Mr. Palmer with a document that came from the NJ Forestry Association which talks about the bill that Governor Corzine signed regarding the Forest Stewardship process; it allows a property owner to get the same tax break but in conservation minded approach rather than woodland harvesting.  
When asked if the woodland management plan would be extended into the eased area, Mrs. Palmer responded in the positive.  

Mr. Colitti and Mr. Malloy both found the proposal acceptable and opined that it is good forest management.  
Mrs. Murphy expressed concern regarding the stream buffer.  

Mary Kalb, 6 Fox Hill Road, opined that dead trees should be left on the ground for nesting and feeding for birds.  
Mr. Teasdale noted that thoughtful, good woodland management practices includes girdling of trees which will allow them to stand and slowly create habitat for woodpeckers, bats, etc.  Mr. Weber explained that one of the objectives of a woodland management plan is to maintain habitat.  

Mr. Teasdale felt that it was important to recommend to the Township Committee that they give the right to do good woodland management but that there should be conditions such as no vehicles, wildlife habitat protection, removal of invasive species to the degree possible and stream bank restoration.  Mrs. Palmer agreed.  
Mr. Weber made a motion to recommend to the Township Committee that they grant a modification of the conservation easement to allow woodland management practices similar to what is currently taking place on the remainder of the property with the specific condition that no vehicles or heavy equipment be permitted on site.  Mr. Malloy seconded the motion.  
Mr. Teasdale expressed concern with the next owners and suggested wording such as “only a forest management plan with objectives such as conservation, wildlife habitat, removal of invasive species and stream bank restoration is permitted.  Mrs. Murphy suggested amending the motion to include that language to which Mr. Weber and Mr. Malloy agreed.  There being no further comments, the motion carried by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:  Mr. Colitti, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Schroth, Mr. Weber, Mr. Malloy, Mrs. Murphy and Mr. Teasdale

Nays:  None

Mr. Teasdale agreed to draft a resolution and forward it to the Palmers prior to the May meeting.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  
Mr. Jon Holt, 2 Fox Hill Road, was present regarding the JCP&L substation screening issue.  Mr. Holt reminded the Commission that there was a township public hearing on March 23, 2010 with Eileen Swan and Tom Borden.  Testimony was received from the community and it was unanimous in the observation that the screening is not adequate to screen the substation from the historic district, the nearby homes and the scenic roads and it is not consistent with the Highlands Act.  Mr. Holt read into the record the letter from the Tewksbury Township Land Use Board to the Highlands Council.  Mr. Holt requested that the Environmental Commission make a recommendation to the Township Committee or to the Highlands Council reaffirming its observation of December, 2007 when the application was first filed specifically related to the constraints on the property which is causing the issue of placement under the wires which limits the screening.  
Mrs. Murphy reminded the Commission that George Cassa pointed out that the headwaters of the Rockaway Creek are on the JCP&L property (Block 17, Lot 2). 

Mrs. Kalb noted that she has a drainage ditch that runs heavily in the spring and Bede Portz, Environmental Consultant from JCP&L, did not pay attention to it because they could not find a headwater for the ditch.
Mr. Holt suggested that the Environmental Commission write a letter referring to the language from the December 28, 2007 memo from the Environmental Commission to the Land Use Board.  He also asked that they include a statement that the current submittal continues to be deficient.  Mr. Teasdale explained that the Environmental Commission has not reviewed the current submission and therefore cannot comment.  He opined that the Commission could go on record supporting its past statements only.  

Mr. Teasdale noted based on the information in the ERI the Commission continues to feel that this is not an appropriate place for a substation.  Mr. Holt read into the record a paragraph from the December 2007 letter written by the Environmental Commission.  
A long debate ensued about the ability to comment when the Commission has not had the opportunity to review the landscape/screening plan.  Mr. Colitti noted that the Commission should remind the Highlands Council about Tewksbury’s Landscape ordinance within the DRO (Section 631.6.a.).   Mrs. Murphy and Mr. Schroth were the only two (2) Commission members that had reviewed the landscape plans.  Based on that, Mr. Teasdale asked if either would be willing to draft a letter that addresses the environmental issues of the plans.  Mrs. Murphy indicated that she was leaving to go out of town on Thursday and would not have time.  Mr. Weber was uncomfortable sending a letter commenting on issues that most of the Commission was uncertain about.  
A motion was made by Mr. Weber that the Commission recommend that the Highlands Council not act on the matter until they have reviewed and analyzed the viability of the landscaping plan in the context of the information contained in the Township ERI and Section 631 of the Township DRO.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Schroth.   The motion carried by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mr. Colitti, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Schroth, Mr. Weber, Mr. Malloy, Mrs. Murphy and Mr. Teasdale.

Nays:  None

Mr. Teasdale agreed to draft the letter and forward it to Ms. Goodchild for distribution.  

There being no additional public comments, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.

· Set 2010 Community Well Test dates
Mr. Teasdale noted that traditionally the testing is done in May.  Mr. Mackie indicated that he is happy to manage the program again this year but would prefer to wait until a time when he is able to help.  Due to recent surgery he would not be able to participate.  Mr. Mackie suggested waiting until fall this year which would give him the opportunity to handle the project and also might yield different results and a different group of people.   Mr. Mackie noted that South Branch Watershed Association indicated that the Township could do the Community Well Test program any time during the year.  Mr. Mackie agreed to contact South Branch Watershed Association about doing the program in the fall.   
MINUTES 

The minutes of March 8, 2010 were reviewed.  Mr. Schroth made a motion to approve the minutes with minor corrections on pages two (2) and three (3).  Mrs. Murphy seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Mr. Weber and Mr. Malloy abstained.  

CLAIMS

A motion was made by Mr. Mackie and seconded by Mr. Colitti to approve the following claim:
1. South Branch Watershed Association $150.00

The motion carried by the following roll call vote:

Ayes:
Mr. Colitti, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Schroth, Mr. Weber, Mr. Malloy, Mrs. Murphy and Mr. Teasdale

Nays:
None

CORRESPONDENCE 
a) A letter dated March 26, 2010 from Shana L. Goodchild regarding Appl. No. 09-12, A.M. Best, Block 16, Lot 7.
b) A letter dated March 23, 2010 from Shana L. Goodchild regarding Appl. No. 10-01, Morris, Block 16, Lot 7.
c) Notice of Freshwater Wetlands Applications for James L. Johnson and JLJ Land Partnership, L.P. for Block 23, Lots 4, 20 and 36.  
d) A letter dated March 31, 2010 from South Branch Watershed Association regarding the Annual Membership renewal.
e) A letter dated February 20, 2010 from South Branch Watershed Association regarding the 20th Annual South Branch Raritan River Clean Up.
f) A letter dated March 25, 2010 from the North Jersey Resource Conservation and Development office regarding a Project Advisory Committee Meeting on May 6, 2010.
g) A letter dated March 31, 2010 from ANJEC with payment for the matching contribution to the Environmental Resource Inventory project.  
h) ANJEC Report, Spring 2010.
i) The Current, Volume 50, No. 1 – Winter 2010.
Item a) The Commission discussed the A.M. Best application, Mr. Mackie explained that the proposal is for a 14,000 sq. ft. data processing building, additional parking spaces and a realignment of the entrance drive.  The new driveway layout requires a variance for the buffer to the adjoining residential lot.  Mr. Teasdale opined that the Environmental Commission should take the opportunity to influence the building construction (leadership in energy efficient design – solar energy, etc.).  Mr. Malloy questioned if it was within the Commissions purview to which Mr. Teasdale opined that it was and used the example of the JCP&L substation and the higher energy demand making it necessary.  Mr. Weber opined that it is a huge leap for the Commission to comment on issues such as building construction.  Mrs. Murphy opined that the Commission should comment on any aspect of building construction that increases the need for additional energy that may require additional substations.  Mr. Schroth agreed with Mr. Teasdale, A.M. Best is asking for a deviation from the ordinances and in turn they should do something for the Township.  Mrs. Murphy opined that part of the Commission’s mission is for environmental education.  Mr. Mackie suggested that the Environmental Commission review the Environmental Impact Statement prepared by A.M. Best and make recommendations to the Land Use Board; the Land Use Board could then possibly make them conditions of approval.  Mr. Teasdale, Mr. Weber and Mr. Schroth agreed to review the application material and prepare a comment letter.  
Mr. Mackie left the meeting at 9:23 p.m.

Item b) Mrs. Murphy agreed to review and provide comment.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· 2010 Goals and Objectives
Mr. Teasdale noted that he spoke with Ken Klipstein, President of the Tewksbury Land Trust, and he is aware of funding to study the deer problem. Mr. Klipstein asked if the Environmental Commission and the Tewksbury Land Trust would want to partner.  

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mrs. Murphy noted that she checked on the deer exclosure at Pascale Farm Park and it is still intact and houses 12 healthy trees.  She opined that if it were properly maintained it would be an excellent educational tool for the children given the proximity to the school.  

Mrs. Murphy reported that Arbor Day will be April 30, 2010 with the 3rd Grade program and a tree donated by the nursery at the corner of County Route 512 and Pickle Road; the tree will be planted at the Christie Hoffman Farm Park.  She reported that approximately five (5) trees from the 2009 Arbor Day planting have died.  The State reclaimed the water gator bags but there are volunteers lined up to water the trees when necessary.  Mr. Teasdale thanked Mrs. Murphy for her hard work.  

Mr. Teasdale noted that the Mayor received a letter from South Branch Watershed Association asking if the Township would support the annual SBWA River Clean Up on Saturday, April 24, 2010.  Mr. Teasdale asked the Commission for their permission to send Mr. Hoffman a note asking them to support SBWA to which the Commission agreed.  

· Discussion regarding Highlands Planning Area – Opting In
This item was tabled.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Weber made a motion to adjourn at 9:36 p.m.  Mr. Malloy seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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