EQUESTRIAN MEETING MINUTES

February 25, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Equestrian Committee met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:41 p.m.

Present:  Dana Desiderio, Patty Clucas, and Don Broughton.

Absent:  Ilaria Borghese and Eric Ryan.

There was no one from the public in attendance.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT

Dana Desiderio opened the meeting by announcing that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Police/Administration Building bulletin board, faxing a copy to the Hunterdon review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the Municipal Clerk, all on January 13, 2009.

A nomination for Dana Desiderio for Chairman was made by Don Broughton and seconded by Patty Clucas.  All were in favor.

A nomination for Don Broughton for Vice Chairman was made by Patty Clucas and seconded by Dana Desiderio.  All were in favor.

A nomination for Ilaria Borghese to take the minutes was made by Patty Clucas and seconded by Don Broughton.  All were in favor.

We were unable to approve the minutes from the last meeting in 2008 due to the fact that we are unable to locate them.   Dana Desiderio noted that she has reached out to the past Chairmen but has not heard back as of yet.

We discussed the 2009 Budget.  The budget will be prepared by Dana Desiderio and will be submitted to the Township by the deadline of March 20, 2009.  The committee decided to keep some of the same items in the budget as last year.  Don Broughton and Patty Clucas if available will present the 2009 Budget to the Township Committee.

There was a lot of discussion on the welcome basket; the committee is going to look into what happened with the process. 

We discussed the condition of the jumps at CHP and at the conditions at other Township Parks.  Especially the importance of not placing wood chips on horse trails as well as before or after jumps.  It was suggested that stone dust be substituted in place of the wood chips as they would stand up to the weather and horse usage for a longer period of time and be a safer substance for take offs and landings.

The Committee complimented the Township Public Works and Hayden Hull on their exceptional service to the horse community and maintenance of CHP and Farimont North in particular. 

Emergency Rescue was discussed and the Committee would like to have one person attend the training course, as it would be beneficial to the Township.

We discussed the possibility of having the Township Committee come up with some items that they feel are important, that Equestrian Committee could work on, this will be brought up when the 2009 Budget is presented.

There was discussion on the Brochure.  The question was, were they printed and if so where they are.  It is important that if the brochures were printed out they need to be brought various locations in the town, i.e., reality offices, General Store, etc.  As the purpose of the brochure is to create awareness.   If they were not printed out then it needs to be done and then distributed.  

Within the next few weeks the Committee is going to work together to get the answers to these and other questions, so that we can move forward.

The Committee has been asked to come up with a list of Goals and Objectives that they feel are important for 2009.  Since we only meet bi-weekly it was decided to email suggestions to all the members.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. by motion of Patty Clucas and seconded by Don Broughton.

The next meeting of the Equestrian Committee will be April 22 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dana Desiderio

