                                                                 TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP EQUESTRIAN

                                                 COMMITTEE



                                    MINUTES, JANUARY 24, 2007

Present for the meeting:  Dana Desiderio, Richard Pye, Janet Schmolze, Don Broughton

Also present:  David Barnes, Carol Leighton

Ms. Desiderio noted that a quorum was present.  The meeting was brought to order at 7:35pm.

NOMINATION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN – Mrs. Schmolze made a motion to nominate Richard Pye as Chairman.  Ms. Desiderio seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Richard Pye nominated Dana Desiderio as Vice Chairman.  Mr. Broughton seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, NOVEMBER 29, 2006 – Mrs. Schmolze made a motion that the minutes from the meeting held on November 29, 2006 should be accepted.  Mr. Pye seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

2007 MEETING SCHEDULE – A discussion was held on whether or not to keep committee meetings on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30.  It was agreed that day and time works out fine for all members present.

BROCHURE UPDATE – Ms. Desiderio introduced David Barnes and Carol Leighton who came to talk about a new style idea for the brochure.  Ms. Leighton has produced many of the Township’s brochures and has many ideas on how to make the brochure for the committee “reader friendly”.  Ms. Leighton brought a sample brochure for the members to look at.  Ms. Desiderio made a motion for Ms. Leighton to prepare a draft of the Equestrian Committee brochure.  Mr. Broughton seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

SIGNS –  Township DPW has questions as to where to put the signs.  Further, said they would put up the “horse” sign but not the statute sign until they received further approval from the County.  Mr. Pye will contact Roberta Brassard and follow up on this.  

POTENTIAL 2007 OBJECTIVES   The following ideas were presented and further discussion will be held at the next meeting.

1. Brochure 

2. Township Park Trails

3. Cross-country jumps in Christie Hoffman Park.

4. Welcome Baskets - Involvement with Communications Committee 

5.    Legislative Monitoring

TEWKSBURY TRAIL ASSOC. – Mr. Broughton related TTA updates.  Jeff Roberts was re-elected chairman.  There is discussion on acquiring holding pens for use at Christie Hoffman Park.  TTA is hoping to have funds to have some professional help and acquiring necessary tools were needed in order to keep trails open.  The coordination of work parties will continue.  A children’s event will be scheduled this year.

Membership applications were sent out - renewal could also be done on the website: www.TTA.NJ.com.

OTHER

On 2/7 there is breakfast meeting which the Council was invited to attend with the URWA and Carey Williams, Rutgers- Equine Extension Specialist related to equine regulations in the state.

Mr. Flowers from the Parks Committee has expressed an interest in working with the Equestrian Council on mapping trails within the Township’s parks.  Mr. Pye will follow-up.

Township activities – Ms. Desiderio suggested the committees need to participate in as many township activities as possible for more exposure to the community.  All present were in agreement.

Welcome Baskets – Ms. Desiderio did all basket distributions last year and suggested that the committee have, for this year, someone who will represent the interests of the Equestrian Committee on a consistent basis.  Mr. Pye will call the Communications  Committee and introduce himself and let them know he will be appointing a representative.

There was no further business, Mrs. Schmolze motioned the meeting be adjourned at 8:35 pm, Mr. Broughton seconded.

Respectfully submitted

Mrs. Janet Schmolze
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