TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
February 8, 2010

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Mr. Teasdale noted that Bruce Mackie was reappointed and administered his Oath of Office.  

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie, Joseph Weber, and Mary Ace arrived at 7:53 p.m. 

Absent:  Tom Schroth, Teddy Murphy and Laurence Malloy.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 12, 2010.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no one in the public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.

MINUTES 
The minutes of January 11, 2010 were reviewed.  Ms. Ace made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections to pages 1, 2, 3 and 4.  Mr. Weber seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Mr. Mackie abstained.  
CLAIM

1. 2010 ANJEC Membership Dues - $320 
Mr. Weber made a motion to approve the claim for the ANJEC Membership with the workshop plan for $380 and Mr. Colitti seconded the motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:  Mr. Colitti, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Weber and Mr. Teasdale

Nays:  None 
CORRESPONDENCE
a) A letter dated January 10, 2010 from ANJEC forwarding two resource papers regarding “Protecting Our Streams” and “Major State Programs Affecting Land Use”. 

b) 2010 Smart Growth Planning Grants for Municipalities from ANJEC.

c) Two (2) pamphlets from The Horton Foundation “An Oldwick Or Cold Brook Park” and “Raritan River Tributaries”.  

d) A letter dated January 28, 2010 from Shana L. Goodchild regarding Appl. No. 09-11, Todd, Block 14, Lot 17.11.

e) A copy of an e-mail and attachment dated February 2, 2010 regarding the Palmer Conservation Easement, Block 27, Lot 81.  

There was a brief discussion about the 2010 Smart Growth Planning Grant for which Mr. Weber suggested studying ways to reduce the deer population.  Based on the March 31, 2010, Mr. Weber suggested applying next year.  
There was a brief discussion about the pamphlets received from Mr. Horton and his opinions about the flooding of Bound Brook.  Mr. Mackie’s recollection was that the freeboard on the dam was increased by three or four feet in a manner that eventually proved to be unsound and let go, which is what flooded the town.  Mr. Mackie opined that the reservoir on Chimney Rock Road could have withheld the storm waters from the hurricane had it not already been full.  
Ms. Ace arrived at 7:53 p.m.

Mr. Teasdale agreed to write Mr. Horton and thank him for the information and indicate that more studies are needed.  

Ms. Ace made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence as listed above.  Mr. Weber seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· 2010 Goals and Objectives
Mr. Teasdale noted that last year’s goals and objectives were based the Township Committee’s “hot list” of issues (the quarry, the Master Plan, South of 78, etc.).   Mr. Teasdale noted that he did not see anything for 2010 from the Township Committee so he is unaware of their issues for 2010.  Mr. Teadsdale opened the discussion up to the rest of the Commission which resulted in the following items:  
1. Getting mileage out of the ERI (use by the Boards, Committees and Commissions Township professionals and residents).

2. Understand what, if anything can be done about the deer problem.  
3. Participating in the Planning Area discussion about Opting-In. 
4. Support the LUB in the Re-examination Report process.   
There was a discussion about the proposals by the Johnson family for a private heliport and subdivisions.  

Mr. Teasdale noted that the Tewksbury Land Trust is working on deer management which relies on hunting.  

Mr. Colitti asked about the stream monitoring programs and the data that came out of the studies.  Ms. Ace directed Mr. Colitti to the webpage (the link can be found in the new ERI) for the complete set of data.  When asked if future monitoring will occur, Ms. Ace responded in the positive.  

Mr. Mackie asked what happened to the Stream Crossing program to which Mr. Teasdale explained that Mr. Horton was asked to volunteer to help document the crossings which he did with staff from SBWA.  The SBWA staff person left for another job opportunity and he is not aware if someone else took over the program.  

Mr. Colitti brought up outdoor light pollution and the fact that the Commission discussed it a few years ago.  Ms. Ace suggested finding out what other communities have done about the issue.  Mr. Colitti recalled one of the issues being enforcement.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the Township attorney at the time indicated that the Township could only enforce the standard on new homes.  Mr. Weber noted that the Township can only enforce a light intensity standard at the boundary line of a property.  Mr. Mackie pointed out that there are lighting standards in the Development Regulations Ordinance but it applies only to new development.  

A brief discussion occurred regarding possible changes to the COAH program.

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Teasdale, reporting for Mrs. Murphy, noted that federal stimulus money was awarded to Tewksbury ($7,000) to help with the upkeep of the trees that were planted on Arbor Day 2009.  He said he urged Mrs. Murphy to think about deer barriers as part of the maintenance plan.  Mr. Teasdale reported that Governor Corzine signed the Forest Stewardship Bill which allows property owners to submit a stewardship plan to meet farmland assessment requirements rather than cutting timber to generate income.  Mr. Teasdale also noted that Mrs. Murphy is arranging in house CEU credits for the Township to meet the demands of the State.  

Mr. Mackie noted that John Holt briefed the Board on the JCP&L matter.  When asked if a timeline had been established for the Master Plan Re-examination report, Mr. Mackie responded in the negative.  Mr. Mackie opined that the Re-examination report should be done consistent with whatever changes occur in June regarding the Highlands.  
· Final ERI – distribution of final product
Mr. Teasdale distributed to each Commission member electronic copies of the ERI.  He noted that it had been posted on the Township webpage.  He also indicated that he will provide to the Commission for review and approval a draft of an article to the Times of Tewksbury.  

· Palmer Conservation Easement – Block 27, Lot 81
Mr. Teasdale noted that a packet of information was provided to the Commission for review.  He expressed his concern about setting a precedent by allowing this change but also noted that if could be to everyone’s advantage if property owners were willing to manage a conservation easement using best practices.  The Commission proposed a March 20, 2010 site walk, approximately 1 p.m. and asked Ms. Goodchild to reach out to the property owners.  
· Appl. No. 09-11, Todd, Block 14, Lot 17.11
Mr. Teasdale read into the record the information provided on the application.  After review and consideration of the application material provided, the Commission recommended that the applicant remove the northern spur of the driveway and return it to grass or other pervious coverage to reduce the impervious overage.  Mr. Mackie agreed to communicate the recommendation to the Land Use Board at the hearing for the application.    

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Weber made a motion to adjourn at 9:31 p.m.  Mr. Mackie seconded the motion.  
