
TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
February 14, 2011

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:38 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Bruce Mackie, Matt Grobert, Glenn Likus, Tom Schroth, Mary Ace arrived at 7:44 p.m. and Mario Colitti arrived at 8:30 p.m..
Absent: Joe Weber and Bob Hoffman.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 11, 2011.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no one in the audience, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.    

MINUTES
· January 10, 2011

The minutes of January 10, 2011 were approved with minor corrections to page five (5) by motion of Mr. Schroth and seconded by Mr. Mackie.  All were in favor.
CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Ace made a motion acknowledging receipt of the following items of correspondence.  Mr. Schroth seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

a) ANJEC – 2011 Sustainable Land Use Planning Grant for Municipalities

b) The 15th Annual NJ Land Conservation Rally, March 19, 2011

c) A letter dated January 24, 2011 from Shana Goodchild regarding Pierson, Application No. 10-13, Block 21, Lot 3

The Commission discussed the Pierson Appl., No. 10-13, Block 21, Lot 3 and found that the addition was modest and the consensus was that comments were not necessary.  The Board asked Mr. Mackie to comment at the public hearing if any Heritage trees are to be removed.  

Mr. Teasdale encouraged attendance at the NJ Land Conservation Rally.  
Mr. Teasdale asked for volunteers to review the ANJEC planning grant material and report back to the Environmental Commission at the March 14, 2011 meeting.  Mr. Grobert offered to review the grant material.    
RESOLUTIONS

· Resolution No. 11-02 – Recognition of Miriam Murphy
Mr. Schroth read into the record the following resolution recognizing Miriam Murphy.  Mr. Schroth thanked Ms. Goodchild for the template and dates and Mr. Teasdale for additional information that was included in the resolution.  Mr. Teasdale made a motion to adopt the resolution, seconded by Mr. Schroth.  The motion carried unanimously.  
        RESOLUTION NO. 11-02

          TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

         EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION FOR

      TEDDY MURPHY

WHEREAS, Teddy Murphy served with distinction for over a decade and a half (from 1994 through 2010) on the Environmental Commission of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey and, moreover, served as the Environmental Commission’s Chairperson from 2001 to 2005; and

WHEREAS, Teddy Murphy has served on Tewksbury Township’s Forestry Advisory Board from 2006 through the present year, served as the Forestry Advisory Board’s Chairperson, and also functioned as the official liaison between the Environmental Commission and the Forestry Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, Teddy Murphy organized, led and contributed to numerous worthy activities and community service organizations within the Township, including: the Cross Acceptance Committee (2005), annual Private Well Water Testing, a Woodlands Inventory/Woodlands Management Plan, development of the Township’s Tree Protection Ordinance, the Shade Tree Commission, the Tree Permit Appeals Board (2003–2010), an Historic Bridge Protection initiative, Arbor Day activities, and light pollution mitigation; and

WHEREAS, Teddy Murphy served for eight years  on the Township Planning Board (1994-2001), served on the Development Regulations Ordinance Review Committee (1997–2004), contributed to the creation of the 2003-2004 Township Master Plan, and was the Township’s Representative for Hunterdon County’s response to the State Development and Redevelopment Plan; and 

WHEREAS, Teddy Murphy has unselfishly given of her time to the broader community in many ways, including serving on the Raritan River Basin Alliance and Commission, the County Planning Board Commission considering Model Ordinances (e.g., Open Space and Steep Slopes), the Highway Rte. 22/78 Corridor Planning Enterprise, the NJ Humanities Council (chairperson), the Hunterdon County Green Table, the NJ Water Supply Authority’s Watershed Initiative, and the creation of an Historical Museum for the State of New Jersey; and     

WHEREAS, Teddy Murphy has demonstrated leadership, dedication, initiative, wisdom, and valuable historical knowledge and perspective, consistently going far beyond the requirements of her position on the Environmental Commission to serve and assist the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury as well as other Township Boards and Committees.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Environmental Commission of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that said Environmental Commission, on behalf of its present and former members and the citizens and taxpayers of the Township of Tewksbury, does hereby extend to Teddy Murphy its admiration, respect and appreciation for her dedicated service to the Township.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by said Environmental Commission that the Township of Tewksbury is a significantly better place to live as a result of the efforts and services contributed by Teddy Murphy.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be spread in full upon the minutes of this meeting as a permanent and devoted expression of appreciation upon its adoption by a unanimous vote of the Environmental Commission on this 14th day of February, 2011.






Mr. Teasdale suggested getting together on March 13, 2011 at 4 p.m. for drinks at the Tewksbury Inn to present Mrs. Murphy with the resolution.  Mr. Teasdale agreed to follow up with an e-mail to confirm the date and time of the gathering.  Mr. Teasdale also indicated that he was going to forward the resolution with a cover letter to the Township Committee.   





DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Teasdale reported that Mr. Schroth was appointed as the Environmental Commission representative on the Forest Advisory Board for a 2 year term.  Mr. Teasdale thanked Mr. Schroth for volunteering.  
Mr. Teasdale noted that Mr. Van Doren asked him to encourage a member of the Environmental Commission to serve on the Tree Permit Appeals Board.  He explained the purpose of the Board and that they meet infrequently (on an as needed basis).  Mr. Likus volunteered.  

Mr. Mackie reported that the Land Use Board received an ordinance from the Township Committee removing the overlay zone from the Bellemead properties (south of Route 78); the Board found it to be not inconsistent with the Master Plan.  The properties will revert to the Piedmont District (5 acre zoning).   Mr. Mackie noted that Bellemead applied to the NJDEP for a renewal of their NJPDES permit.  The NJDEP public hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, March 23, 2011 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Old Turnpike School.  

Mr. Colitti arrived at this time (8:33 p.m.) and was sworn in by Mr. Teasdale.  Mr. Teasdale updated Mr. Colitti on the discussion items from earlier in the meeting.  

Mr. Mackie noted that the public hearing for the Johnson heliport was rescheduled for March 16, 2011.  Mr. Teasdale thanked Mr. Weber and Mr. Schroth for contributing to the report that was sent to the Land Use Board.

· Discussion regarding the Washington Township Viewshed Protection Ordinance
As a preamble to the discussion, the Commission reviewed the recent Master Plan Re-Examination Report.  Mr. Teasdale commended the Land Use Board for the work that went into the report.  He highlighted a few things that are relevant to the discussion regarding viewshed regulations.  
Mr. Teasdale explained that the Washington Township ordinance talks about public travel ways, which includes all public roadways, paths, trails and easements with public access.   Ms. Ace expressed concern about enforcing the ordinance and asked the Commission to think about the process.  Mr. Teasdale opined that the first task would be to determine if the project is within 100 feet of a viewshed.  Mr. Likus opined that because of Tewksbury’s terrain most of the Township would be within a viewshed as defined by the Washington ordinance.  Mr. Teasdale explained that the ordinance does not prohibit building, it applies buffer and screening standards.  Mr. Likus opined that very few places exist to build and that the existing steep slope ordinance in Tewksbury mimics Washington Township’s viewshed ordinance.  Ms. Ace noted that the Commission should look at applying the ordinance to the issue at hand which is related to wind turbines and solar energy.  When asked what specifically the Land Use Board was looking for, Mr. Mackie explained that the Board is trying to manage the impact of alternative energy sources.  Mr. Teasdale thought it would be helpful if the planner could create a map that mimics Washington Township’s mapping.  There was a lengthy discussion about mapping, the definition of a ridgeline and the buffers and exactly how to model the ordinance.  Mr. Teasdale agreed to send an e-mail to Ms. Goodchild and Mr. Banisch to ask how best to map this type of ordinance.  Mr. Mackie opined that there might be another way, other than a viewshed ordinance, to deal with the concern of wind turbines.  Mr. Teasdale tabled the discussion item until he has had an opportunity to e-mail Ms. Goodchild and Mr. Banisch.         

· Update on Water Test results from SBWA
Mr. Mackie reported on the results of the SBWA water testing.  He suggested mapping the data.  The Commission agreed that it would be helpful to map but due to limited staff and volunteer time it was agreed that the issue would be tabled.

Mr. Teasdale noted that Mr. Weber was a transmission executive at Bell Labs and has an understanding of sound and decibel levels.  He has offered to research noise ordinances at ANJEC and the NJDEP.  Mr. Colitti recalled discussing noise ordinances in the past and the enforcement becomes the issue.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Schroth made a motion to adjourn at 9:25 p.m.  Ms. Ace seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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