SCENIC ROADS COMMITTEE MINUTES






June 14, 2007
The Tewksbury Township Scenic Roads met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established. All members present.
Committeeman Niles Lang presided.

Other members in attendance were Bob Flowers, Dr. Cheryl Allen-Munley, Carol Leighton.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

Public discussion was held as to the nomination of Alder Creek Road for designation as a Scenic Road. All neighbors present indicated their resistance and opposition to the notion citing their fears that the designation would “put them on some kind of map “that would draw “bikers (cyclists)” and the like. They also professed an implicit trust in each other to preserve the existing character of their neighborhood without a need for government interference.

The Commission thanked the residents for attending then voted 4-1 against the designation citing the respect for the residents’ desire for privacy.
2.
Action to be Taken
Old business: The Commission unanimously and officially adopted and recognized the trees listed in the photographs appearing in the brochure presented to the Township for final review and approval.


Mary Fazzini asked whether plaques would be affixed to the trees. Carol Leighton stated emphatically that nothing would be affixed to the trees as nails or wires can become imbedded and affect the trees’ health and appearance. Instead, a request will be made to the Township to make plaques available to homeowners where these trees are located to place a post or stake in he ground.

Additional old business: Photographs of pre-1900 structures found in Tewksbury to be stayed indefinitely throughout the summer as greenery now obstructs the roadside views of same and the two individuals within the Hunterdon Country Historical Commission have been incommunicado over the last five weeks.


Review of Moyer variance not visible from Cold Spring Road. However, driveway modification concerns the Scenic Road Commission. The Scenic Road Commission to comment on its desire that the pre-existing crushed stone driveway and apron be restored at the conclusion of heavy construction.


Review of Mahalik variance application: The Scenic Road Commission is concerned about the disproportionate height of the proposed addition – especially as it sits above the tree line and as it relates to other dwellings of its immediate neighbors. Further concerns were voiced as to the addition’s being visible six months out of the year and the roof lines permanent (i.e. year round) protrusion above the tree line. Such a structure may be out of character for both this Scenic Road and/or the township’s other Scenic Roads.

3.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:21 PM.

Niles Lang

___________________

Recording Secretary
SCENIC ROADS COMMITTEE MINUTES






May 10, 2007
The Tewksbury Township Scenic Roads met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Committeeman Niles Lang presided.

Other members in attendance were Bob Flowers, Kurt Rahenkamp, Dr. Cheryl Allen-Munley, Shelby Melick

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

2.
Action to be Taken
Old business: The meeting with Randy Benson was held on May 8, 2007 at the Municipal Building. Mr. Benson suggested the Commission propound a letter to request greater visibility and more authority. Mr. Benson also suggested that, because of the Township’s special relationship to farming within the Township, an Eyesore Ordinance may not be palatable, enforceable or otherwise enforced.


Instead Mr. Benson suggested that the Scenic Road Commission propound an ordinance regarding “site improvement”. The Scenic Road Commission should mention what it considers reasonable vis-à-vis applications, renewals, scope of permits etc.


Niles Lang agreed to propound such a letter (c.f. attached).


Heritage Trees: The project that just will not go away: Brochure was approved for presentation to Township for designation.


New business: Kurt Rahenkamp stated that Hunterdon County Historical Commission  had contacted local historical societies including Tewksbury’s to request assistance in updating its photographic library of pre-1900 structures. Kurt Rahemkamp solicited volunteers. Shelby Melick , Dr. Cheryl Allen-Munley and Niles Lang volunteered. Kurt Rahenkamp to drop off map at site specifications to Scenic Road Commission volunteers.

3.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:51 PM.

Niles Lang

___________________

Recording Secretary
