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	Sally Ike – Chairman

Dana Desiderio – Vice Chairman

Nancy Mahevich

Richard Pye
	TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP EQUESTRIAN COMMITTEE

	
	MINUTES, JANUARY 25, 2006


Present for the meeting:  Sally Ike, Chairman, Dana Desiderio, Vice Chairman, Nancy Mahevich, Richard Pye

Also present:  Don Broughton, Susan Nemeth, George Tauber

Mrs. Ike noted that a quorum was present, and brought the meeting to order at 7:35 pm.

APPROVAL of MINUTES, NOVEMBER 30, 2005 – Mrs. Mahevich made a motion that the minutes from the meeting held November 30, 2005 should be approved.  Ms. Desiderio seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.

2006 COMMITTEE – Mrs. Ike stated that the Equestrian Committee is permitted to have a maximum of seven members.  At the present time, Dana Desiderio, Sally Ike, Nancy Mahevich, and Richard Pye have been asked and have agreed to serve.  Mrs. Ike reported that the Tewksbury Trail Association (TTA) and the Somerset Handicapped Riders have yet to indicate who their representatives will be, and that Cindy Clover, who rides with Nona Garson and has experience with the Tewksbury Land Trust has also indicated an interest in serving.  

After a brief discussion, the Committee was in agreement that Mrs. Clover should be asked to serve.  (Subsequent to the meeting, Mr. Broughton indicated that he will serve as the TTA representative.)  Mrs. Ike will inform Roberta Brassard of the Committee’s recommendations, which must be approved by the Township Committee.

Ms. Desiderio made a motion nominating Mrs. Ike as the 2006 Chairman.  Mrs. Mahevich seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  Mrs. Mahevich made a motion to close the nominations.  Ms. Desiderio seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  Both motions passed unanimously.

Mrs. Mahevich made a motion nominating Ms. Desiderio as the 2006 Vice Chairman.  Mr. Pye seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  Mrs. Mahevich made a motion to close the nominations.  Mr. Pye seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  Both motions passed unanimously.

EQUESTRIAN COMMITTEE BROCHURE – Mrs. Mahevich reported that she has contacted Tewksbury resident Bob Thompson, who is willing to assist the Committee with the update of their brochure.  Mrs. Mahevich will provide a copy of the old version to Mr. Thompson, who will attend the February meeting of the Committee to offer suggestions.  Ms. Desiderio will contact David Barnes, who may have a contact who can assist with the printing. 

WELCOME BASKET – Mrs. Ike reviewed the status of the Welcome Basket Project (see attached spread sheet), which has been temporarily suspended pending a reorganization of the program.  The Equestrian Committee’s recommendation is that it should be spearheaded by the Communications Committee, with assistance from the Equestrian Committee and TTA when delivering baskets.  

Those present were all in agreement that the project is worth continuing.  Mrs. Ike will follow through with Mr. Tauber’s suggestion that she work with the Communications Committee to establish an Ad Hoc Committee to take charge of this project.  Ms. Desiderio pointed out that the remaining Welcome Baskets (approximately fifteen, which are in the hayloft at the U.S. Equestrian Team) are all in need of updating, since it was almost a year ago when they were first assembled.

JUMPS AT CHRISTIE HOFFMAN FARM – Mrs. Ike reported on the cross country jumps at Christie Hoffman Farm:

Water Jump – There are several holes close to the revetting where horses have “punched through” the footing as a result of use after heavy rain before the ground had a chance to settle.  Mrs. Ike has asked jump builder Morgan Rowsell several times to make the repairs, but as yet, he has been unable to do so.  Mrs. Ike was instructed to contact him again.  In the meantime, she will ask Township Administrator Jess Landon to have the Department of Public Works (DPW) put a fence around the jump.  Those present were in agreement that Mr. Rowsell should repair the jump at no cost, as the holes occurred within several months after the completion of the jump.

Mrs. Ike also noted an area of run-off on the north side of the jump where, as a result, no grass is growing.  Mr. Landon will be asked to have the DPW make the repair in the spring.

Other jumps – Mrs. Ike and Mr. Broughton both noted that several of the existing log jumps should be repaired due to rotting material.  

Discussion ensued regarding the relationship of the various committees that use the Township’s parks, e.g. Tewksbury Athletic Association, and how those facilities are maintained and funded.  The Committee concluded that they should be more pro-active in communicating their needs to the Township.

After discussion, there was agreement that the Committee should include funds in each year’s budget so that one or two jumps could be replaced each year.  Mrs. Ike noted that the Committee had included $500 in their 2006 budget proposal for jump repair, so that some of this work could begin this year.

FOCUS/DIRECTION FOR THE 2006 COMMITTEE – The Committee and Mr. Tauber discussed the focus, direction, and role of the Equestrian Committee at length.  Specific points that were discussed included:

· The Committee’s primary role is to provide a means for two-way communication on areas of mutual interest with the Township’s equestrian community at large, working with TTA, the Handicapped Riders, Somerset Hills Pony Club, Essex Foxhounds and other groups in the Hunterdon area, as well as individuals with concerns and/or questions.  

· The Committee should monitor various pending state and federal legislation, e.g. the Right to Farm Bill, the “Manure” Bill, and the Federal Animal ID system and provide information to the Tewksbury equestrian community about these projects and their status.   

· The Committee can be more proactive in fostering open space, monitoring real estate sales, attending Planning Committee meetings when discussion is scheduled which might affect trails, etc.  

The Committee noted that because Vice Chairman Ms. Desiderio sits on the Planning Board, she is in a position to inform the Committee or TTA of such projects.

Mr. Broughton pointed out that TTA plans to be much more active in this area, and noted the three methods that are used to secure trails:

· Deeded easements (least used);

· Formal written permission (used more frequently, but not often); and 

· Informal permission, i.e. no written record (by far the most popular).

· Should the Committee develop a list of local equestrian organizations and provide information to Tewksbury residents?  

Mr. Tauber suggested that is was not the role of the Committee to function as a Chamber of Commerce.  

MISSION STATEMENT – Mrs. Mahevich pointed out that the Strategies outlined in the Committee’s Mission Statement should support the Vision and Mission, and asked the Committee to review the Statement again, even though it had already been approved by the Committee during the November 30, 2005 meeting.  

The Committee was in agreement with Mrs. Mahevich’s suggestions for modification, and will forward this version to the Township Committee for Final Approval (see attached).   

2006 MEETING SCHEDULE – After a brief discussion, the Committee was in agreement to continue the existing meeting schedule, i.e. 4th Wednesday of each month, with the exception of November, when the meeting will take place on the Wednesday after Thanksgiving, and December, in which no meeting will take place.

OTHER – Mrs. Mahevich volunteered will write and forward a short article to the Tewksbury Times explaining the role of the Equestrian Committee.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Sally Ike

2006 MEETINGS

(4th Wednesday of each month, except for November and December)

January 25

February 22

March 22

April 26

May 24

June 28

July 26

August 23

September 27

October 25

November 29
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