TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
August 9, 2010

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Bruce Mackie, Tom Schroth, Joe Weber and Mary Ace arrived at 7:50 p.m.
Absent:  Mario Colitti, Teddy Murphy, Laurence Malloy and Matt Grobert.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 12, 2010.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no one in the public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.

MINUTES
· June 14, 2010
Mr. Weber made a motion to approve the June 14, 2010.  Mr. Mackie seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Schroth made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence.  Mr. Mackie seconded that motion.  All were in favor.

a) A copy of a letter dated June 18, 2010 from the NJDEP to Harry Orgler regarding Block 11, Lot 35 Highlands Exemption.
b) Notice of flood hazard area permit application from James L. Johnson, Block 23, Lots 23, 28.03 and 29.

c) ANJEC Report Summer 2010.

d) Notice of a Freshwater Wetlands Application from Kathleen Kluge re: Block 38, Lot 17.01. 

e) A letter dated August 4, 2010 from Shana Goodchild re: Appl. No. 09-10, Block 42, Lot 9.04.  
Mr. Teasdale, referencing item b), noted that there is a proposal to cut a road in across from the Somerset Hills Handicapped Riders to the proposed heliport.  The Environmental Commission agreed to keep a watchful eye on the application.  
Mr. Schroth agreed to review the Goss application highlighted in item e) above.  Mr. Teasdale noted a recent pool review letter (for the Wetteland application) and suggested using the relevant points from that letter for the Goss application (for example, how the pool is filled initially, lighting, etc.).  
DISCUSSION ITEMS
· Pascale Farm Park – water chestnut removal
Mr. Teasdale noted that the Central Jersey Invasive Species Task Force targeted the pond at Pascale Farm Park to remove the water chestnuts.  They contracted with Princeton Hydro who came in with a machine that pulled the chestnuts from the water, which have since been placed in piles on the shore to dry.  On Wednesday, August 11, 2010 volunteers will be removing the debris; Mr. Teasdale asked for volunteers.  Mr. Schroth found it odd that the Township was not inclined to do anything about the pond being clogged with this invasive species; if nothing were done it would choke out the pond.  Mr. Teasdale opined that the issue was that it wasn’t coordinated with the Department of Public Works and they are very busy during the summer months with other projects.  Mr. Teasdale explained that because they are considered an annual, the trick is to cut the plant and remove it before the seed pods mature.  Mr. Schroth opined that the Township should step up and do annual maintenance.  Mr. Teasdale suggested better planning next year so that it is not sprung on the Department of Public Works at the last minute.  
· 2010 Community Well Test dates – Status Update
Mr. Teasdale noted that he sent another article to the Times of Tewksbury for August.  The kits will have a return date of October 13th and October 14th.  Mr. Mackie noted that he has asked South Branch Watershed Association to include Radon testing in the kits.  Mr. Mackie agreed to put another article in the Times of Tewksbury.  SBWA will have the kits available for sale in September.  
· Discussion regarding Highlands Planning Area – Opting In.  
Mr. Teasdale noted that the Township forwarded two (2) housing plans to COAH, one (1) with the COAH numbers and one (1) with the Highlands numbers.  The COAH requested that the Township choose one (1) plan by September 8, 2010.  The Township Committee will discuss this on August 10, 2010 and choose a plan to submit to COAH.  
· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Teasdale sadly reported that Mrs. Murphy would not be present as she lost both of her sisters over the weekend.  
· Johnson Family Subdivisions (Block 23, Lots 2, 4, 20 & 36) 
Mr. Teasdale noted that the Land Use Board scheduled a site walk of the Johnson property for Tuesday, August 10, 2010, 6 p.m. at 39 Homestead Road.  Mr. Teasdale encouraged members of the Environmental Commission to attend.  

Mr. Teasdale noted that he and Mr. Mackie were at the August 4, 2010 Land Use Board meeting and had the opportunity to hear the proposal from the Johnson’s professionals, specifically for Lots 20 and 36.  The Commission members reviewed the plans submitted.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the proposal is to use existing driveway networks to serve the proposed house sites.  When the applicant was asked if there is potential for further subdivision, the response was that the Johnson heirs do not have any intention to further subdivide at this time.  The attorney for the applicant indicated that the Johnson’s would not want to compromise the value of the property by restricting subdivision.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the Chairman of the Land Use Board suggested that if the applicant returned for additional subdivision of the property they would not be permitted to use the existing driveway network for additional houses beyond what is proposed in the four (4) current subdivisions.  
· Miscellaneous

Mr. Teasdale noted that there are design awards through Hunterdon County and ANJEC and he would like to submit the ERI to one of them.  Discussion ensued and the Commission encouraged Mr. Teasdale to discuss the submission requirement with Ms. Goodchild; the HCPB is requiring three (3) color copies.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Schroth made a motion to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Mr. Weber seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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