SCENIC ROADS COMMISSION MINUTES






February 9, 2007
The Tewksbury Township Scenic Roads met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Committeeman Niles Lang presided.

Other members in attendance were Bob Flowers, Dr. Cheryl Allen-Munley, Carol Leighton.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Niles Lang.
2.
Action to be Taken
· New business: Scenic Roads Commission to reach out to other 
Commissions and Boards to facilitate the annual planting of trees an Arbor Day and for expansion of Heritage Tree Project.


Carol Leighton informed the Scenic Roads Commission that billboards at OTS and TES have been proposed by School Board. Alleged rationale is to increase visibility and therefore awareness thereby increasing community investment. Notwithstanding, proposed sizes and locations of billboards would block the scenic view planes along these scenic roads. Route 517 as a main thoroughfare coursing through the heart of Oldwick and Tewksbury together with the allee of trees at TES and along Pascal Park have been nominated as Heritage Trees. As such, the scenic view plane would be marred and the tenuous relationship between greater visibility (unsightly billboards) and enhanced public awareness is at best speculative.


Thus, the Scenic Roads Commission would hope to renew its request that it be directly consulted – as previously requested – in such cases where Heritage Trees (which fall under Scenic Roads Commission purview) and Scenic Roads are involved Carol Leighton will participate in the design (including height and placement of these proposed billboards.


The Scenic Roads Commission will also seek guidance from the Historical Society regarding the prospect of designating Lindabury  Corner as “historic” within Tewksbury Township. Dr. Cheryl Allen-Munley will act as liaison in this matter.


The Scenic Roads Commission is required to nominate a liaison to the Forestry Advisory Board. Carol Leighton volunteered. Her nomination was seconded and unanimously approved.


The Scenic Roads Commission will seek to restore the DRO and Eyesore Ordinance debate to Committee calendar. Niles Lang to contact Committee liaison to that end.


4.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:21 PM.

Niles Lang

___________________

Recording Secretary
