TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 25, 2007 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Shaun Van Doren presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, William Mennen, George Tauber and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

Andrew Holt, Township Engineer and Hayden Hull, Superintendent of Public Works were in attendance.

There were approximately six members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Van Doren.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:00 PM Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Voyce

RESOLUTION #152a-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Contract Negotiations, Personnel, Land Acquisition and Advice of Attorney.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

Dr. Voyce arrived at 7:10 PM.

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.
Mr. Tauber requested additional information that was attached to a letter to COAH from the

Township Administrator. 
Mayor Van Doren read a letter from Gayle Carrick regarding the visit from Detective Price of


the Hunterdon County Prosecutors Office and his pleasure with the relationship between the school and the Police Department.
Item “o” was discussed and it was the consensus of the Committee to have the Township Administrator apply for the 2007-2008 grant from HART.
Mayor Van Doren stated that a copy of item “d” be forwarded to the Environmental Commission.

6.
Public Participation

Gerald Brennan-Brooks and Warren Taub presented information regarding the matter of a non-potable well on Mr. Brennen-Brooks property and the relationship with the Washington Township Municipal Utilities Authority (WTMUA).  Mr. Taub requested that the Township Committee authorize the Township Attorney to review the contract and associated documents as he feels that the language in the contract specifically does not pertain to Mr. Brennen-Brooks’ property (Block 6.07, Lot 4).  Mr. Taub noted that Mr. Brennen-Brooks spent $25,000.00 regarding the matter and requested that the matter be finalized by the Township Committee’s 

ratifying and confirming that his property is not affected and his non-potable well may remain. Mr. Brennen-Brooks noted that the original area (as noted in the contract) was amended and made smaller by action of the NJDEP.
Additional discussion followed regarding the WTMUA and their service to Tewksbury regarding potable water.

Mayor Van Doren stated that Mrs. Kopen would need time to review and advise on the documents.
In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mr. Taub opined that it would not be fruitful to seek post judgment relief from Judge Stanton as the matter is several years old.  He added that the matter is an “egregious error”.
Mr. Brennen-Brooks noted that the Township Committee that adopted the contract and accompanying Resolutions “did the right job” and he had no criticism as to their actions.

Mr. DiMare suggested that Mrs. Kopen only review the contract and agreement rather than the entire transcripts.  

It was the consensus of the Committee to have Mrs. Kopen review the documents and include the item for further discussion at the 10/23/07 Township Committee meeting.

Jonathan Holt stated his support of adoption of Resolution #153-2007.  He added that his letter regarding the matter of graffiti on a Sprint/Nextel maintenance building located on Fox Hill Road was sent to Sprint with no definitive response.  He noted that some control needs to be constructed to impede access and the tree plantings needs to be revitalized as the majority are dead.

George Cassa noted that the BPU has published proposed amendments to their electric service rules, specifically regarding the vegetation management section.  He suggested that the Township Committee review the rules and make comments as an official action as he felt that the rules may not be strong enough.  Mayor Van Doren stated that the document should be forwarded to the Forestry Advisory Board and the Environmental Commission, and their comments be forwarded to the Township Committee for further discussion at the 10/23/07 Township Committee meeting.

In response to a question from David Barnes Mayor Van Doren stated that he would consider sending item “d” from the Correspondence List to the Parks Committee.

In response to a question by Mr. Barnes, it was stated that the horse jumps at Christie Hoffman farm were rehabilitated by a joint effort of the Equestrian Committee and DPW staff with advice from the jump designer.  Funds were utilized from the Equestrian Committee budget and the DPW operating budget.  It was additionally noted that the water jump did not need to be repaired; rocks had to be removed and water added. 
7.
Actions to be taken
· Consent Agenda


Mayor Van Doren requested that Resolution #154-2007 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Mennen requested that Resolution #155-2007 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #153-2007

ENDORSING THE “GREEN ACRES, FARMLAND, BLUE ACRES AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOND ACT OF 2007”

WHEREAS, continued investment in open space, farmland and historic preservation is vitally important to the State, as it enhances New Jersey’s economy, safeguards its remaining natural, agricultural, recreational and cultural resources and preserves its character; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey continues to face incredible pressure from development, losing over 40 acres of open space daily to new development projects; and

WHEREAS, protecting open spaces and improving community parks throughout the State, including urban areas, supports New Jersey State and local economies by stabilizing local property taxes and revitalizing communities; and

WHEREAS, the Garden State Preservation Trust, the financing authority for the Green Acres, Farmland, Blue Acres and Historic Preservation programs, is virtually depleted despite the continued need for the programs it makes possible; and

WHEREAS, on November 6, 2007, the voters of New Jersey will be asked to approve the Green Acres, Farmland, Blue Acres and Historic Preservation Bond Act of 2007, which authorizes the State to issue $200 million in bonds to fund New Jersey’s preservation programs for one year and the Blue Acres program to purchase flood prone properties; and 

WHEREAS, passage of the Bond Act is desperately needed to fund the continued protection of New Jersey’s natural areas and cultural sites while a long-term funding solution for the Garden State Preservation Trust is determined and secured. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The Township of Tewksbury encourages the voters of New Jersey to vote yes on the Green Acres, Farmland, Blue Acres and Historic Preservation Bond Act of 2007 on November 6, 2007.

2. The Municipal Clerk is hereby authorized to provide a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Governor Jon Corzine, 23rd and 24th Legislative Districts, Keep it Green, the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat.
___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings and Determinations for 12/02/07 OFC raffle
Mr. DiMare and Mr. Mennen abstained on voting on the regular and executive session minutes of 9/11/07 as they were not in attendance at the meeting.
· Minutes of 09/11/07  

· Executive Session minutes of 09/11/07 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Van Doren and Mr. Mennen were recused from voting on Resolution #154-2007 as it pertains to the Oldwick quarry.

Mr. Tauber moved adoption of Resolution #154-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  .  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Abstain:  Mennen, Van Doren.

RESOLUTION #154-2007

AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR ROAD MATERIALS 

WHEREAS, the following is the listing of the bids received on September 14, 2007 for road materials.

	COMPANY
	ITEM
	PRICE/FOB
	PRICE/DELIVERED

	Stavola Construction
	¾” – 5/8” road stone
	6.50/ton
	9.60/ton

	Stavola Construction
	¾” clean stone
	8.00/ton
	11.10/ton

	Stavola Construction
	1 ½ “ clean stone
	8.00/ton
	11.10/ton

	Stavola Construction
	Stone screenings
	7.35/ton
	10.45/ton

	Stavola Construction
	Bituminous concrete FABC
	40.50/ton
	46.50/ton

	Stavola Construction
	Bituminous concrete MABC
	40.50/ton
	46.50/ton

	Stavola Construction
	Bituminous concrete stabilized base  
	39.50/ton
	45.50/ton

	
	
	
	

	Flemington Bituminous


	Bituminous concrete FABC
	42.40/ton
	50.40/hour

	Flemington Bituminous


	Bituminous concrete MABC
	42.40/ton
	50.40/hour

	Flemington Bituminous


	Bituminous concrete stabilized base  
	41.40/ton
	49.40/ton


WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed the recommendations made by the Township Administrator and Township Superintendent of Public Works on said bids; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined sufficient funds are available.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following contract be awarded based on the recommendation of the Township Administrator and Township Superintendent of Public Works.

	COMPANY
	ITEM
	PRICE/FOB
	PRICE/DELIVERED

	Stavola Construction
	¾” – 5/8” road stone
	6.50/ton
	9.60/ton

	Stavola Construction
	¾” clean stone
	8.00/ton
	11.10/ton

	Stavola Construction
	1 ½ “ clean stone
	8.00/ton
	11.10/ton

	Stavola Construction
	Stone screenings
	7.35/ton
	10.45/ton

	Stavola Construction
	Bituminous concrete FABC
	40.50/ton
	46.50/ton

	Stavola Construction
	Bituminous concrete MABC
	40.50/ton
	46.50/ton

	Stavola Construction
	Bituminous concrete stabilized base  
	39.50/ton
	45.50/ton


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Township Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to execute the contracts for same. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that additional funds up to 20% of the base bid may be used with authorization of the Township Administrator.

_______________

George Tauber
Deputy Mayor
Mr. Mennen questioned the language in Resolution #155-2007 regarding the 20% additional funds provision.

Mr. Landon explained that this is normal language that is included in Resolutions pertaining to award of bids.  The Township Committee requested that a synopsis of costs be submitted at the end of projects. It was noted that this is part of the close out letter as submitted by the Township Engineer.

Mr. DiMare moved adoption of Resolution #155-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #155-2007

AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR BISSELL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, five bids were received on September 20, 2007 for Bissell Road Improvements; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed the recommendations made by the Township Administrator, Township Engineer, Township Purchasing Agent  and Township Superintendent of Public Works on said bids; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined sufficient funds are available.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following contract be awarded based on the recommendation of the Township Administrator, Township Engineer, Township Purchasing Agent and Township Superintendent of Public Works and subject to final approval by the State Department of Transportation.

	COMPANY
	BID PRICES

	Intercounty Paving
	267,481.70

	
	

	TOTAL
	267,481.70


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Township Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to execute the contracts for same. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that additional funds up to 20% of the base bid may be used with authorization of the Township Administrator.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

8.
Work Session Topics
· Five Year Road Plan

Andrew Holt, Township Engineer and Hayden Hull, Superintendent of Public Works were present to outline the Township’s Five Year Road Plan.

Mayor Van Doren stated that the plan was initially developed in 2002 and is reviewed annually.

Mr. Landon distributed two handouts outlining what work has been done and what work will be done moving forward.  The handouts included basic information relative to the miles of road, miles of paved surface and various types of road construction.

Mr. Holt noted that the map is updated annually and a representative from Suburban Consulting Engineers (SCE) drives the roads annually to evaluate projected work and possible drainage issues.  He noted that this is the first attempt at a management plan for Township roads and SCE did not want to deviate in the first phase of the plan.  

General comments were made regarding the various types of roadway resurfacing.
Chip and seal normally lasts 5-7 years and is not considered a structural improvement.
Slurry seal is more of a topcoat to roadways and was recently used on Field Lane.  It was noted that this application is more expensive than chip and seal, should last 7+ years, but should not be used on roads with high traffic.  Mayor Van Doren noted that this type of application was used on County Route 517 and caused several accidents because of the slippery surface it created.

Hot mix asphalt overlay is utilized where a good sub base exists and no drainage issues are present.  Good road crowning and pitch are also needed.  Mr. Holt explained the process of utilizing a milling machine which grinds into the sub-base allowing for regrading and re-contouring of the roadway.  This technique was utilized on Homestead Road and Califon-Cokesbury Road and is holding up well.

Mr. Landon noted that, moving onward, the Township needs to pay attention to shoulder stabilization which will be made part of bid specs.
Mr. Tauber noted that Homestead Road has severe erosion and the edge is undercut badly.

Mr. Holt noted that each road is unique and the work can only be done within the limits of the roadway.  Annual maintenance is paramount and improvements will be done where possible.
Mr. Hull noted that the rural look of Tewksbury’s roads needs to be maintained.  He added that some repair has been done to roads already resurfaced because of damage and/or deterioration.

Mr. Holt noted that the focus on roadwork needs to address drainage issues and not just surface treatment.  He added that road infrastructure is in need of repair and maintenance.  He suggested having a separate contract in 2008 for an engineering firm to deal solely with work related to pipes, grates and catch basin so that this work can be completed in advance of road surfacing.  He added that the work related to infrastructure is too much for the DPW with regard to man hours.

Discussion followed regarding the 3% of roads in the Township that are dirt and the associated upkeep.  Mr. Hull noted that dirt roads require more maintenance than paved roads.

Mr. DiMare suggested that SCE look into engineering standards for maintaining dirt roads.

Dr. Voyce noted that roads that received chip and seal in 2004 are failing.  Mr. Holt explained the reason for the failure, noting that since 2005, all chip and seal roads have been successfully treated.

Discussion followed regarding Mr. Mennen’s question as to the standard amount of time after which roads are chip and sealed that they are swept.  It was stated that it is normally a matter of weeks and the travel on the roadway actually aids in the distribution of the 3/8” aggregate.

Discussion followed regarding the possibility of making Flint Hill Road a private road.
Mr. Holt noted that SCE is working on projects for 2008 and onward and the map is a work in progress.

Vliettown Road is being reviewed as well as Joliet Street and Black River Road.

In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mr. Holt noted that the stormwater drainage component will be included in the 2008 budget.  Known flood points will also be addressed.

Discussion followed regarding Mayor Van Doren’s question as to whether roads could be chip and sealed two times during the year.  

Mr. Landon stated that he and SCE are looking at ways to get away from utilizing chip and seal and work more with slurry seal and overlay treatments. 
In response to a question by Mr. Tauber, Mr. Landon stated that an analysis was done in 2005 regarding the cost difference between utilizing DPW laborers and outside contractors.  The cost was prohibitively higher using outside contractors for the entire road project.

Additional discussion followed regarding stormwater matters and the repair to the nine different types of Belgium block.

Mr. Cassa questioned the amount of funds expended by the municipality versus the State for road work.  The handout distributed by SCE noted that $4,118.030.00 was spent on road projects from 2002-2007:  $330,000.00 was received from the State.

In response to a question by Mr. Barnes, it was stated that there are 85 miles of roadway in the Township; 97% of which are paved.
Mayor Van Doren noted that Potterstown Road is a multi phase project and parts of the roadway are breaking.
Mr. Hull left the meeting at this time.

· TID
Mr. Holt noted that the current Transportation Improvement District (TID) plan was created after the decommissioning of the Transportation Development District (TDD) in 2004.  Mr. Holt explained that the TDD was to serve as a mechanism to create a district and to engage effected properties that were proposing development.  Plans dealt with how to convey traffic, funding and how to get help from local entities for the building.  The TID encompasses improvements from Oldwick to Route 523 in Whitehouse and is now solely the responsibility of Hunterdon County departments.  
Mr. Holt noted that there currently are more than 15 major projects within the TID, and the Route 78 interchange at exit 24 is just one of them.  The proposed traffic light at the 523/517 intersection was discussed and Mr. Holt stated that he has heard that the light is finally designed and about ready for construction to commence:  this will be the first project to advance from the TID.
Discussion followed regarding the County’s projected cost and cost apportionment for the above noted project, noting that the plan is to assign related costs based on traffic volume, referred to as the “trip generation method’.  Because the Township is commencing work on the Bartles property, the Township is expected to contribute to the cost of the traffic signal.

Mr. Holt stated that he needs to be sure that the Township Committee agrees with the estimate of cost provided by the County.  It was further noted that neither the State nor Federal agencies are associated with the TID.

It was added that Hunterdon County is the responsible party for County roads and the question was posed as to why the municipality should be included in paying for an improvement to a county road.  Mr. Holt suggested that supporting data be provided regarding the administration of the program with regard to assigning costs as there currently is not an agreement in place between the Township and the County.

Discussion followed regarding the proposed traffic light.  Mr. Tauber stated that he thought the light was ready to go out to bid.  Mayor Van Doren stated that the Township has not offered the County any funding for the project and work may not commence until spring of 2008 because of possible land condemnation issues.
Mr. Landon noted that the TDD was a much larger plan subject to statutory rules regarding funding.  He noted that Merck paid for various improvements for their property and their portion of the TDD is done and paid for.  It was further added that the Township Toll Brothers’ development will have to contribute something based on calculations.

Mayor Van Doren noted that over $1.8 million may be needed for the proposed 17 improvements within the TID.  He reiterated that the Township has not signed anything, although an agreement was made to do work in conjunction with the development of the Bartles property.  He opined that if the Township has to pay for the light at the 523/517 intersection, they should be able to set the signalization as traffic flow directly affects Oldwick.
Mr. Landon stated that when the TDD was a viable entity there were no Highlands regulations and the zoning was not as it currently is.

Mayor Van Doren stated that the process needs to move along so AM Best can get their certificate of occupancy.  

It was stated that Mr. DiMare, Mayor Van Doren and Mr. Landon should meet with John Glynn to further discuss the matter regarding cost sharing.
Mayor Van Doren stressed that he did not want to see a “major cloverleaf at Route78” adding that the State has no money.

· North Hunterdon Joint Municipal Court
Mr. DiMare made a motion authorizing the sending of a letter to the North Hunterdon Joint

Municipal Court members stating that Tewksbury Township will remain with them and continue

discussion for an interlocal agreement, seconded by Dr. Voyce.

Mr. Tauber noted that the proposal as submitted by Clinton Township were fraught with

questions and the cost savings could not be guaranteed.
Mayor Van Doren explained the workings of the court and which Hunterdon County municipalities may be partnering with Clinton Township.

Mr. Mennen suggested that the above noted motion be amended to include authorizing a letter

to be sent a letter to Clinton Township notifying them that the Township would be remaining with

North Hunterdon Joint Municipal.
A roll call vote was taken and the above noted motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren.  Nays: None.  
9.
Township Committee Comments
Mr. Mennen stated that the intersection of Rockaway Road and Potterstown Road should be studied as there was a recent serious accident perhaps due to sight limitations.
He noted that he and Dr. Voyce attended a recent Parks Committee (PC) meeting and they both felt that the Committee understands their mission and duties moving forward.

Dr. Voyce agreed that the PC meeting was well received, adding that the members of the PC would like a specific Township Committee liaison.  He noted that the recent harvest Festival was well received.
Mayor Van Doren stated that a sign needs to be erected for Sblendorio Way as there was a recent fire and the local fire companies could not find the road.  Mr. Landon stated that he would send a letter to the local fire companies advising them as to the location of the road.

A new Farmland Preservation Plan will have to be adopted by December 15, 2007.  The Township Planner’s services will be utilized.
Monies are still available through the Highlands Council for municipalities.

The proposed Solid Waste Management Plan will be discussed at an upcoming Freeholder meeting.

10.
Executive Session
At  9:45 PM Mr. Mennen moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #156-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel and Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

11.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 10:10 PM.

It was the consensus of the Township Committee to send Rice Notices to the current Township professionals for the upcoming October meetings.

It was agreed that RFP’s be sent out for Township Attorney, Planner and Bond Counsel.

Dr. Voyce made a motion to cancel the 11/13/07 Township Committee meeting and reschedule to 11/8/07, seconded by Mr. DiMare. The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

13.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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