Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission

Meeting Minutes

July 26, 2010

The meeting of the Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was called to order at 7:30 pm in the Mountainville Meeting Hall by Commissioner Clark.  The members of the Commission present were Janet Clark, Rosemary Hartten, Karen Moriarty, Mary Elizabeth Young and Ruth Melchiorre.  Randy Benson, the Secretary, and Dennis Bertland, the Historic Consultant, were also in attendance.  Based on the members present, a quorum was established.  

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

Commissioner Clark read the opening statement that the Commission meeting being held that evening was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, and indicated where notices for that meeting were posted.

Minutes 

The minutes of June 28, 2010 were approved with corrections.  A motion was made by Commissioner Moriarty seconded by Commissioner Young to approve the minutes.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion:  Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty, Commissioner Young and Commissioner Melchiorre.  
Claims
The following claims were submitted for payment:

Dennis Bertland Associates – Invoice #10-70-1.7 for review of applications and attendance at the 6/28/10 Commission meeting.                                                  $180.00

On a motion made by Commissioner Melchiorre seconded by Commissioner Moriarty, the claims were approved as submitted.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion:  Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty, and Commissioner Young.

Resolutions

The Commission considered Resolution 2010-09 for Melick Oldwick Farm LLC.  A motion was made by Commissioner Young, seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the resolution as submitted.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the resolution: Commissioner Clark, and Commissioner Young.

Applications 

Application 10-09  Zion Lutheran Church

                               Block 23, Lot 41 – 56 Old Turnpike Road, Oldwick

Ezio Columbro, the architect for the property owner was present and sworn in.  Mr. Columbro stated that he had appeared before the Commission in May representing the Zion Lutheran Church.  At that time he received approval for a new sign and fencing for the church.  The church would now like to replace the existing sidewalks along the streets at the front and side of the church and also the main sidewalk to the front steps and the sidewalk at the rear of the church.  The sidewalks will be bluestone dry laid on sand.  Dennis Bertland asked about the existing cement that ran up to the side of the building and the possible moisture infiltration.  Mr. Columbro said the cement would all be removed and there would be a planting bed along the side of the building and the sidewalk.  Commissioner Clark asked about the sidewalk on the Church Street side because the sidewalk is elevated from the street level near the rear of the property.   Mr. Columbro said they would have to install some sort of retaining wall there to hold back the soil and the new sidewalk.  The wall would be from zero to sixteen inches as it gradually came out of the hill.  The Commission was concerned there were no drawings provided with the application to show what the wall would look like.  The Commission discussed the proposed wall and whether the application should be voted on before they get any information on the wall.  Mr. Columbro said they had not chosen the exact material but he expected it would be a granite stone or something that will match the bluestone.  Commissioner Clark said he should revise the application and come back at the August meeting.  Mr. Columbro said he would be away on vacation until August 22nd and the meeting would be the next day.  He did not know if he could provide the information by the meeting and the church wanted to start the work in August.  The Commission discussed the possibility of having a site walk for the wall and said that Mr. Columbro will contact the Secretary if he wanted to schedule one.  A motion was made by Commissioner Young, seconded by Commissioner Melchiorre to approve the application for the sidewalk with the conditions that the blue stone will be no smaller then two foot by three foot pieces for the main sidewalks excluding the rear walk.  The new sidewalk will maintain the footprint of the existing sidewalk.  There will be a planting bed along the east side of the church between the church and the new sidewalk.  The curbing will be addressed at a later date.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion with the conditions:  Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty, Commissioner Young and Commissioner Melchiorre.

Correspondence

Public Participation

Miscellaneous

There being no further business to come before the Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Young and seconded by Commissioner Melchiorre to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all of the Commission members present voted in favor of adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Randall Benson 

Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission
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