Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission
Meeting Minutes

                                                        February 23, 2009
The meeting of the Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was called to order at 8:00 pm in the Mountainville Meeting Hall by Secretary Benson.  The members of the Commission present were Janet Clark, Cyril Beveridge, Rosemary Hartten, Michael Scheier, Karen Moriarty and Mary Elizabeth Young.  Randy Benson, the Secretary, and Dennis Bertland, the Historic Consultant, were also in attendance.  Based on the members present, a quorum was established.  
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

Secretary Benson read the opening statement that the Commission meeting being held that evening was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, and indicated where notices for that meeting were posted.
Nomination of Officers



Chairman

Secretary Benson opened the meeting up to nominations for Chairman for 2009.  Commissioner Clark nominated Commissioner Scheier seconded by Commissioner Beveridge.  All members present cast a unanimous vote to elect Commissioner Scheier as the 2009 Historic Preservation Commission Chairman


Vice Chairman

Commissioner Scheier opened the meeting up to nominations for Vice Chairman for 2009.  Commissioner Clark made a motion seconded by Commissioner Moriarty to nominate Commissioner Beveridge as Vice Chairman.  All members present cast a unanimous vote electing Commissioner Beveridge as Vice Chairman for 2009.

Appointments



Secretary

A motion was made by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Beveridge to appoint Randall Benson as Secretary for 2009.  All members present voted in favor of the motion.



Historic Preservation Consultant

A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Beveridge to appoint Dennis Bertland as the Historic Preservation Consultant for 2009.  All members present voted in favor of the motion.
Meeting Dates
The Commission discussed changing the meeting time from 8:00 PM to 7:30 PM.  On a motion by Commissioner Young seconded by Commissioner Clark the change in meeting time was approved.  All six Commissioners voted in favor of the motion.
The Commission considered Resolution 09-01 for the meetings dates for 2009.  On a motion by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Beveridge the resolution was approved.  All six Commissioners voted in favor of the resolution.
Minutes

The minutes of December 22, 2008 were approved with corrections.  On page one in the last paragraph take out the word “John”.  On page one under claims on line seven change the word “was” to the word “were”.  On page three on line three change “Commissioner to “Commissioners”.  A motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the minutes with the corrections.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion:  Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young.  
Claims
Resolutions

The Commission considered Resolution 2008-16 for Wright’s Oldwick LLC.  A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Beveridge to approve the resolution as submitted  The six Commissioners eligible, Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young voted in favor of the resolution.  

Applications

Application 09-01  Zion Lutheran Church
                               Block 42, Lot 1 – 18 Miller Avenue, Oldwick
Jerry Dehkes, the president of the church council, was present and sworn in.  The Zion Lutheran Church wants to replace the existing free standing sign at the Christian Education Building with a new sign.  The style of the sign was shown in a drawing by Pendergast Signs.  The new sign would be placed in the same location as the existing sign.  A motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the application as submitted.
Of the six Commissioners eligible, Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young voted in favor of the application.
Application 09-02  Tewksbury Library Association
                               Block 44, Lot 12 – 31 Main Street, Oldwick
Karen Ross, representing the Friends of the Tewksbury Township Public Library, appeared before the Commission and was sworn in.  Ms. Ross first read a letter from the Friends of Tewksbury explaining who they were and what their goals are and what the need for the manufactured building they were proposing is.  The proposed location of the trailer was shown to be behind the building on the north side of the property approximately ten feet from the property line.  The trailer that was being proposed to be relocated is the trailer that is currently on the Melick apple orchard property.  The proposed use of the trailer is for book and material storage, meetings and to act as a think tank for the Friends of the Library.  The trailer would be painted the same color as the library building.  The trailer is intended to be a temporary structure until funds can be obtained to build a permanent structure.  Commissioner Beveridge stated he was concerned because he did not believe the trailer was in keeping with the character of a Historic District.  Commissioner Beveridge asked if the applicant would be willing to come to the Commission to have the approval renewed every year because he was concerned the trailer may end up being there indefinitely.  Karen Ross said that may be too cumbersome and would the Commission consider having the approval renewed every two years.   The Commission said they would consider two years.  Dennis Bertland stated he did not believe the trailer was in keeping with the character of the Historic District and the outside of the trailer should be painted all one color which would make the trailer not stand out as much as it would with the white shutters and trim.  The applicant stated they would be willing to do that.  The applicant would be either repairing or replacing the fence that is currently on the north side of the property and would help screen the trailer from the property immediately to the north.  They may also put in some plantings to help screen the trailer from the neighbor and the road.  The Commission and the applicant discussed when the two year period would start so the applicant would know when they would have to come back to renew the approval.  After further discussion the applicant agreed to come back to the Commission to renew the approval two years from the date the trailer is put on the property if the application is approved.  Arnold Shapack from the Tewksbury Library Association was present and spoke about the Library’s support of helping the Friends project stating there is a need at least for book storage for all of the books that are received in donations.  Dennis Bertland questioned whether the Friends or Library Association had sought any grants to help with the construction or expansion of the library.  Mr. Shapack stated that the Library Association had applied for funding of some projects but not the specifically for the Friends project.  Dennis Bertland said there may be funds available at the county level and also through the federal government.  The Commission discussed the use of the trailer further and the time requirements for renewing the approval.  A motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the application with the following conditions:
1. The trailer will be painted all one color on the exterior so that it will not stand out.  The 

    paint color will match the library building.

2. The applicant will have to seek a new approval from the Historic Preservation 

    Commission every two years from the date when the trailer is moved to the property.
3. The fence on the north side of the property will be repaired or replaced to help screen 

    the trailer.
Of the six Commissioners present, Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young voted in favor of the application with the conditions.
Correspondence

JCP&L Notice of Appeal Dated January 22, 2009.

The Commission discussed the status of the appeal by JCP&L substation denial by the Land Use Board.  Secretary Benson said the Township Attorney and the Land Use Board Attorney are working on the appeal for the Township.
Public Participation

Miscellaneous 
Dennis Bertland stated that there is possible funding for projects that are in Historic Districts from the County and people like the Friends of the Library should explore these option because they may qualify for funding and then they might be able to building a permanent structure the first time and not have to deal with the issue of moving and setting up the trailer in a new location.  The grants are available and people should at least apply for them.
Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Young to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all of the Commission members present voted in favor of adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Randall Benson 
Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission
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