TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 9, 2010 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular/work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Robert Hoffman Jr. presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Dana Desiderio, Peter Melick, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately twenty members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Hoffman.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
Mayor Hoffman welcomed Committeeman elect Louis DiMare to the meeting.

3.
Public Participation
Bob Simpson presented information regarding parties that have occurred at 23 Guinea Hollow Road.  He stated that he felt that a permit should have been issued for the musical events that have occurred during the summer.  He noted that the individuals who held the events were renters and he felt that the parties have negatively affected the quality of life for the neighbors.
Mayor Hoffman stated that he was aware of the matter and the Committee will look into the matter further.

Kurt Nassau noted that the parties affected 27 resident taxpayers in the Township.  The problems arriving from the parties were noise, illegal parking, selling alcohol without a license and holding a commercial event on a private property.   He opined that the Police did not enforce the parking rules strictly enough.  He questioned why the Township officials did not know of the activity from Police reports.

George Cassa agreed that the parking was a serious and dangerous problem. He added that the event had a stage, lights and amplification. In response to a question from Mr. Cassa, Mayor Hoffman noted that a zoning violation was issued and the property owner was notified.

Mr. Selvaggi noted that the number of unrelated people living in one home cannot be limited under the Fair Housing Laws.  

Mr. Simpson started that he would like the Committee to look into the language of the Special Musical Events Ordinance regarding ownership of the property.
Richard Antonacci stated that it was “ridiculous how long it took the matter to get to this point”.  He stated that he did not think the Committee worked diligently enough to solve the problem on the property.  He stated his disappointment with the process to bring this matter to the attention of the Committee.

Linda Curcio stated that the latest party was the worst in recent years, adding that such events occurred with other tenants of the property.  She added that her residence is affected the most by the parties.

Mr. Nassau noted that there was only one portable toilet to service over 200 individuals.

Michael Bessasparis questioned the status of the Towing Ordinance and application as submitted by Somerset Hills Towing. It was noted that the Chief of Police needs to make additional changes to the Ordinance prior to its introduction.  

Mr. Bessasparis noted that an application was submitted to the Township in June of 2010 and wished to know the status of the application.
Discussion followed regarding when to introduce an Ordinance for adoption. 
4. 
Actions to be taken
· Easement Access Discussion
Erik Peterson representing the Steinbergs was present to discuss the property located in Mountainville.  The Steinbergs purchased five lots of the former Kerr property in Mountainville with access off of Main Street and are under contract to purchase a sixth lot.  The access to the properties is over a County owned bridge over the stream.  It was noted that the bridge is in bad condition and the County has contacted the Steinbergs regarding the possible removal of the bridge as it would be cost prohibitive to repair.  

 Ms. Desiderio was recused from the following discussion.

Mr. Peterson noted that the discussion regarding the property has been ongoing for 40+ years with regard to road abandonment from Main Street to Ridge Road.  Additional information was given regarding the development on Rock Glen Way, the easement leading to and access to the Steinberg properties.  Mr. Peterson noted that the local fire departments did not feel that the existing bridge could support the weight of their vehicles and were unable to reach the Steinberg home during a recent incident.  

In response to a question by Mr. Van Doren, Richard Steinberg stated that they have no immediate plans to do anything on the lots.  He surmised that they may build one other house on the lots for his family, but would like options for the future. 
Mr. Peterson explained that the easement would have to service the lots and the house, and would need to be reasonable for all parties.  This will all have to be coordinated with the Highlands Council. Further comments were made regarding the positive aspects for removal of the bridge.  Mr. Peterson reiterated that the County wishes to remove the bridge as the cost for repair and maintenance would be prohibitive.

In response to a question from Dr. Voyce, Mr. Peterson stated that Old Mountain Road could be abandoned as the two lots that use it also have access off of Sawmill Road.

In response to a question from Mr. DiMare, Mr. Peterson explained that there is not a recorded easement as the easement was created by map.  It was noted that the bridge is owned by two different owners and ends on the Steinberg property.
Lauren Steinberg noted that the property owners knew of the easement when they purchased their properties.

In response to a question by Mr. Melick, Mr. Selvaggi explained the process of vacating a roadway and the conveyance of an easement to a property owner.
Further discussion followed regarding the width of the easement, the possibility of merging lots and the ownership of the Steinberg lots.

Mr. Peterson suggested that a subcommittee be formed to further discuss the matter and work out the details.
Further discussion followed regarding the history of the creation of the easement/bridle path from Rocky Glen Way.  It was noted that if the bridge is abandoned and the easement is amended, a public hearing will have to be held, but affected property owners will not have to individually be noticed. 
Bob Flowers noted that the bridge is located on his property and the Devlin’s property.  
Mr. Peterson reiterated that two members of the Committee, he and a County representative should meet to further discuss the matter. Further comments were made regarding the existing easement.

Mr. Selvaggi stated that the matter should be further researched and an opinion should be received from a title company.

Mr. Van Doren stated that it needs to be clear how the property will be developed in the future. He added that the County has the obligation to repair and maintain the bridge and has put off this work for many years.    

Mr. Melick stated his concern with the number of lots and how they will be configured.  He added that research has to be done through a title company.

Mr. Peterson noted that a full discussion of the issue will have to include the Highlands Council.

It was suggested that the matter be further discussed at the 11/23/10 meeting.  
Bob O’Gara stated that he is concerned that the environment will become degraded adding that he does not wish to see additional traffic on Rocky Glen Way.  He added his concern with the plans for possible development of the properties.

Mrs. Steinberg noted that the easement will essentially be a driveway to their property and Rocky Glen Way will remain a cul-de-sac.
Steve Lepari questioned why the road could not be developed from Ridge Road to the water thus avoiding any problem with the existing easement.  He opined that major earth work would be needed in order to open the easement for access to the Steinberg properties.  
Mr. Flowers stated that the bridge is solely the County’s responsibility and they should repair it at their cost.

Further discussion followed regarding the matter of landlocked parcels, the language and use of the easement, the condition of the bridge and the need to further address the issue at the upcoming meeting.
Additional comments were made by Mr. Peterson regarding the possible development of the property and the reduction of buildable lots.  He opined that this scenario would be beneficial to the entire Township. 

Ms. Desiderio returned to the meeting at this time.

· Ordinance Introduction
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #08-2010, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing will be held on 12/14/10 at 7:30 PM.

ORDINANCE NO. 08-2010

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSKBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,

TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT ARTICLE VII, SECTION 726A.10 OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE(2000) PERTAINING TO ADDITIONAL ACCESSORY USES WITHIN A RESIDENTIAL ZONE
# # # 
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #09-2010, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing will be held on 12/14/10 at 7:30 PM.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-2010

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSKBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,

TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT ARTICLE III, SECTION 301 OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000) PERTAINING TO DEFINTION OF “ACCESSORY BUILDING, STRUCTURE OR USE” AND “PERSONAL PRIVATE RECREATIONAL FACILITY OR ATHLETIC FACILITY OR ACTIVITY”
# # # 
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #10-2010, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing will be held on 12/14/10 at 7:30 PM.

ORDINANCE NO. 10-2010

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT ARTICLE IV, SECTION 411.C.2 AND ARTICLE IV, SECTION 411.C.3 OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000) PERTAINING TO “PUBLIC NOTICE OF A HEARING” IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH ADDITIONAL NOTICE REQUIREMENTS WHEN NOTICE IS SERVED BY PERSONAL SERVICE
# # #
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #11-2010, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing will be held on 12/14/10 at 7:30 PM.

ORDINANCE NO. 11-2010

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,

TO AMEND REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT ARTICLE VII OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000) TO ESTABLISH SETBACK REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN ACCESSORY USES

# # #

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-2010, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. 
In response to a question by Mr. Van Doren, Mr. Selvaggi stated that the Ordinance may have to be changed at a later date.  COAH has advised the Township that this Ordinance should be adopted at this point in time.

The above noted motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing will be held on 12/14/10 at 7:30 PM.

ORDINANCE NO. 12-2010

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING ARTICLE XII AFFORDABLE HOUSING CONCERNING THE ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEES PURSUANT TO NEW JERSEY COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING (COAH) REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE COLLECTION OF DEVELOPMENT FEES 

# # #

· Consent Agenda


Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #96-2010

TO CANCEL STALE DATED CHECKS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to cancel the following stale dated checks.

	  Check #
	Payee
	Amount

	6797
	Courter, Cohen & Kobert
	    56.00 

	7680
	LESCO
	    37.44 

	7643
	LESCO
	149.89

	8292
	Institute of Professional Development
	99.00

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	  342.33 


_____________________

Robert M. Hoffman, Jr.

Mayor

RESOLUTION #97-2010

BANKING OF ALLOCATED FUNDS FROM HUNTERDON COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010

WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon has established the Hunterdon County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund and has made municipal grant funding available to each municipality; and

WHEREAS, the funds available to the Township of Tewksbury for Fiscal year 2010 are $84,981.72.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury that the County of Hunterdon is requested to reserve and bank the allotment for Fiscal Year 2010.
_____________________

Robert M. Hoffman, Jr.

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Correspondence List

· Regular and Executive Session minutes of 10/12/10 

Discussion followed regarding item ‘J’ on the correspondence list.

Mr. Melick made a motion to approve the purchase of a plaque for the item that was stolen from the Violet Rose Burrell Park on Sawmill Road, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

5.
Reports

· Township Committee Sub Committees & Township Committee Comments 
Mr. Van Doren noted that the finance subcommittee has a meeting scheduled for 11/10/10 to discuss the 2011 budget.  The 2011 budget will essentially be unchanged from 2010. 

Ms. Desiderio noted that the Land Use Board (LUB) is discussing the reexamination of the Master Plan. The Johnson application will be discussed at the LUB meeting on 11/17/10.

The HC Planning Board is hosting a 12/02/10 breakfast talk.

The HCPB is looking for nominations for Planning Awards for buildings in the County.  

Dr. Voyce questioned if an additional member was being considered for appointment to the Equestrian Committee.

Mayor Hoffman stated that the new Township Committee should look at appointments to Township boards, committees and commissions.

Mr. Landon noted information submitted by the Tewksbury Athletic Association (TAA) to construct a brick patio in front of the snack shed.  Discussion followed regarding the storage shed, and it was the consensus of the Committee that that there was to be no electricity to the shed,  no lights in the shed and no cooking in the shed as it was for storage only.

Mr. Melick made a motion to allow the TAA to install a brick patio in front of the snack shack located at the playing fields in Oldwick, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Per an e-mail message from Brett Lewis, President of the TAA, it was noted that the TAA will be solely responsible for the construction of the patio and the donated brick pavers will required no maintenance by the DPW after their installation.

Mayor Hoffman questioned the recent status of the auctioned filing cabinets.

Further discussion followed regarding the Towing Ordinance and to follow up with the Chief regarding the application.

Mayor Hoffman stated that he had a problem with the Firefighter 1 training and suggested speaking with the legislators regarding the amount of time needed to complete the course.

Mr. Landon noted that the Fire Marshal is drafting a letter regarding this issue.

· Township Attorney
Mr. Selvaggi noted that he is waiting on the Appellate Division regarding the JCP&L matter.

Mr. Van Doren questioned a letter from the Board of Chosen Freeholders regarding the park and ride lot.  It was noted that the property is owned and maintained by the Department of Transportation (DOT) and if the Freeholders wish to discuss the matter further, the DOT should be contacted.  

Mr. Van  Doren stated that he would draft a letter to the Freeholders stating that the question be posed directly to the DOT. 
6.
Executive Session

At  9:40 PM Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Melick.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

.  

RESOLUTION #98-2010
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Contract Negotiations, Personnel and Litigation.
It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Robert M. Hoffman, Jr.

Mayor

7.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 10:30 PM.

Mayor Hoffman noted letters he has received from residents in Pottersville regarding power outages.  It was determined that the outages are actually in Bedminster Township.

Further discussion followed regarding the correspondence and it was stated that the list of concerns be sent directly to the BPU for their information.

8.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:34 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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