TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 11, 2007 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Shaun Van Doren presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members George Tauber and William Voyce.

Louis DiMare and William Mennen were not in attendance.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Judith Kopen, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately four members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Van Doren.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:00 PM Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.  

RESOLUTION #147-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Land Acquisition, Advice of Attorney and Pending Litigation.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Moment of Silence

Mayor Van Doren requested a moment of silence for the lives lost in the September 11, 2001 terror attack.  Peter West, resident of Pottersville and Mark Ludvigsen a former Township resident were noted.
6.
Correspondence

The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.
Item “kk” was discussed regarding vandalism and landscaping issues at a cell

tower maintenance building on Fox Hill Road.

Mayor Van Doren requested that a Resolution be prepared for the 09/25/07 meeting as outlined in item “jjj” from the “Keep It Green Foundation.” 
7.
Public Participation

George Cassa noted that the Department of Fish and Wildlife recently electro- shocked the tributary to the Rockaway Creek along Boulder Hill Road and the results were favorable regarding the wild trout population.  He also noted that Boulder Hill Road appears to recently have been treated with some sort of oil and, he opined, this is precisely the wrong location for this type of treatment.  In closing, Mr. Cassa noted an operation on Boulder Hill Road that may have some outstanding DEP violations.

In response to Mr. Cassa’s concerns, Mayor Van Doren stated that Township departments are aware of the property located on Boulder Hill Road and the Zoning Officer has issued a notice of violation in August.  Additionally, Mayor Van Doren noted that a citizen has the right to contact the County Agriculture Development Board (CADB) to complain of violations.  Mr. Cassa questioned if the Township could contact the CADB regarding the property in question.

Mr. Landon noted that calcium chloride is applied to dirt roads in liquid form to control dust.

David Barnes questioned why the Parks Committee would have to approve Park Use Applications (PUA) for use of non-Township facilities.  Mr. Landon noted that the Parks Committee is copied on all PUA’s in order to “keep them in the loop” regarding activities in the Township.  Mayor Van Doren noted that the Christie Hoffman athletic field will not be used for games until spring of 2008.  Discussion followed regarding the need to have a report regarding the number of Township youth who actively participate in Tewksbury Athletic Association activities.

Additional comments were made regarding the recent discover of a lime kiln on the former Vernon property and the need to have a mechanism in place to protect historic structures.  He noted that the lime kiln would have been demolished without the hard work of interested citizens.  Additional discussion followed regarding the future work to preserve the kiln. 
8.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Public Hearing
Mr. Tauber made a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #14-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.  

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 8/23/07 Hunterdon County Democrat and a letter from the Land Use Board noting their review of the Ordinance and finding it not inconsistent with the Master Plan.
There being no comments from the public, Mr. Tauber made a motion to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #14-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.  
Mr. Tauber made a motion to adopt Ordinance #14-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.  
ORDINANCE NO. 14 -2007

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE WHOSE SHORT TITLE IS “TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000)”


BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that an Ordinance of this Township whose short title is “Tewksbury Township Development Regulations Ordinance (2000)” be and the same is hereby amended as follows:

Section 719, “Fences and Walls” of the DRO is amended by adding new subparagraphs A(6) and A(7) to read as follows:

Section 719A(6).  A permit shall be obtained from the Tewksbury Township Zoning Officer for the installation or replacement of all fences prior to the performance of any installation or replacement of any such fence.

Section 719A(7).  Height of fences shall be measured from the finished grade of the property to the top of fence.  No berms or mounding techniques shall be used in calculating fence height.

Section 905B, “Permits” of the DRO is amended by adding the phrase “or accessory use” immediately after the existing phrase “prior to any change in the use” in the first line of Section 905B.

If any part or parts of this Ordinance are for any reason held to be invalid, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are repealed, but only to the extent of such inconsistency.  All other parts of the Tewksbury Township Development Regulations Ordinance (2000) not inconsistent herewith are ratified and confirmed.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by said Township Committee that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication following final passage, according to law.

_________________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

· Consent Agenda


Mayor Van Doren questioned if VIN numbers need to be included on the listing of items to be auctioned.  Mrs. Kopen will review the statute.

He additionally noted that two mortgages are being discharged and the Consent Agenda language should note this.

Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes: Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.  

RESOLUTION #148-2007

TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A DONATION TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, a donation of $500.00 was made to the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury by the Isabel & David Mahalick Foundation, Inc. in a check dated 06/22/07.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that this donation has been acknowledged and deposited in the appropriate account of the Township of Tewksbury. 

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #149-2007
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF MUNICIPAL PERSONAL PROPERTY
WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury has determined that certain personal property as described on the attached schedule is no longer needed for public purposes; and
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-36 requires that all such personal property be sold at public sale to the highest bidder.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The attached schedule of Township property is hereby declared to be surplus, no longer needed for public purposes; and

2. The Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to advertise a public sale of said personal property to be held on Friday, September 28, 2007 commencing at 1:00 PM prevailing time, said sale to be held at the Police/Administration Building, 169 Old Turnpike Road, Califon, NJ.

3. The Township reserves the right to reject any and all bids if it determines such rejection to be in the public interest.

4. Said sale shall be in the manner of a public auction in accordance, with procedures to be announced, and, upon close of bidding, the highest bidder as designated by the Auctioneer shall submit the full bid price in cash or certified check. 
5. The articles are available for public inspection from 12:00 – 1:00 PM on Friday, September 28, 2007 at the Police/Administration Building, 169 Old Turnpike Road, Califon, NJ.

Sale of Municipal Assets

1. six (6) Pentium CPU 

2. Dell 15” monitor

3. Planar 15” flat panel monitor

4. six (6) keyboards

5. six (6) computer mice

6. Iomega external CD –RW

7. Belkin UPS

8. Office chair

9. 1995 Ford Bronco

10. 1997 Ford Crown Victoria 

11. 1986 Chevy 

12. 1972 GMC pick up truck

13. 1969 Trailer INT 96669

14. chairs

15. two (2) wooden tables

16. weight lifting equipment

17. Hewlett Packard Design Jet 350C color plotter

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #150-2007

TO CANCEL PAYABLE

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following cancellation.

Local School District Taxes Payable


$134,277.86 
___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

                                                  RESOLUTION #151-2007

TO CANCEL STALE DATED CHECKS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to cancel the following stale dated checks.

  

Ck#        
Date              

 Amount
Payee

1107

11/31/06

$85.00

Country Flowers

1508

7/28/06

$150.00
Wells Fargo

1897

10/14/06

$63.50

Opdykes

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Minutes of 08/14/07  

· Executive Session minutes of 08/14/07 
· Authorization to have Mayor sign discharge of mortgages  (Sherlock B 27 L 145.03)

Mayor Van Doren noted that he should not have voted on Resolution #125-2007 as one of the individuals noted in the Resolution is his families’ attorney.

9.
Reports

Township Committee Sub Committee

Public Safety

Dr. Voyce noted that information has been received regarding funding for emergency services for inoculation against Hepatitis.  It was noted that this has been applied for and received, and will continue in the future.

He additionally noted that NIMS requirements are being met by appropriate personnel. 
Finance

Mayor Van Doren noted that Califon Fire Company has asked for assistance with the purchase of new radios.  Discussion followed regarding the ability to assist Califon with approximately half of the amount of $11,000.00.  

Additional discussion followed regarding a request from Chief O’Dell for a heavy duty 4 wheel drive vehicle for the cost of $27, 810.00 utilizing Homeland Security funds.  
Mayor Van Doren noted that there are three different letterings on Police vehicles and he would like to see the same lettering on all vehicles as well as having the Township seal on the OEM vehicle.  
Mr. Tauber made a motion authorizing the purchase of a 4 wheel drive vehicle for the Police department as outlined in a memo from Chief O’Dell dated 8/16/07 utilizing $20,000.00 from OEM/Homeland Security funds and $7,000.00 from the Police operating budget, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes: Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.  

Additional discussion followed regarding the use of current and future Homeland Security funds.

Mr. Tauber made a motion to approve the cost sharing request from the Califon Fire Company for radio purchase for the cost of $5,600.00, seconded by Dr. Voyce.   A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes: Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.  

Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted the following items from his report. 

· A structural engineer will be contacted regarding the barn at the Christie Hoffman Farm.  

· Chief O’Dell has requested an additional officer.  Supplemental information has been requested from the Chief regarding this matter.
· The current cost share pro forma for COAH has been submitted to the Clerk prior to entering into third round negotiations.

· Discussion is ongoing with Clinton Township regarding the Municipal Court.
Mayor Van Doren explained the current situation with the North Hunterdon Municipal Court and the fact that a new agreement is currently being negotiated.

· Discussion followed regarding the County Solid Waste Plan that was submitted to the Freeholders.  Mrs. Kopen will send a letter to the Freeholders regarding the Township ‘s concerns with the submitted plan.

· The number of signs in Mountainville was noted.

· The chip and seal project is completed.

· It was noted that articles with Freon will be accepted at a cost of $7.00 per item at the upcoming 10/6/07 Clean Up Day.  Electronics and batteries will also be accepted for recycling.
· Mayor Van Doren requested that the Engineer look at the piping from the new Oldwick Fire House to the holding tank as he has heard that it is cracked.

10.
Township Committee Comments

Dr. Voyce noted that the Trail Pace was held on 9/9/07 under perfect skies, but the weather for the upcoming Harvest Festival scheduled for 9/15/07 is questionable.

Mr. Tauber noted that a case of neurological equine infection was reported from a farm in Lebanon Township.

He noted the growing number of fatalities occurring on Route 78.

Mayor Van Doren noted that all 2006 minutes are now posted on the Township website.  Comment was made regarding the Construction Official’s report and the number of certificates of occupancy and building permits issued.

He noted that he and Mr. Mennen will be reviewing a Readington Township Ordinance regarding cell tower location, adding that the Township Ordinance may be amended to include some of the points of the Readington Ordinance. 
11.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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