TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
FEBRUARY 12, 2007
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Chairman, Miriam Murphy, Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie, and Wilma Frey (arrived at 7:40 p.m.), 
Absent were:
Letitia Clark, Mary Ace, Dr. Bernard Robins (Alt. #1) and Tom Schroth (Alt. #2). 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 24, 2007.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.
MINUTES

Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the December 11, 2006 minutes to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Commission for a motion in which Ms. Murphy made a motion to approve the minutes of December 11, 2006 as amended and Mr. Mackie seconded that motion.  All were in favor.    
CLAIMS

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the following claims to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Commission in which Mr. Colitti made a motion to approve the claims and Mr. Mackie seconded that motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:
1. ANJEC Membership Dues (310.00)

2. South Branch Watershed Association Membership Dues ($150.00)

Roll Call Vote

Those in Favor:
Ms. Murphy, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Colitti, Ms. Frey and Chairman Teasdale. 

Those Opposed:
None
CORRESPONDENCE

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the correspondence to which the response was negative.  Chairman Teasdale referred to correspondence item #2 and suggested that they pursue the grant and recommended that the grant be used to remove invasive species from one of the Township owned lands, i.e. Pascale Farm Park.  Ms. Murphy suggested partnering with the Parks Committee.  Chairman Teasdale stated that the deadline for the grant was March 1st.  Ms. Murphy stated that Parks meets during the week and she would forward the information to Mr. Barnes for his review.  Ms. Frey suggested replacing invasive species on Township owned properties with native plantings.     
1) A letter dated January 15, 2007 from ANJEC regarding Smart Growth Planning Assistance grants.

2) A letter from the Garden Club of Somerset Hills regarding grant applications.

3) A letter dated January 24, 2007 from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District regarding Block 4, Lot 7.

RESOLUTION

· Resolution No. 07-01 – Annual Meeting Dates
Chairman Teasdale announced Resolution No. 07-01, Annual Meeting Dates for the Environmental Commission.  He asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Commission for a motion in which Ms. Murphy made a motion to approve Resolution No. 07-01 and Mr. Mackie seconded that motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote: 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

RESOLUTION NO. 07-01


WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, requires that certain notices of meetings be submitted to the press and other interested persons.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Environmental Commission of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The schedule of regular meetings of the Environmental Commission for 2007 is hereby approved.

2. The Land Use Administrator is designated as the person responsible for the 

distribution of the following list of regular meetings and those other than regular meetings to those persons and newspapers that request same.

January 8


July 9





February 12


August 13





March 12


September 10





April 9



October 15




May 14


November 12





June 11


December 10

3. The Land Use Administrator is also designated as the person responsible for

posting the list of regular meetings and notice of any other meetings on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and filing same in the Municipal Office.

4. The Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat are hereby

designated to receive all notices of meetings as required under this Act, as it is determined that these are newspapers which would fulfill the requirements of the Act.

5. Requests for notice made by interested persons and news media shall be

granted without cost.

6. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

ROLL CALL VOTE

Those in Favor:
Ms. Murphy, Ms. Frey, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Colitti and Chairman Teasdale.

Those Opposed:
None


The foregoing is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Environmental Commission of the Township of Tewksbury at its meeting on the 12th day of February, 2007 as copied from the minutes of said meeting.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Discussion with the Township Committee regarding Executive Sessions
Chairman Teasdale stated that he appeared before the Township Committee in order to discuss executive sessions and when the Commission can appropriately enter into an executive session.  He explained that the Commission is allowed to enter into executive session to discuss purchase of land and financial issues related to same, vendor negotiations, i.e. price of bidder, etc. and personnel matters that directly relate to the Commission.  Mr. Mackie clarified that executive sessions should not be used to hold conversations off the record because all discussions have minutes which would be released to which Chairman Teasdale responded in the positive.   

· Environmental Resources Inventory
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI).  He stated that the Township has agreed that funding for the ERI will not be contingent upon the ANJEC grant being awarded; however, the Commission was still going to pursue the grant monies.  Ms. Frey stated that in order to be in compliance with the Highlands Master Plan an ERI must be done.  She then suggested that the Commission pull data for the ERI which is already available, i.e. Highlands information, mapping, etc.  Chairman Teasdale stated that the ERI would be a compilation of existing data as they would not be pursuing the herpetology study as they did previously.  Ms. Murphy recommended that the stream corridors be included in the ERI.  Chairman Teasdale explained that the proposal is due to ANJEC March 30th.   He further explained that the Commission would send out bids to consultants in order to determine who will draft the ERI.  He suggested that the ERI parameters be scaled back and that he create a draft outlining the information to be detailed in the ERI which will be forwarded to the consultants to which the Commission agreed.  Chairman Teasdale stated he would work on a draft and send it via e-mail to the Commission members for comments.   
· Drafting of a letter to the County pertaining to solid waste recycling
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding drafting of a letter to the County pertaining to solid waste recycling.  He explained that when he recently went to the landfill to recycle garbage he was disappointed that the recycling was all thrown into the same landfill, i.e. wood, computers, etc. as opposed to being separated.  He further explained that he wrote a letter to Mr. Johnson to ask about the policy of the disposing of items at the landfill to which he received no response.  He recommended that the Commission draft a letter requesting same in hopes of garnering a response to which the Commission agreed.  Ms. Frey made a motion to approve the drafting of a letter requesting an outline of the policy and procedure of the landfill and Mr. Colitti seconded that motion.  All were in favor.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would draft the letter and forward it to Ms. Beeh for her to send to the appropriate parties.
· Arbor Day
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding Arbor Day.  Ms. Murphy stated that the Forestry Advisory Board was undertaking responsibility for planning the Arbor Day Celebration, however, would welcome input/suggestions from the Environmental Commission.  She further stated that Arbor Day will be celebrated on Friday, April 27, 2007.  She noted that there would be a program to be held at the school as well as tree plantings in multiple locations (Township owned lands).  Chairman Teasdale recommended planting trees in the exclosure area located at Tewksbury Township Elementary School to which Ms. Murphy responded that she would inquire about it.  Ms. Frey suggested that part of the Arbor Day Celebration entail education on invasive species and native plantings.
· South Branch Watershed Association Community Well Testing Program
Chairman announced the discussion regarding the South Branch Watershed Association Community Well Testing Program.  He stated that the Commission needed to pick dates for the well testing and suggested that they target the Oldwick area in an effort to produce a baseline study.  He further stated that they could encourage residents to share their data.  Ms. Murphy stated that an article with the well testing details will be submitted to the Times of Tewksbury, included in the Township Newsletter and sent as press releases to the local papers as well as posted on the Township website.  She stated that the kits would be sold starting the end of March and suggested drop off dates of May 14th and 16th to which the Commission agreed.  She noted that they would need volunteers to pick up the test kits as well as collect the kits on the two dates in May to which Mr. Mackie responded that he would volunteer his time.  

· Update on the Water Authority’s offer to review Township ordinances and Master Plan with respect to watershed protection. 
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding an update on the Water Authority’s offer to review Township ordinances and Master Plan with respect to watershed protection.  He stated that the Township Committee was meeting with Mr. O’Neil on February 27th in order to go over the specifics.  He further stated that he spoke with Lebanon who used pursued the offer from the water authority and that they were happy with the results.
LAND USE BOARD MATTERS

· Update on Land Use Board matters

Mr. Mackie stated that the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment have been combined to form the new Land Use Board.  He further stated that they met on February 7th and at that meeting Mr. Bernstein gave a presentation regarding the roles of a Land Use Board specifically covering site plans, subdivisions and variances.  He also stated that the Township adopted an ordinance which enacted grandfathering provisions for lots in the Township less than 3 acres in size.  Ms. Beeh noted that the Crossroads @ Oldwick Homeowners Association was scheduled to appear before the Board on February 21st to request a modification to the condition of approval for the Toll Bros. approving resolution.  

ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Mr. Mackie at 10:00 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Beeh 
