
Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission
Meeting Minutes

                                                        February 26, 2007
The meeting of the Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was called to order at 8:00 pm in the Mountainville Meeting Hall by Chairwoman O’Connor.  The members of the Commission present were Janet Clark, Cyril Beveridge, Serena O’Connor Rosemary Hartten, Karen Moriarty and Mary Elizabeth Young.  Randy Benson, the Secretary and Dennis Bertland, the Historic Consultant, were also in attendance.  Based on the members present, a quorum was established.  
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

Chairwoman O’Connor read the opening statement that the Commission meeting being held that evening was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, and indicated where notices for that meeting were posted.
Minutes

The minutes of January 22, 2007 were approved with the following corrections.  On page 3 on the third line the word “question” should be “questioned.  On line 5 the words “floor to ceiling” should be added “7 feet 6 inches”.  On line 6 of Application 07-03 the word “where” should be removed after “truck” and a new sentence should be started at “Behind”.  A motion was made by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Beveridge to approve the minutes with corrections.  Commissioner O’Connor, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young voted in favor of the motion. 
The minutes of February 1, 2007 were approved with a correction on number 4 of the comments to change the word” remain to “remaining”.  A motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge and seconded by Commissioner O’Connor to approve the minutes with the corrections.  Commissioner Beveridge and Commissioner O’Connor voted in favor of the motion
Claims
Correspondence

Public Participation
Resolutions

The Commission considered Resolution 2007-02 for 5 Fairmount LLC.  A motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the resolution as submitted.  The six Commissioners eligible, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner O’Connor, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Hartten Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young, voted in favor of the resolution.
The Commission considered Resolution 2007-03 for Tewksbury Township.  A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Beveridge to approve the resolution as submitted.  The six Commissioners eligible, Commissioner O’Connor, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young, voted in favor of the resolution. 

Applications

Application 07-05  Nicholas and Elizabeth Devlin 

                               Block 12, Lot 23 – 323 Main Street, Mountainville
Nicholas Devlin, the owner, was present and sworn in.  Mr. Devlin would like to remove the side door facing the street on the house and replace the door with a window and also put a new window on the north side of the ell on the house.  Each window will be double hung with 6 over 6 panes.  The window on the road side of the ell will be replaced with a six pane window.  The applicant also proposed to install a new door on the rear of the house in place of an existing window.  The new door would be a 9 lite two panel door.  The next approval the applicant was seeking was to install a split rail fence along the front of the portion of property that was on the curve of the east side of the road.  The fence would be about four feet tall with two rails and each section would be approximately eight feet long.  The last item the applicant discussed was the well in front of the house.  The well is not currently functioning but the applicant wanted to install a pump on the top for more of a decorative feature.  After some discussion Dennis Bertland stated that a hand pump would be appropriate for the property.  A motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the application as submitted.  
Those who were in favor:  Commissioner O’Connor, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young.

Application 07-04  Mary Grace and Douglas Benson

                               Block 42, Lot 14 - 14 Main Street, Oldwick
The applicant was not at the meeting so the application was not heard.

Miscellaneous 
Commissioner Beveridge brought up the issue of solar panels on roofs in Historic Districts.  Commissioner Beveridge submitted an article about a property owner in Franklin Township who had installed solar panels on the roof of his home and the homeowner’s association of the development where his property was located ordered them removed.  The owner eventually won in court the right to keep them.  With solar energy becoming more popular as a alternative energy use Commissioner Beveridge stated the Historic Preservation Commission should make a policy decision on whether to permit solar panels in historic districts.  The Commission agreed and requested Dennis Bertland to investigate the use of solar panels in historic districts and if there are any rules governing them.
Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge and seconded by Commissioner Clark to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all of the Commission members present voted in favor of adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Randall Benson 
Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission
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