TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
October 20, 2008

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Greg Storms, Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie, Tom Schroth and Teddy Murphy. 

Absent: 
Laurence Malloy, Mary Ace and Mary Elizabeth Warner.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2008.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the session

MINUTES
· June 9th (previously tabled)
Mr. Schroth made a motion to accept the June 9, 2008 minutes, seconded by Mr. Mackie.  All were in favor.

· July 14th (previously tabled)
Mrs. Murphy made a motion to accept the July 14, 2008 minutes with a minor correction to page 3 (Dee should be changed to Ms. Ely of the SBWA), seconded by Mr. Mackie.  All were in favor.

· September 8th
Mr. Colitti made a motion to accept the September 8, 2008 minutes with a correction to page 3 (correct spelling of Somerville), seconded by Mr. Schroth.  All were in favor.  Mrs. Murphy abstained.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
· Update on the ERI – partial review of the ERI by C. Teasdale

Mr. Teasdale noted that he intended to give a presentation of the draft ERI mapping however the presentation and discussion will need to be postponed until the next meeting.  
· Report on Arbor Day 2009 by M. Murphy

Mrs. Murphy noted that the representative from the State, Mike D'Errico is attending the next Township Committee meeting to make a formal statement that Tewksbury Township is the host municipality for Arbor Day 2009.  She added that Mr. D’Errico plans on bringing volunteers to plant trees and that the State will provide any type of tree the Township requests.  Mrs. Murphy explained that originally the event was scheduled for the Christie Hoffman Farm Park but she has decided to have it at the Oldwick Fields.  The Oldwick Fields originally posed a problem because the Superintendent of Public Works was concerned about the leaves, requiring raking and composting which would require a special compost permit.  However, it is believed that the wind will blow the leaves away so trees will be planted along the edge of the Oldwick fields.  Having Arbor Day at the Oldwick Fields with lunch to be held at the Oldwick Firehouse will logistically be simpler than having the event at Christie Hoffman Park.  Mrs. Murphy went on to explain that the Parks Committee would like trees planted at Christie Hoffman Farm Park (apple trees as well as replacements trees for the line of trees along County Route 512), Fairmount North and the Oldwick Fields.  Mrs. Murphy expressed her desire to have trees planted near the UCP housing however she was told that trees could not be planted there because of the area being wetlands.  She explained that the Township is in a standoff with the developer and that work is on hold.  Mr. Schroth asked if the original plans and approvals stipulated screening between the County road and the UCP housing.  Mrs. Murphy explained that Mr. Landon has indicated that a landscape plan is in the works but nothing will be done until the developer remedies the issues.  Mr. Teasdale noted that he sat on the Planning Board when the plans for the UCP housing were shown to the Board for a courtesy review only; the Planning Board had no authority because it was a Township project.  Mr. Schroth opined that it was worth discussion the planting with the Township Committee.  Mrs. Murphy noted that Mr. Landon is adamant about no planting in the area.  Mrs. Murphy noted that she has provided Ms. Goodchild with photographs of the Frelinghuysen detention basin plantings as well as pictures from her own bog garden but the feelings being communicated are that there is to be no planting in the wetland areas.  Mrs. Murphy indicated that she’s being told that nothing can be done until the pipes for the sewer system are fixed.  She also noted that the Parks Committee would like to do some plantings at the Pascale property but the Township Committee has not appointed the members of the Pascale Committee yet.  She went on to say that she is going to write a letter to the Township Committee indicating that it is not fair that the Parks Committee has to sit on their hands.  Mr. Teasdale suggested picking the least controversial, least problematic place to plant the trees, not withstanding the need to fix-up the UCP housing.   Mr. Storms noted that thought should be given to the maintenance of the trees planted; the Oldwick fields do not have a water source.  Mrs. Murphy suggested an Adopt A Tree Program for those areas that don’t have a water source.  Mr. Teasdale opined that it would be about a 2 to 3 year commitment.  Mr. Teasdale asked if the school children will be involved to which Mrs. Murphy responded in the negative explaining that the ceremony will be held at lunchtime.  There will be a program, as there always is, for the 3rdgraders at the elementary school.  Each third grader will receive a tree, there will be a tree planted and there will be a speaker (to take place between 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.).  
· EC approval of letter to Eileen Swan regarding the Draft ERI

Mr. Teasdale reminded the Commission that the Draft ERI had been forwarded to the Township Planner, Frank Banisch, for his review and comment.  Mr. Banisch provided comment to the Land Use Board which essentially said the Environmental Commission has the responsibility to create an inventory of environmental items in the Township and the draft ERI satisfied that responsibility.  Mr. Teasdale noted that there were no specific comments or corrections other than he recommended the document be forwarded to the Highlands Council for review.  Therefore, Mr. Teasdale drafted a letter to Eileen Swan for the Commission’s review and comment.  He noted that he attended a recent Land Use Board meeting and offered to present the highlights to the Board at an upcoming meeting.  Due to the ongoing JCP&L hearings that presentation may be postponed until December 17, 2008.  Mr. Schroth asked what type of comments might come from the Highlands Council to which Mr. Teasdale explained that the Highlands Council prepared their own environmental resource study of the region so they can assess it in accordance with that.  Discussion ensued about the benefits of having the Highlands Council review the document.  The Commission authorized the letter, as drafted by Mr. Teasdale, to be sent to the Highlands Council along with the draft ERI.
· Review of correspondence 
CORRESPONDENCE:

1) Draft letter to Eileen Swan, Executive Director of the Highlands prepared by C. Teasdale regarding the Draft ERI.

2) Copy of letter dated Sept. 30, 2008 to Susan Richart from C. Teasdale responding to her letters of April and July about issues on Frog Hollow Rd.

3) Copy of letter dated July 25, 2008 from Linda Jacukowics, Readington Twp. EC Coordinator to Vita Mekovetz, Twp. Clerk, Readington Twp. regarding ANJEC workshop for Stormwater Management.

4) Letter from the NJDEP to Anthony Splendorio regarding Block 15, Lot 3 – Highlands Applicability and Water Quality Management Plan Consistency Determination Application.

5) Notice of application for Highlands Applicability Determination Application by Fairmount Presbyterian Church, Block 6.04, Lot 5.01

6) Letter from the NJDEP to Fairmount Presbyterian Church regarding Block 6.04, Lot 5.01 – Highlands Applicability and Water Quality Management Plan Consistency Determination Application

7) Notice of Freshwater Wetlands Application by Harry Orgler for Block 11, Lot 35.

8) Notice of request for NJDEP Freshwater Wetlands Averaging Plan Transition Area Waiver by JCP&L for Block 17, Lot 2.

9) Notice from the Hunterdon County Planning Board regarding workshop “What’s New in Septic System Technologies” – Oct. 29, 2008.

10) Copy of a letter dated September 25, 2008 from JCP&L to NJDEP regarding supplemental data for the JCP&L substation Highlands Applicability Determination Application (data report on file at Twp. office).

11) Reports from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District for the following properties (copies of reports are on file at Twp. office):

· Block 16, Lot 6.03 – Pascale Athletic Field

· Block 6, Lot 26 – Becker Grading Plan

· Block 38, Lot 14 & 14.03 – Agricultural Building

· Block 38, Lot 14 & 14.03 – Agricultural Building

· Block 27, Lot 71.06 – North Creek Builders Lot

· Block 28, Lot 9.02 – Indoor Riding Enclosure

· Block 6, Lot 26 – Becker Grading Plan

· Block 23, Lot 23.01 – Duke Sawmill

· Block 26, Lot 2.06 – Reed Residence

· Block 16, Lot 15 – Hollow Brook Road Dwelling

· Block 28, Lot 9.02 – Indoor Riding Enclosure
WORKSHOPS/SEMINARS:

· URWA – Wake Up Call – breakfast with the Upper Raritan Watershed Assoc. The first Wednesday of each Month at Limestone Café, Main Street, Peapack, NJ.  Call URWA by 4 p.m. the day before if you plan to attend (908) 234-1852.
· NJ Shade Tree Federation 83rd Annual Meeting – October 24, 25, 26, 2008

Mr. Teasdale commented on item #3 and encouraged the Commission members to attend the joint meeting with the Readington Township Environmental Commission for the ANJEC workshop regarding stormwater management scheduled for Tuesday, October 28, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the Readington Township Municipal complex.  

A question was raised regarding items #4 and #5 regarding the Highlands Applicability letters for Fern Valley and the Fairmount Church.  Mr. Teasdale asked Mr. Mackie to report back to the Environmental Commission if something arises at the Land Use Board level.  

Mr. Teasdale noted a recent episode of This Old House where a long burlap sack in a shape of a tube was filled with compost and used as a bio-filter/runoff control mechanism.  Once the project is done and they no longer need the burlap tube it is slit open and the organic matter from the tube is left on the ground.  This was used in place of the silt fencing, and appeared to be a more reliable barrier.  
Mr. Teasdale announced that there is a walk scheduled for October 25, 2008 at the Cold Brook/Lance property off of Fox Hill Road across from Palatine Rd., rain date is Sunday.  There will be a hike through the 40 acre preserved Lance property down to the Cold Brook Preserve that is owned by URWA and conclude at the Devlin property for a picnic lunch.  

Mr. Teasdale reported that the Township Committee is scheduled to meet on November 10, 2008, in conflict with the Environmental Commission’s meeting.  Ms. Goodchild asked if the Commission would like to cancel its meeting or reschedule.  Mr. Colitti asked if the Commission could meet in the back room to which Mr. Teasdale opined that it would be possible.  The Commission suggested meeting in the back room on the regular night (November 10th), if that is a problem the Commission would meet the following Monday, November 17, 2008.  
Land Use Board Matters
· Update on Land Use Board matters

Mr. Mackie reported that on October 1, 2008 the Land Use Board heard from Commission Chairman Teasdale regarding the Banisch comment letter on the draft ERI.  The Land Use Board Chairman asked Mr. Teasdale if he would be willing to present the highlights of the ERI at a future meeting to which Mr. Teasdale agreed.

One pending variance for side yard setback was withdrawn; the shed that was in violation will be moved to a conforming location.

The Hill and Dale Farm lot line adjustment application was heard by the Board and approved.  Essentially the lot line adjustment will make it easier for the Rothpletz family to pursue a farmland preservation application with the County and State.  
Mr. Teasdale noted that it is his understanding that the JCP&L footprint has changed and the project has been made smaller; the future bank (expansion) of the facility has been deleted.  Mrs. Murphy noted that they have removed the proposed concrete wall from the plan.  Mrs. Murphy also noted that the Township’s Historic Consultant, Dennis Bertland, attended the last hearing and recommended that an archeological survey be performed.  

Mrs. Murphy asked the Commission to start thinking about the well water testing program for next year.  

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mr. Schroth made a motion to adjourn at 8:39 p.m., seconded by Mr. Mackie.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
