TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION/JOINT PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
MAY 14, 2007
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Chairman, Miriam Murphy, Ms. Frey, Ms. Ace, Mr. Colitti, Mr. Malloy, Mr. Mackie, Dr. Robins, Chairman Becker, Mr. Barnes, Mr. Kay, Mr. Natale, Mr. Margenau and Mr. Murphy. 
Absent Were:  Mr. Schroth and Mr. Fenton.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 24, 2007.  Adequate notice of the Parks Committee meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on May 8, 2007.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was positive.  
Laura Kohler, stated that she was a member of the school board and was invited to attend by Mr. Becker.  
Chairman Teasdale asked the public if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.  
CLAIMS

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or concerns regarding the following claims to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Commission for a motion in which Dr. Robins made a motion to approve the claims and Ms. Ace seconded that motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:
a)  A&P – Arbor Day = $7.96

b)  Bernardsville Print Center – Arbor Day = $75.40

c)  Califon Lumber – Arbor Day = $5.37


Roll Call Vote:

Those in Favor:
Ms. Murphy, Ms. Ace, Ms. Frey, Dr. Robins, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Malloy, Mr. Colitti and Chairman Teasdale. 

Those Opposed:
None
CORRESPONDENCE

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the correspondence to which the response was negative.  Chairman Teasdale expressed concern regarding correspondence item #1 and wanted clarification as to whether the Township was exempt to the Highlands Regulations as well as whether the proposed work was to be done to the existing house to which Ms. Beeh responded that she would find out and e-mail the Commission with the information.    
1) A letter from Suburban Consulting Engineers dated April 30, 2007 regarding a Highlands Applicability Determination Application for Block 16, Lot 6.03, Pascale School.  

2) Andrew Lea regarding the US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.

JOINT MEETING W/PARKS COMMITTEE
· Environmental Resources Inventory
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI).  He stated that the ERI was a charge of the Commission and its purpose was to create an inventory of the Township’s wetlands, streams, natural resources, etc.  He further stated that the Commission submitted a grant application to ANJEC requesting a total of 50% of the ERI cost.  He noted that they expected to hear from ANJEC regarding a decision by May 18th.  He stated that they would share the ERI information with Parks in the future.   
· Presentation by Anthony Sblendorio regarding Pascale Park
Chairman Teasdale announced the presentation by Anthony Sblendorio of Back To Nature Landscape Associates regarding Pascale Park.  Chairman Becker stated that Mr. Sblendorio gave a presentation at a prior Parks Committee meeting regarding Pascale Park.  He further stated that he was supportive of Mr. Sblendorio’s ideas and would like to hear recommendations from the Commission after the presentation was completed.  
Mr. Sblendorio stated that he offered to do a project for the Township and the Township decided to focus on the Pascale property as a possible project.  He stated that he wanted to create a project based on regenerative growth which could be enjoyed by the Township residents as well as their children.  He expressed concern regarding children not being involved with nature and stated that the proposed project would be intended to help connect them with nature.  He stated that he reviewed the report from the Ad-Hoc Committee regarding the Pascale Property which was accepted by the Township Committee.  He explained that he wanted to promote a regenerative design concept for the property which was a concept that looks for opportunities to create more natural resources for natural systems.  He stated that the project would require a Community Assessment which would help understand the core values of the community as well as talking with stakeholders and understanding the possibilities for the project.  He explained that the process would be designed around embracing the property with the support of the stakeholders as well as the Township organizations and community.  He then presented a slide show to the Commission and Parks Committee (see attached).
Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission/Parks Committee if there were any questions or comments to which the response was positive.  Mr. Mackie stated that operation and maintenance was an important issue and needed to be focused on in the beginning as any plan for the Pascale Property needs to be sustainable.  Ms. Murphy stated that she was told by Jess Landon, Township Administrator, that the Township received $50,000.00 in fines from Stavola because they cleared trees and that it could only be spent on planting.  She then asked Mr. Sblendorio how they start the planning process for Pascale to which he responded that they would need to do research on core values and prepare a mission statement.  Dr. Robins expressed concern regarding conflicting interests between the parties, i.e. committees, Township, residents, etc. to which Mr. Sblendorio responded that leadership was a large part in making the project successful as well as determining core values in order to have all parties in agreement.  Ms. Frey expressed concern regarding the threatened and endangered species located on the property.  She stated that she didn’t feel the property could accommodate all of the core values.  She further stated that she was in support of removing invasive species and regeneration of the property.  She stated that she was hesitant about artwork type projects unless it was close to the school.  Mr. Sblendorio stated that the threatened and endangered species may not be located on the property even though it is a habitat for them.  

Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was positive.  Mr. Margenau stated that less was more and suggested focusing on individual elements as well as protecting the threatened and endangered species.  Mr. Malloy stated that the goal they are trying to attain is admirable in terms of involving children with nature.  Mr. Colitti suggested labeling the trees/vegetation on the property in order for the children to educate themselves on different species by identifying them to which Mr. Sblendorio responded that he was in agreement.  Mr. Murphy stated that it was important to have a landscape design as things couldn’t be accomplished without one.  Ms. Ace stated that she supported the idea in terms of the process, however, expressed concern regarding maintaining the project in years to come.  She added that she thought having something like an eco-park was a opportunity to educate children and should be explored.  Mr. Kay stated that the Pascale Plan was reflected in Mr. Sblendorio’s proposal.  He further stated that money would be needed to maintain and manage the property in the future.  He added that he felt determining core values was a good idea.  Mr. Barnes stated that he received the survey sent by the New Jersey Water Authority on behalf of the Township regarding a different project.  He recommended conducting a survey via letter in order to obtain core values of the residents in the Township.  Chairman Becker stated that a lot of work was put into the Pascale Plan.  He further stated that the Pascale property was small enough to attempt the project and see whether it would be beneficial to repeat on other properties within the Township.  

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission/Committee if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he opened up questions and/or comments to the public.

Laura Kohler, 18 Parsonage Lot Road, stated that the Board of Education was trying to develop more environmentally driven curriculum for its students and that the proposed project was a step in that direction.  She also added that Arbor Day which involved the children was very successful.  She stated that she would speak about the project with the school board.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he teaches next to an arboretum and he takes his students there on Tuesday and Friday on nature walks to observe nature from Winter through Spring.  He further stated that it is beneficial for the kids and was supportive of the concept Mr. Sblendorio was proposing.    

Chairman Teasdale asked the public if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.

Mr. Sblendorio suggested that a subcommittee be established in order to draft a mission statement to start the process for the project to which the Commission/Committee agreed.  Ms. Frey, Ms. Murphy, Chairman Teasdale, Chairman Becker, Mr. Barnes and Mr. Margenau volunteered to be a part of the subcommittee.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would forward the e-mail addresses of the subcommittee to Mr. Sblendorio.  Mr. Sblendorio stated that he would work with the subcommittee in order to start the process.  The Commission/Committee thanked Mr. Sblendorio for giving the presentation.       

· Discussion with the Upper Raritan Watershed Association (URWA)
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion with the Upper Raritan Watershed Association.  He stated that both the Commission and Parks Committee felt it would be beneficial for them to have representatives from URWA come to give input on the Pascale project as well as other projects within Tewksbury Township.  Ms. Cynthia Ehrenclou, Executive Director of URWA and Ms. Patricia Ruby, Conservation Program Manager introduced themselves to the Commission/Parks Committee.  Ms. Ehrenclou stated that they are involved with projects that are educational so visitors/children can see what they can do in their own backyards, i.e. planting, observing, etc.  She stated that URWA holds easements on a number of properties within the Township of Tewksbury and are working to maintain those properties.  She stated that URWA has partnered with Audobon for the property on Fox Hill in order to observe/protect/study grassland bird species.  Ms. Ruby stated that she is involved with stream clean-up/monitoring and takes/analyzes samples of different streams, i.e. Rockaway Creek.  Chairman Teasdale asked if volunteers were still needed for the stream clean up to which she responded that they were going to have another training session and accept more volunteers.  She stated that the protocols for stream monitoring have been updated in order to be on par with the NJDEP.  Ms. Ace stated that URWA currently monitors streams at 16 sites and that the NJDEP has utilized the data they have collected.  Ms. Ehrenclou stated that the website has been updated and recommended that the Commission/Parks Committee visit the site in order to view the streams monitored as well as the trend analysis for each site.  
Chairman Teasdale asked Ms. Ehrenclou if there was data they could share which would help the Parks Committee with the creation of a management plan, inventorying, etc. to which Ms. Ehrenclou responded that URWA is staffed with a GIS person and a GPS unit and are capable of inventorying plants and animals.  She further stated that they would be happy to help Parks as far as giving them advice and guiding them.  She further stated that URWA is an advocate of passive recreation as well as protecting threatened and endangered species.  Chairman Becker asked if URWA did anything in remediation to which Ms. Ehrenclou responded that they have done riparian restoration along corridors.  Mr. Margenau asked how much land URWA owned on Fox Hill to which Ms. Ehrenclou responded that the two pieces of property totaled 40 acres.  She further stated that they hold 32 easements in Tewksbury Township and 12 preserves.  Ms. Murphy encouraged the Commission/Parks Committee to attend the Wake Up Call meetings held by URWA monthly as they were very educational.  Chairman Teasdale thanked URWA for attending.  

· Parks Management Plan Discussion 
Chairman Teasdale announced the Parks Management Discussion.  He asked Chairman Becker how the Commission could be of assistance to the Parks Committee to which he responded that he wanted to find a way to enforce protection of environmental aspects of Township owned property/parks.  He expressed concern regarding vehicles, equipment, etc. being allowed in parks.  Ms. Frey stated that there should be similar rules for all park lands in terms of enforcement.  Chairman Becker stated that there has been petrochemical leakage into parklands from ATV’s etc.  Ms. Frey asked if the Township permits ATV’s on Township owned lands to which Chairman Becker responded in the negative.  Mr. Colitti noted that it was an enforcement issue. Ms. Frey stated that ATV’s do not have to be licensed in the State of New Jersey although they should be.  Chairman Teasdale suggested that they ask Mr. Landon or the Township Committee to look at the enforcement process.  Mr. Barnes stated that he has had communication with the Chief of Police on the issue of and he suggested that he contact his office if there is motorized vehicle use on Township owned lands.  Chairman Becker asked if there were any recommendations with regard to the tot lot/ball field issues to which Chairman Teasdale responded that it was important for the Parks Committee to have a plan and a focus regarding active and passive recreation for parklands which was in line with the Township Master Plan.  Mr. Margenau stated that there was a parks management plan which was in existence and referenced in the Master Plan, however, cannot be located now and didn’t feel it was necessary to recreate the wheel if there was a document in place.  He noted that the parks plan was referenced in the Master Plan.  Chairman Teasdale asked Ms. Beeh to confer with Ms. Goodchild as to whether there was a Parks Management Plan in existence.  
Chairman Teasdale suggested an Eagle Scout project to Chairman Becker which would benefit the Parks Committee as it would call for erecting a deer exclosure.  Chairman Becker stated that he felt it was a good project.  Mr. Barnes stated that a deer exclosure was erected on Pascale and it could be done easily and inexpensively.  Chairman Becker asked for a recommendation for the location of a deer exclosure to which Chairman Teasdale responded that he provided photos of the Hell Mountain property and a deer exclosure could be placed in that area.  Chairman Becker stated that he would have Mr. Paul Smith, Scout Leader, contact him regarding information on the proposed project.  

The Parks Committee and Environmental Commission separated to address separate business at 9:45 p.m.
· Arbor Day Update

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding Arbor Day.  Ms. Murphy stated that Tewksbury Township received the designation of a “Tree City”.  She further stated that they were the only recognized “Tree City” in Hunterdon County.  She gave a brief description of the activities that took place on Arbor Day.  She stated that Arbor Day was successful.  Chairman Teasdale thanked Ms. Murphy for all of her hard work and effort with respect to the Arbor Day project.  
· Update on Land Use Board 

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding an update on the Land Use Board.  Mr. Mackie stated that at the last meeting they heard an appeal regarding a tennis court which was an appeal of the zoning officer’s decision.  He noted that the application was continued to July 18th.  He stated that the Board’s agendas are full for the rest of the summer with variance applications.  He stated that they would be hearing two variance applications at the May 16th meeting.  Chairman Teasdale asked if the Commission should be concerned regarding any aspects of the two applications scheduled to which Ms. Beeh responded that she forwarded to the Commission an e-mail regarding those applications as well as another variance application requesting volunteers to review them an received no response.  Chairman Teasdale asked that Ms. Beeh review the applications and determine whether they were significant and if the Commission should review them. 

Chairman Teasdale welcomed Mr. Malloy as the new member of the Environmental Commission.  Mr. Mallow stated that he was a new resident and served on the Mountain Lakes Environmental Commission previously.  
ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Ms. Ace at 10:00 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Beeh 
