TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 8, 2011 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Peter Melick presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Dana Desiderio, Louis DiMare, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately nine members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Melick.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Ordinance Public Hearing

Mayor Melick noted that Ordinances #01-2011 through #05-2011 would not be heard for Public Hearing tonight as they were not properly noticed in the local paper.  The Public Hearing will be held on 02/22/11.

4.
Public Participation
Hank Klumpp read from notes regarding how the Township became part of the Highlands.  He stressed that the process was not scientific, but solely political.  He stated that he has lost equity for his properties and that farmers in the state of New Jersey are being punished.
He questioned if the State has devised any sort of a compensation plan for farmers throughout the State.

He questioned if the following issues have been addressed.  Equity, mandatory septic inspections, Township meetings – (will they become a thing of the past?) and the roll of the Township Planner (is it a conflict of interest for the Planner to be involved?)
Mr. Klumpp read a letter of thanks from Governor Christie regarding his views related to the Highlands Act.

He reiterated that it is not right to the farmers of the State and he would continue to attend Highlands Council meetings to express his concerns. 
5. 
Actions to be taken
· Consent Agenda


Mayor Melick requested that the authorization to have the Clerk sign the Special Permit for Social Affair for the 4/16/11 OFC Gala be removed from the Consent Agenda and voted on separately.

Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #35-2011

TRANSFERS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following transfers.

	2010 Current Fund  Appropriations Reserves Transfers
	

	From: 
	
	
	To: 
	

	Police S&W
	       14,400.00 
	
	Engineering Services
	         5,000.00 

	
	
	
	Bd of Health OE
	         1,000.00 

	
	
	
	Park Maint-Fairmount N
	            450.00 

	
	
	
	Computerized Data Processing
	            850.00 

	
	
	
	Electricity
	         3,500.00 

	
	
	
	Natural Gas
	         3,500.00 

	
	
	
	Water & Hydrants
	            100.00 

	TOTAL
	       14,400.00 
	
	
	       14,400.00 


_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Correspondence List

· Regular and Executive Session minutes of 1/25/11

· Authorization to release Letter of Credit for Block 32 Lots 24 & 29 (Wetteland) 

· Authorization to have Mayor sign NJAW Grant of Easement Block 44 Lot 22 

· Items removed from the Consent Agenda
Dr. Voyce made a motion authorizing the Clerk to sign the Special Permit for Social Affair for the 4/16/11 OFC Gala, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Melick.
· Authorization to have Clerk sign Special Permit for Social Affair for 4/16/11 OFC Gala

5.
Appointments

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to accept the following appointment, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

	Robert Kelly
	Wastewater Maintenance Committee
	Hunter’s Glen User
	3 years


Dr. Voyce made a motion to accept the following appointments, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
	Tom Schroth
	Forestry Advisory Board
	Env. Comm. Rep.
	2 years

	Shelby Mellick
	Forestry Advisory Board
	Scenic Rds. Comm. Rep.
	3 years


Mr. Van Doren made a motion to accept the following appointment, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
	Webster Todd
	Pascale Advisory Committee
	Ag. Adv. Comm. Rep.
	2 years


Ms. Desiderio made a motion to accept the following appointments, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  

Mr. Van Doren stated that he did not know Mr. Cording and was not in favor of appointing him to the board.  Mayor Melick stated that he knew Mr. Cording and would vouch for his professional expertise. 

The above motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: Van Doren.

	Wayne Lisa
	Tree Permit Appeals Board
	Public
	1 year

	Ronald Cording
	Tree Permit Appeals Board
	Landscape Architect
	3 years


6.
Reports

· Township Committee Sub Committees & Township Committee Comments 
Mr. DiMare stated that he was unable to attend the recent Land Use sub-committee meeting to discuss Highlands’ issues held on 2/3/11.  He noted that the DPW is doing a great job clearing the roads during the storms.

Ms. Desiderio noted that the Land Use Board discussed dry well inspections and Highlands’ conformance at a recent meeting.
The County Planning Board is scheduling a FEMA open house on 2/26/11.

The 2010 year end CADB report was noted.  Tewksbury has 409 acres of preserved land.
The NJDEP meeting to discuss the draft proposed sewer service areas will be held on 3/09/11.

The County is hosting a Breakfast Talk on 02/23/11 to present Time of Decision information.

The 2010 yearend report for Open Space was noted.

Dr. Voyce noted that the Land Use subcommittee met on 2/3/11 although the Township Planner was not in attendance.
Dr. Voyce thanked Mayor Melick, the DPW and officers on the scene for their recent help during a rescue squad call.

Mr. Van Doren noted that the Finance subcommittee met last week to discuss the 2011 Budget and the CAP.

No accord has been reached with the PBA contract. 

Mr. Van Doren noted proposed Senate bill 1351 and requested that each member receive a copy for review.  He added that he would draft a Resolution for adoption in opposition to the bill.
Mr. Selvaggi noted that the School Board Association is not in favor of the Bill.  He opined that the Bill is well intentioned with regard to transparency, but would be very cumbersome with regard to handling the business of a municipality.  
Mr. Van Doren stated that he spoke with Eileen Swan, Executive Director of the Highlands Council regarding the scheduled public hearing on 2/17/11.  He had stated his concerns at an earlier meeting that the Public Hearing date should be postponed, but was advised by Mrs. Swan that changes can be made to the document after the Public Hearing.  He stated that the scheduled Public Hearing date of 2/17/11 should be observed. 

Discussion followed regarding having the Public Hearing on 2/17/11 or delaying the matter.

Further discussion followed regarding the non participation of the Township Planner at the recent Land Use subcommittee meeting. 

Mr. DiMare stated that he was in favor of holding the Public Hearing on 2/17/11 as it would be possible to amend the document after the hearing.

Mr. Landon noted that the Township is in the Preservation Area, but the decision regarding opting in to Planning Area needs to be confirmed via Ordinance adoption.
Dr. Voyce stated that he feels the Committee is acting in a sort of a vacuum and needs to be clear on all matters related to the issue prior to having the Public Hearing.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to continue on course and request the Highlands Council to have Tewksbury remain on the agenda for 2/17/11 to discuss the plan, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  

Mayor Melick stated that he felt there was no need to rush through the process and preferred to wait a couple of weeks.
The above motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Van Doren.  Nays: Melick, Voyce.  
Mayor Melick stated the he and Mr. Landon met with the County Engineer to discuss the slight widening of the bridge on Route 523 that crosses the Rockaway Creek into Readington Township.  The County will have to acquire property from the Township that was purchased with  FEMA funding. The project will not see completion for at least five years.

In response to a question from Robin Love it was stated that the County will need to go to Green Acres for a diversion of use.

It was noted that no properties north of the bridge will be affected and there will be no road widening involved in the project. 
 Township Attorney
Mr. Selvaggi noted the Wood matter and that the application will be heard by the Land Use Board as a C variance.

A decision is forthcoming regarding the JCP&L matter.

· Township Administrator

Mr. Landon stated that the Land Use Administrator is looking at Ordinances from other municipalities regarding alternate energy sources.  

The DPW has spent half of the 2010 amount allotted for snow clearing and overtime in one month’s time.

The Land Use Administrator’s memo regarding amending the fees associated with inspections related to Grading and Surface Water Plans will be discussed at the 2/22/11 meeting as the Engineer will be in attendance.
Mr. Van Doren noted information received from the 2010 Census.  He noted that Tewksbury’ s population has increased by over 8% since the 2000 Census.

7.
Executive Session

At  8:15 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
RESOLUTION # 36-2011
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Advice of Attorney, Contract Negotiations, Land Acquisition and Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

8.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 9:40 PM.

Mr. DiMare made a motion authorizing Mr. Selvaggi to send a letter regarding the right of way matter on Mountain Road consistent with his opinion that the Township cannot grant use of the easement as proposed by Mr. Steinberg, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Desiderio
Ms. Desiderio made a motion authorizing Mr. Landon to contact the Township Planner per the conversation discussed in Executive Session, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

9.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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