Tewksbury Township Parks Committee

April 11, 2007 Minutes

The Parks Committee met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Committeeman Robert Becker Chairman presided.

Other members in attendance were Vice Chairman Barnes (DB), and members Mr. Natale (CN), Mr. Murphy (T M), Mr. Fenton (JF) and Mr. Margenau (RM). 

Mr. Kaye was not in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Becker.
2.
Action to be Taken

1 Approval of Minutes

DB made a motion to approve the March minutes. RM seconded  Passed unanimously.
2 New business/old business

Discussion about the proposed letter to the Audubon led to a motion by DB that the motion approving that a letter be sent to the Audubon be repealed as it would be better if it came from the Township Administration and not the Parks Committee Chairman. RM seconded.  Passed unanimously.

Parks Use Applications

1 Easter egg Hunt (event already took place) by the Women’s Club,

2 5 Miler by the Tewksbury First Aid and Rescue Squad,

3 Harvest Festival by the Tewksbury First Aid & Rescue Squad & the Tewksbury Library

4 Fairmount North field lacrosse practice by the TAA

5 Fairmount North Parking area by the Fairmount Presbyterian Church

RM made a motion to approve all

CN seconded

# 1 passed unanimously

# 2 & 3 passed 4 – 0 with RB and JF abstaining

# 4& 5 passed 5 – 0 with DB abstaining

A survey was handed out and requested to be filled out dealing with water and environmental issues.

A discussion took place about dogs off lease picking up of dog and horse feces and the removal of litter in our parks.  A dog park was brought up with no action being taken. Discussion was postponed to a later undetermined date.

RB brought up the need to moved the deer exclosurer from its current location in Pascale park.  It is to small and built over a sess pool.   Two locations were discussed.  CN made a motion to approve the moving of the exclosure to one of the two sites with the decision to be made by a sub committee of TM and DB.  The sub committee was to take into account the fact the children form the school would be using the site and needed easy access.  The two locations were between the old pascale house and the pine forest where the fenced in garden used to be and the field behind the DPW garage. Seconded by RM. Passed unanimously.

JF moved that since the Township Committee has yet to act upon the proposed Mission statement of the Parks Committee that we the parks Committee hereby implement the proposed Mission Statement as our acting guiding principles. Seconded DB.  Passed unanimously.

JF moved that since the Township Committee has yet to act upon the proposed Parks Matrix that we the parks Committee hereby implement the proposed Parks Matrix. Seconded RM.  Motion withdrew by JF.

RM moved that letter be sent to the Township Administration respectfully requesting that the Township Administration post the proposed parks matrix onto the township website and in the literature of the township. Seconded by JF. Passed unanimously

3. Public Participation

Mr. Paul Smith from Old Mine Rd gave a presentation detailing the path to Eagle Scout and the types of projects that Troop 199 would like to do and requested that the parks committee suggest some projects for the approximately 15 Eagle Scout candidates to do so that they could do them for the benefit of Tewksbury and not go elsewhere.  After his presentation he answered question form the committee and left at 8:01.

Mr. Anthony Sblendorio a Landscape Architect of the firm Back to Nature gave a slide presentation of ideas that his firm is proposing to do in the Pascale Park in conjunction with and for the Township. His plans formed the foundation for the first Ecopark in the State of New Jersey. The project would entail a process of regeneration of natural resources with the park and would be based upon a premise of “Connecting Children with Nature”.  He suggested we get in touch with the National Resource Conservation Service based in Clinton. He answered questions after his presentation and left at 9:11

4. B/C/C Member Comments

CN brought up the GIS project by the boy scouts and after discussion it was concluded we need to get more information about the process by which the boy scouts were conducting the project and then how we would then transfer it to the other parks in the Township.

RM discussed the findings of his investigation of the current state of the open space tax.  There was discussion of possible missing information or problems with the way the law is constructed. JF moved to send a letter to the Township asking for clarification. CN seconded. Passed unanimously.

It was brought up that to our disappointment the Mayor after being invited multiple times or a member of the Township Committee as his surrogate has not attended 1 of our meetings this year.  The chairman will invite the Mayor again.

RM will compare the Master Plan of the Township to the proposed yet not addressed by the Township Committee Mission Statement of the Parks Committee.

5.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.

Jeffrey Fenton

Recording Secretary
