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	Sally Ike – Chairman

Dana Desiderio – Vice Chairman

Cynthia Clover

Nancy Mahevich

Richard Pye
	TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP EQUESTRIAN COMMITTEE

	
	PROJECT STATUS & MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 22, 2006


Present for the meeting:  Sally Ike, Chairman, Cynthia Clover, Nancy Mahevich, Richard Pye

Not present:  Dana Desiderio, Vice Chairman

Mrs. Ike welcomed new Committee member Cindy Clover, noted that a quorum was present, and brought the meeting to order at 7:35 pm.

Mrs. Ike informed the Committee that, with her increased responsibilities at work, the time she will have available for the Equestrian Committee will be limited over the next six months.  She asked for the Committee’s help, suggesting that the Committee’s 2006 plans should be divided into separate projects, each with a Committee member responsible.  The Committee was in agreement (see below).  

APPROVAL of MINUTES, JANUARY 25, 2006 – Mrs. Mahevich made a motion that the minutes from the meeting held January 25, 2006 should be approved.  Mr. Pye seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.

BROCHURE UPDATE – Mrs. Mahevich reported that she has been in contact with Ken Carberry, whose friend has offered his help with the updated Equestrian Committee brochure.  She will continue work on this project so that a draft is available for the Committee’s review at the next meeting.

MISSION STATEMENT – After a brief discussion, Mr. Pye made a motion that “promote” should be deleted from the Equestrian Committee’s Mission Statement (see attached).  Mrs. Clover seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Mrs. Ike will forward a “clean” copy to Roberta Brassard, asking that approval be placed on the agenda for the next Township Committee meeting.

JUMPS AT CHRISTIE HOFFMAN FARM – Mrs. Ike reported that the DPW has placed a fence around the water jump.  She will call builder Morgan Rowsell again to remind him that the jump needs repair before we can open it again to the public.

WELCOME BASKET STATUS – Mrs. Ike reported that the Communications Committee has agreed to take over the Welcome Basket Project. 

2006 PROJECTS – Monitor Legislation – A discussion ensued regarding upcoming legislation the progress of which the Committee would like to monitor.  Further discussion will take place at the next meeting, but it is hoped that Ms. Desiderio will be responsible for the Farm Bill and Mrs. Ike’s daughter Sara for the “Manure Bill”, as she is already involved in one of the committees.  There was agreement to table any discussion on the Federal Animal ID system.

Promote Open Space – A discussion took place about the Committee’s mission to promote open space within the Township and how to achieve that goal.  Though no conclusions were drawn, the Committee noted the importance of staying in contact and working with TTA and the Planning Board.  Mr. Pye noted that several properties are still closed to equestrian use as a result of the Township’s earlier decision to increase the minimum lot size.  

Monitor Trails in Township Parks – The Committee briefly discussed the need to monitor the status of trails in Fairmount North, Hell Mountain Preserve, etc.  Mrs. Mahevich agreed to contact Jess Landon to determine if the trails on Fairmount North had been walked and what the Township plans for Hell Mountain Preserve.  Further discussion will take place at the next meeting, so that TTA representative Mr. Broughton’s input can be sought.

Trail Crossing Signs – A discussion ensued regarding recent correspondence concerning road signs in Monmouth County which alert motorists to New Jersey law regarding speed limits, etc. when horses are present.  Those present noted their impression that in Tewksbury Township this type of sign would be more valuable than “trails crossing” signs.  Mrs. Clover will explore possibilities, including sponsorship, and report to the Committee during the next meeting.   

Tewksbury Times Article – The Committee approved the draft of Mrs. Mahevich’s article for the Tewksbury Times (see attached).  Mrs. Ike will email the document back to Mrs. Mahevich, who will forward it to the Editor.

2006 MEETING SCHEDULE – Mrs. Ike stated that she will not be available to attend the March, April, or May meetings due to her work schedule.  After a brief discussion, there was agreement that Mrs. Ike should contact Ms. Brassard to cancel these meetings and reschedule the next meeting for the week beginning April 17th. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Sally Ike

2006 MEETINGS

(4th Wednesday of each month, except for March, April, May, November and December)

January 25

February 22

March 22

April 18
April 26

May 24
June 28

July 26

August 23

September 27

October 25

November 29
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