EQUESTRIAN MEETING MINUTES – June 24, 2009
The Tewksbury Township Equestrian Committee met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:39 p.m.
Present:  Patty Clucas (PC), Don Broughton (DB), Ilaria Borghese (IB).

Absent:  Dana Desiderio (DD), Eric Ryan (ER).

Public:  Karen Taylor-Broughton and Hayden Hull were in attendance.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT

Opening Meeting

DB acted as Chair in DD’s absence, and opened the meeting.  PC approved the minutes from the April, 2009 meeting, and they were seconded by IB.  There was some confusion as to whether these Committee meetings are to start at 7:00 PM or 7:30 PM.  DB confirmed that the meetings are to be held at 7:00 PM. 

Topics Discussed at this Meeting

Honorable Mentions

DB and PC formally thanked Karen Taylor for her help in maintaining the trails and Hayden Hull for his help in maintaining the Township’s equestrian lifestyle, especially at Christie Hoffman Park.

DB mentioned the passing of DD’s mother who was very involved in Township equestrian-related activities.

DB mentioned the passing of Mr. Miller from Farmersville Road.  Mr. Miller was very active and involved with the Tewksbury Trail Association (TTA) and its related activities.

2009 Budget

DB said that the 2009 budget was approved by the Township Committee.  
Equestrian Committee Brochure  
$300 has been allocated for the development and distribution of the brochure.
IB and DB felt that the brochure needed some work; there were spelling mistakes, and IB thought the brochure was too “wordy” and redundant.  All felt that the brochure needed more photos of equine-related activities.  In response, DB will secure photos of TTA riders from Jeff Roberts and IB will secure photos of students from Somerset Hills Handicapped Riding Center.  In addition PC mentioned local noteworthy equestrians that should be targeted for photos, including Nona Garson, Jennifer Miller, and Doug, Marilyn, and Holly Payne.
IB will contact Shana to acquire the full-color logo.  PC mentioned that Richard Pye said that Roberta would print brochures in full-color.

It was determined that the $300 allocation will be spent on paper, brochure holders, and an advertising person to organize the brochure in a professional manner.

It was agreed that the brochure will be finalized by the date of the next meeting, August 26, 2009.

 “ Horse Crossing” Signs

Hayden Hull confirmed that it is a state law that speed limit is 25 mph when horse and riders are present.  Committee members felt that “horse crossing” signs were still needed and PC and ER had noted at least 4 locations in need of signs (Lamington Road just past DD’s home, Centerline Farm on Rt. 517, Cold Brook Park, and Pascale Farm on Rt 512).  PC also suggested a sign on Farmersville Road just near her home.  Hayden Hull said that the County did not want 2 different color signs [black & white “mph” sign (obey) and black & yellow “horse crossing” sign (warm)] at the same location.  He is looking into the possibility of having both signs present and both in black and yellow.  $250.00 has been set aside in the budget for these signs.
Christie Hoffman Park
The Committee discussed with Hayden Hull the maintenance of the park trails and jumps.  It was agreed that 3/8” stone dust material be used at the base of the jumps on both take off and landing.  It was agreed that wood chips be used on walking trails.  In addition, a fanning outlet will be put in the water jump, and water depth and algae level will continue to be maintained.  $2750 has been set aside in the budget for jump maintenance and new jumps.  Locations and types of jumps need to be discussed further.
Miscellaneous

DB wants to fill the extra seat on this Committee, and PC recommended Nancy Alberti, who had demonstrated interest in the past.  PC will follow up with Nancy.
DB mentioned that $350 was set aside in the budget for a member to attend the Emergency Rescue Course, and IB expressed interest.

DB recommended that the Committee be called upon to report on equestrian-related applications for variances in conjunction with the Land Use Board.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m. by motion of PC and seconded by IB.
The next meeting of the Equestrian Committee will be August 26 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ilaria Borghese
