Tewksbury Township Parks Committee

Minutes of January 11th, 2006

Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM.  Present for the meeting were Dr. William Voyce, Mayor, David Barnes, Robert Becker, Todd Ehmann, Jeff Fenton, Tom Murphy and Sheldon Kay.  Dave Barnes made motion to accept the Schedule of 2006 meeting dates, seconded by Tom Murphy.

Nomination of officers started off with Tom nominating Robert Becker as Chair and he was unanimously voted in.  Dave Barnes was nominated and voted in as Vice Chair.  Sheldon Kay will be secretary with assistance from Todd Ehmann.

Dr. Voyce started the meeting off stating he will help us with information, regulations and protocol to help our committee run efficiently.  He also stated we should try to create five tangible goals for completion in 2006.  Bill went on to discuss the issues regarding the ice skating area at CHP.  There are wetland issues to take into account, monetary expenditure for a new liner, and is there a better location to site a skating area.  Dave mentioned if a new skating area was to be built it should be able to be used for multiple sports, i.e.: skating in winter, basketball or volleyball use in warmer months.  A possible location might be behind the new firehouse.

Tom Murphy submitted an informal survey of citizens with some ideas for projects for 2006.  A running track was another idea for the PC to pursue.  

Jeff Fenton brought up some recreation items.  Jeff was inquiring about authorizing adult recreation, are there safety/insurance issues, do we “grant permission” as a committee?  The members in attendance agreed with Robert Becker that the adult rec participants fill in a Park Usage form and we then submit the form to the Board of Education.

Bill Voyce started a discussion about trail marking and GIS mapping.  Robert wanted to know if the trail marking and the GIS mapping could overlap with help from the Boy Scouts.  Trail marking will be one of the PC’s goals.

Jeff was inquiring about the Permit Hunting Program the Tewksbury Twp. Police Dept. organizes.  There was some concern about hunting close to recreation areas in the parks and the Chief of Police will be contacted regarding the questions and comments.  Jeff had some interesting ideas he brought up.  Some of these ideas are as follows:  Does the town leave the parks alone, “as is” or are there more recreation opportunities, Is there room for growth in the parks, Is the township finished with formal recreation improvements and what’s the scope of the Parks Committee’s plan for improvements.  Jeff also wanted to know about any additional meetings for accomplishing our goals and reporting our progress.  Bill said having meetings is no problem and that communication between Committees and the Township Committee is important.  Bill also said that there are subcommittees from the TC and we should talk to them about future parks plans.  Diane Clark-Kudless is our contact.  Jeff also made a comment that if we approve something as a committee we should be heard by the TC.  The Dog Clean-up Bag Station was used as an example.

More discussion about Bark in the Park, our budget and a maintenance schedule from the DPW was discussed.

At this time, Robert wanted to start listing our proposed goals and they are as follows:

1. Parks Committee Budget:

Skating area

Signage for park locations

Forestry Management Plan Compliance

2. Trails Marking and Kiosks

Appropriate signage for parks and trails

Well-built kiosks with good maps, relevant information

There will be costs associated with kiosks and printing

3. Scope of PC involvement with Boy Scouts and Tewksbury Trails Association

4. Promote and enhance public awareness and usage of our park system

Mailings, surveys (feedback), and advertising of our parks.

5. Achieve Tree City USA status

6. Look for opportunities to promote other uses of our parks or solicit other groups to come use our parks

Robert made a separate list of our Core Goals

1. Skating rink and running track

2. Bark in the Park, who will run it and organize it?

3. Other recreation opportunities such as movies and concerts

4. Mailings and promotions of park activities

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting and the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Sheldon R. Kay

Secretary


