TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
JANUARY 12, 2008
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Teddy Murphy, Bruce Mackie, Laurence Malloy, Greg Storms,  Mary Elizabeth Warner, Mario Colitti and Tom Schroth. 
Absent was:
 Mary Ace.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on December 10, 2007.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was positive.  
Mr. David Barnes, Fairmount Road East, stated that as a member of the Parks Committee they have been discussing updating the Long Range Parks Plan for Tewksbury Township and noted that they would be seeking input from other Township Committees and Commissions regarding the project.  Chairman Teasdale stated that the Commission would be happy to help the Parks Committee with the project.  Mr. Barnes stated that there is a stipulation in the BPU regulations that a municipality may request that the utilities suspend their cutting operations.  He added that he informed the Township Committee of this regulation.  

Ms. Wilma Frey, Water Street, stated that she would like to give some updated information regarding the Highlands.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would provide Ms. Frey with the opportunity to speak regarding the Highlands later in the evening.    

Chairman Teasdale asked the public if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.

Chairman Teasdale gave a brief description regarding the role and responsibility of the Environmental Commission as per the Municipal Land Use Law and Township Ordinance.  Each Commission member introduced themselves to the new Commission members.  Chairman Teasdale then informed the Commission of the rules regarding recusal from discussions regarding applicants/applications.        
Chairman Teasdale welcomed Mayor Voyce to the meeting.  Mayor Voyce encouraged the Commission to make the Township aware of their needs and in turn they would try to accommodate them.  Chairman Teasdale thanked Mayor Voyce for attending.
MINUTES

Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the December 10, 2007 minutes to which the response was positive.  Mr. Mackie, Chairman Teasdale and Mr. Colitti discussed their corrections.  Mr. Mackie made a motion to approve the December 10th minutes with the aforementioned corrections and Mr. Malloy seconded motion.  All were in favor.    
CLAIMS

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the following claim to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Commission in which Mr. Mackie made a motion to approve the claim and Ms. Murphy seconded that motion.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:
1. ANJEC Membership Dues (310.00)

Roll Call Vote

Those in Favor:
Mr. Schroth, Mr. Colitti, Mr. Mackie, Ms. Murphy, Mr. Malloy and Chairman Teasdale.  

Those Opposed:
None
CORRESPONDENCE

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the correspondence to which the response was negative.  Chairman Teasdale referred to correspondence item #4 and stated the deadline for the application was February 29th.  He asked the Commission to think about projects that may be considered for the application and they would discuss it at the next meeting.
1) A NJDEP permit application dated January 2, 2008 regarding Block 5, Lot 5.

2) 2008 ANJEC Road Show Information

3) Information regarding a seminar entitled, “Reversing Environmental Damage and Improving Public Health with the Precautionary Principle” to be held on Monday, March 3rd at Seton Hall University.

4) Grant Application from The Garden Club of Somerset Hills.  

5) Information regarding the New Jersey Water Conservation Project.

RESOLUTION

· Resolution No. 08-01 – Annual Meeting Dates for the 2008 Calendar Year.
Chairman Teasdale proposed that January 12, 2009 be added to the resolution as next year the Commission will already have been noticed.  He expressed concern regarding their being no notice for the reorganization meeting.  Mr. Malloy made a motion to accept Resolution No. 08-01 and Ms. Murphy seconded that motion.  All were in favor. 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

RESOLUTION NO. 08-01


WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, requires that certain notices of meetings be submitted to the press and other interested persons.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Environmental Commission of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The schedule of regular meetings of the Environmental Commission for 2008 is hereby approved.

2. The Land Use Administrator is designated as the person responsible for the 

distribution of the following list of regular meetings and those other than regular meetings to those persons and newspapers that request same.

January 14


July 14





February 11


August 11





March 10


September 8





April 14


October 20




May 12


November 10





June 9



December 8

3. The Land Use Administrator is also designated as the person responsible for

posting the list of regular meetings and notice of any other meetings on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and filing same in the Municipal Office.

4. The Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat are hereby

designated to receive all notices of meetings as required under this Act, as it is determined that these are newspapers which would fulfill the requirements of the Act.

5. Requests for notice made by interested persons and news media shall be

granted without cost.

6. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

HIGHLANDS

· Discussion regarding the Highlands Regional Master Plan.
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  He then opened up the meeting to the public.

Ms. Wilma Frey, Water Street, stated that she has been employed with the New Jersey Conservation Foundation (NJCF) since 1990 and has participated actively in the development of the Highlands Act as well as the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  She stated that the document can be downloaded or discs are available at the Highlands Council meetings for a nominal charge.  She noted that there were several workshops coming up regarding the plan being held by different organizations regarding the plan and conformance to the plan.  She stated that 2/3 of Tewksbury Township was in the Preservation area and the rest of the Township was located in the Planning area.  She stated that the Highlands Council would be holding meetings at different locations during the month of February.   She stated that the NJCF are still analyzing the plan in great detail.  She stated that if the municipality conforms to the Regional Master Plan there is a legal presumption of validity to the Master Plan and Township Ordinances.  She added that there was State Aid and Planning Grants to help with plan conformance.  She noted that if the Township complies with the plan they are entitled to all of the benefits of State Plan Conformance.  She encouraged the Commission members to review the plan and offered to provide analysis done by NJCF regarding the plan to the Commission.  Mr. Colitti noted that the Highlands Act was once again upheld in Court.  Mr. Schroth asked when the final draft would be available to which Ms. Frey responded that the final draft is currently available as the hearings are regarding the final draft.  She added that the final plan, once revised, probably wouldn’t be ready until sometime in May or early summer.  Further discussion ensued regarding the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  
Chairman Teasdale encouraged the Commission to attend the Highlands meetings if possible.    He then closed the public portion of the session.
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES INVENTORY

· Discussion regarding Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI)
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Environmental Resources Inventory.  He stated that each Commissioner was provided with a disk containing the draft ERI.  He added that he submitted corrections to Ms. Kratzer for her review.  Ms. Kratzer stated that the data she has compiled as been taken from many public agencies, i.e. DEP, the County, etc. and that the data isn’t always accurate.  She suggested including a preface in the document which outlines the sources for all of the data that is represented in the ERI.  Ms. Murphy noted a correction needed to be made to one of the maps as the name of the farm depicted which was located on her street had changed.  She then asked if conservation easements created by the Planning Board were depicted in the ERI to which Ms. Kratzer responded that all of the Open Space was included in the ERI.  Chairman Teasdale asked how they could get the conservation easement data to Ms. Kratzer to which Ms. Murphy responded that all information was recorded by deed and digitized.  She added that it should be on the Township GIS.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would ask Ms. Goodchild for the easements on a GIS file and provide Ms. Kratzer with that information.  He asked if she could indicate that there was a conservation easement on the property by placing a dot on the Block/Lot.  Ms. Warner suggested that the Commission members discuss ways in which they could compile easement information.  She added that she would provide further comment once she has read through the ERI.  
Ms. Murphy stated that she requested a map of the Scenic Roads to which Chairman Teasdale responded that he suggested that Ms. Kratzer indicate in color on the mapping the Scenic Roads within the Township.  Chairman Teasdale asked for a volunteer to do research on the Scenic Roads and report back to the Commission and Ms. Kratzer to which Ms. Murphy responded that she would do the research.  He asked for a volunteer to review the watershed mapping and verify that it corresponds to the M2 hydrogeology study to which Mr. Mackie agreed to research.   
Chairman Teasdale requested that Ms. Murphy share the Forestry Map with the Forestry Advisory Board to review.  Ms. Kratzer stated that she had new mapping as well as language describing the mapping already distributed.  She stated that she that mapping the Open Space was difficult as the DEP and County doesn’t update their Open Space mapping frequently.  Mr. Mackie stated that the ROSI list is updated yearly and Ms. Goodchild would be able to provide her with that information.  Further discussion ensued regarding corrections to the draft ERI.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would provide the revised copy of the draft ERI to the Environmental Commission via e-mail.  Ms. Kratzer stated that another draft with the revisions discussed during the meeting would be available and sent to the Commission prior to March.          
2008 WORK PLAN

· Overview of 2008 Work Plan – Completion of ERI and Acceptance by Land Use Board, Stream Crossing Documentation, Annual Water Testing Process, Highlands Regional Master Plan, Raritan Basin/Rockaway Creek Initiative and Ongoing Review of Land Use Board applications.
Chairman Teasdale stated that completion of the ERI was essential and the Commission would continue to work on it.  He stated that volunteers from the Commission were currently in the process of documenting stream crossings within the Township.  He further stated that a stream crossing workshop is going to be held on February 23, 2008 in the Mountainville Meeting Hall.  He explained that Dr. Robins initiated this process and he is no longer on the Commission, therefore, he needed a volunteer to take over the project.  Mr. Colitti offered to continue the work regarding the stream crossing and Mr. Schroth offered to help as well.  Regarding the water testing, Ms. Murphy stated she was willing to coordinate the well testing project.  She added that Ms. Ellen Cronin from SBWA was contacted regarding possible funding for a localized water testing project within the Township.  Mr. Schroth stated that he wanted to send correspondence to her via letter in order to find out funding information.  Chairman Teasdale stated that there is no Environmental Commission Letter head and suggested that Mr. Schroth send Ms. McCarthy a Word Document and she can then put the document on letterhead.  Chairman Teasdale gave a brief overview of the water testing project.  Regarding the Raritan River Basin/Rockaway Creek Initiative, Ms. Murphy stated that the project was a long term project. 
LAND USE BOARD MATTERS

· Update on Land Use Board matters

Chairman Teasdale recused himself from the meeting.  Mr. Mackie stated that the JCP&L meeting was held on January 3, 2008.  He further stated that he was recused from hearing the application.  Ms. Murphy stated that she attended the meeting and it was comments regarding the completeness hearing.  She added that the application was deemed incomplete and the next hearing was scheduled for March 5th.   Chairman Teasdale returned to the meeting at this time.  Mr. Schroth asked if there were any new appointments to the Land Use Board to which Mr. Mackie responded in the positive.  
2008 BUDGET REQUESTS

· Discussion regarding Environmental Commission budget request for any special projects, items, etc. 

Mr. Schroth suggested that the Commission request funding in order to complete testing studies for the Oldwick Area to which Chairman Teasdale agreed with the idea but suggested that a request would need to be given some thought and put together.  Ms. Murphy suggested sending a questionnaire out to the residents regarding well testing and well specific questions.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he supported the idea of distributing a questionnaire to Township residents regarding wells and testing.  Ms. Warner asked how the Commission would come up with specific questions to which Mr. Schroth responded that he had a few questions that he would suggest.  Chairman Teasdale stated that they would request the funding and if approved they would again address the questionnaire in greater detail.  He added that he would put in a budget request for $500.00 for a mailing/questionnaire.  He also added that they would again request an LCD projector which could be shared by all Boards.  He asked the Commission if there were any other budget requests to which the response was positive.  Ms. Murphy asked if they would need any additional monies for stream crossing communication to which Chairman Teasdale responded that if a member would like to take a course they would be able to be signed up under the monies budgeted for seminars/workshops.            
ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Mr. Mackie at 9:42 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie McCarthy
