TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
September 8, 2008

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Greg Storms, Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie, Laurence Malloy (left the meeting at approx. 8:34 p.m.), Tom Schroth and Teddy Murphy. 

Absent: 
Mary Ace and Mary Elizabeth Warner.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2008.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda.  

David Barnes, Fairmount Road East, explained that approximately one (1) month ago he appeared before the Township Committee to inquire about the process that they go through for a work order to be issued to fill in wetlands with fill dirt from Pascale Park.  Mr. Barnes noted that Hayden Hull took a considerable amount of dirt from Pascale and deposited it approximately 50 feet east of the source point on the Pottersville Reservoir property (near the end of the driveway).  He also placed fill in the stream and was also targeting another source point behind the first dyke on the property.  Mr. Barnes presented to the Commission members photos of fill that was deposited into the headwaters.  Mrs. Murphy asked if it was the same place that the manure was dumped by the neighbor to which Mr. Barnes responded in the positive.  When asked what the outcome was at the Township Committee meeting, Mr. Barnes explained that Mayor Voyce was to get back to him but to date there was no response.  Mr. Barnes noted that Mr. Hull agreed to return the area to its natural state but Mr. Barnes noted that he has not been back to the site recently to check it.  Mr. Barnes explained that Mr. Hull’s explanation for the fill was to provide vehicular access for emergency purposes.  Mr. Barnes also noted that the DPW crew was working under the power lines on the Pottersville Reservoir property and the area had been cleared.  Mr. Storms opined that it was JCP&L.  Mr. Barnes explained that he simply wanted to bring it to the attention of the Environmental Commission.  
In conclusion Mr. Teasdale indicated that Mayor Voyce will be responding to the request made at the Township Committee meeting and that Hayden Hull agreed to restore the area to its original state to which Mr. Barnes agreed.   When asked if he contacted the DEP, Mr. Barnes indicated that he had not but his neighbors may.  Mr. Teasdale indicated that he will attend the Township Committee meeting on Sept. 9, 2008 with Mr. Barnes to find out what the response is from the Township Committee.  Mr. Barnes noted that after what he went through last year with the manure dumping it was very distressing to find out that the Township filled in the same place.  
There being no other public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the session.  

MINUTES

· June 9th (previously tabled)
· July 14th 
Due to not all members receiving the packet in the mail Chairman Teasdale tabled the June 9th and July 14th minutes.  
Mr. Teasdale suspected that there was a glitch in the mailing from the time that Bonnie McCarthy left and when Shana Goodchild took over.  Mr. Teasdale went on the record to thank Ms. McCarthy for the work she did for the Environmental Commission for a few years.  He mentioned that she has taken a permanent leave as the result of her pregnancy. The Commission echoed Mr. Teasdale’s appreciation.  
Discussion Items
· Update on the ERI
Mr. Teasdale presented the Commission members with a copy of the latest version of 

the ERI that was presented to the Land Use Board and, on their recommendation, presented to Frank Banisch (Township Planner) for his review.  Mr. Teasdale requested that the Environmental Commission members take some time to review the document.  Mr. Teasdale explained that he expects that Mr. Banisch will issue his comments to the Land Use Board, they will in turn request the changes that were requested and Ms. Kratzer will make those changes.  Subsequent steps include seeking Land Use Board approval and getting them to adopt this as the conservation element of the Master Plan.  Regardless of whether the Land Use Board accepts the ERI or not the Environmental Commission has an obligation, per the ANJEC grant, to share the information with the public.  Mrs. Murphy suggested inviting the public to an Environmental Commission meeting at some point in the future to satisfy the public meeting obligation of the grant.  

Mr. Barnes, Fairmount Road East, noted that the Parks Committee is working on an updated long term use plan for the parks to update the plan that was prepared approximately 5 or 6 years ago.  Mr. Barnes asked if the findings of the ERI support the current field usage and needs, if anyone asked the TAA if they need additional fields and if they do how that will impact property.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the ERI is not an opinion document; it serves as an inventory of environmental issues within the Township.  Mr. Teasdale provided Mr. Barnes with a copy of the ERI in draft form.  
· Status of stream crossing project
Mr. Teasdale noted that he communicated with Tara Petti, the class instructor, and

they have either submitted the project or are close to submitting it.  Fundamentally the project has worked well without too much work on the part of the Environmental Commission.    Mrs. Murphy reported that for the most part the stream crossings were o.k., she noted a few spots where the bank had been undercut and some spots where there was silting.  On another project, Mr. Teasdale read a portion of an e-mail from Tara Petti into the record:
We initiated the River Friendly Resident Program under a grant from the EPA, our original outreach area focused on Peter’s Brook and Duke’s Brook watersheds here around Somerville.  The program in order to be successful requires a lot of outreach effort.  We thought the next step would be to expand the program to other watershed areas we are currently working in and revamp the project to make it more effective in reaching and engaging homeowners.  We discussed the idea of talking to various Environmental Commissions to see if they would be interested in playing a role in the project in their respective watersheds.  A couple of ideas we have already discussed 1) make the program a self certifying program where homeowners fill out a checklist about what river friendly actions they take at home (picking up after pets, watering lawn in the evening, leaving grass clippings, etc,).  2)  focus outreach efforts on one action that would address a particular problem identified in a watershed (stormwater runoff, nutrient load, etc.)  We are at a point where ideas are most welcome.  We are also interested in finding out, to what extent, the Environmental Commission would be interested in participating in such a project.  It could be a great component to the education requirement of the Stormwater Rules.  
Mr. Teasdale expressed concern about starting another project until the stream crossing project is concluded.  Mrs. Murphy noted a study being done, funded by the Federal EPA, and it is being conducted by NJIT in cooperation with the North Jersey Conservation Resource and Development Council studying the Rockaway Creek Watershed which is a large portion of Tewksbury.  Mrs. Murphy suggested waiting to see what they do before engaging in the River Friendly project; wait to see how other projects play out.  Mr. Teasdale noted that they wanted to speak with the Environmental Commission in October or November about the River Friendly project however he would prefer if they attended the Oct. or November meeting to talk about the stream crossing project and discuss the results; the results could be published locally and the volunteers could be thanked – finish one project first.   The consensus of the Commission was for Mr. Teasdale to communicate to Ms. Petti that the Commission would like feedback on the stream crossing project first before taking on another project.  
· Review of various training / workshops scheduled in the near future
Mr. Teasdale asked Mr. Storms if he had heard from the Township Committee regarding serving on the Pascale Advisory Group to which Mr. Storms responded in the negative.  Mr. Teasdale explained that he submitted Mr. Storms’ name along with a write up volunteering him for the Pascale Advisory Group to be formed.  

Mr. Teasdale noted that there is a walking tour of the Cokesbury Historic District on Oct. 11, 2008 from 10:30 to 12:30.  

Mr. Teasdale reviewed several other future workshops.  Mr. Mackie noted that the Township Engineer and Dana Desiderio, LUB member, will be attending the County Wastewater Management workshop scheduled for September 30, 2008.  

· Support of planning process for 2009 arbor day
Mrs. Murphy explained that the State has honored Tewksbury by selecting the Township to hold the State’s Arbor Day celebration on April 24th.  There is no funding from the Township Committee so donations have been made by the Trail Association, PNC Bank and another possibility yet to confirm to pay for lunch for all of the people that will attend.  The celebration will take place in the Christie Hoffman Park.  The program is dictated by the State and one of the events prescribed is to give prizes to young people who have competed in an art competition related to trees; the children that participate are from all over the state and they attend the Arbor Day celebration to receive their awards.  The program begins at 11 a.m. and is followed by lunch in the pavilion or tent.  The usual 3rd grade tree planting will occur.  Mrs. Murphy noted that every year a tree is planted on the school property and it is left to the school to take care of, however, they are not properly maintained.  Mr. Teasdale suggested that it be made clear to the school that the donation of the tree does not come without the obligation to maintain.  Mrs. Murphy indicated that she is going to invite Allison Jones who is a photographer that has been doing a lot of work in Africa; she started an education program called No Water No Life.  She has been doing work with school children, teaching them the importance of water.  Mrs. Murphy went on to explain that 50 trees have been donated by a landscaper and the Parks Committee is checking the Township Parks to see where trees should be planted, the properties they are currently reviewing are Christie Hoffman, the Bartles site, Fairmount North and the Oldwick Fields.  
· Review of correspondence 
Mr. Teasdale noted that there was a letter from Susan Richart on Frog Hollow Road expressing her frustration with the garbage along Beavers Road.  The Environmental Commission discussed the letter and a response was to have been written.  Another letter was then received by Mrs. Richart regarding JCP&L tree trimming.  Mr. Teasdale indicated that he was remiss in responding to Mrs. Richart’s original letter and asked for the Commissions approval to respond to both of her letters.  Mrs. Murphy suggested including the contact name and number for JCP&L.  The Commission was in agreement to send the letter as drafted by Mr. Teasdale.    

Mr. Teasdale noted that the County will be issuing a referendum to increase the land preservation tax for Hunterdon County.  He added that the other referendum is the Township’s referendum to pay down existing debt.  It was the comment from several Commission members that the referendum was confusing as written.  When asked if the verbiage was approved Mr. Teasdale opined that it was because it had to be submitted to be placed on the ballot.  Mr. Teasdale questioned whether the Commission has the right to lobby for the referendum.  Mr. Storms suggested that someone from the Commission speak to the Township Committee to which the Commission agreed.  Mr.Teasdale indicated that he would try to get some clarity from the Township Committee.  
Mr. Teasdale spoke briefly about COAH and the towns that are joining together in litigation and why Tewksbury did not join.  Discussion ensued regarding why the Township has not opted to participate in the litigation.  The Commission also discussed the implication of the Highlands Master Plan and COAH.
Land Use Board Matters
· Update on Land Use Board matters

Mr. Mackie noted that Rick Steffey from the Hunterdon County Planning Board attended the most recent Land Use Board meeting to give the Board a heads up about the upcoming Wastewater Management Plan meeting and how it will affect us and what are responsibilities are.

Mr. Mackie briefed the Commission members on the 2 variance applications heard by the Board, one (1) being the outdoor riding ring which was approved.  The other application was for a shed within the side yard setback without permits.  The applicant was seeking a number of waivers that the Board was not willing to grant so they were tabled until they could return with more information.  

Mr. Mackie concluded by saying that the Land Use Board is still very much consumed with the JCP&L application with the next meeting scheduled for September 17, 2008.  Mr. Teasdale noted that a letter was received from Mr. and Mrs. Kalb with an attachment from JCP&L’s engineer and also an attachment from Maser Consulting.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the LUB’s policy is that they do not receive correspondence from property owners if it in any way expresses opinion.  Mr. Teasdale asked the Commission to take a look at the letter along with a subsequently dated letter from the DEP to JCP&L noting the JCP&L deficiencies in their application.  Mr. Teasdale reminded the Board that he and Mr. Mackie are recused from the application and they left the room.  
The Commission read through the letters referred to by Mr. Teasdale.  After a lengthy discussion, the Commission decided that members of the Commission are not informed enough to make a formal comment and rather, should attend the meetings and ask questions.  
Mr. Teasdale and Mr. Mackie returned to the meeting.  
Adjournment

There being no additional business, the meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. by motion of Mr. Storms and seconded by Mr. Schroth.  
CORRESPONDENCE:

1) A copy of a letter dated August 28, 2008 from the DEP regarding JCP&L, Block 17, Lot 2.

2) Flyer for the Cokesbury Historic District Walking Tour – October 11, 2008.

3) Notice of Highlands Applicability Determination Application for Block 15, Lot 3.

4) Notice of Freshwater Wetlands Application for Block 42, Lots 6.01 and 6.02.

5) Compliance Reports from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District for the following properties:

· Block 28, Lot 9.02 – Indoor Riding Enclosure

· Block 14, Lot 17.09 – Pool and Grading

· Block 37, Lot 7.12 – Pool and Stormwater Mgmt. Plan
WORKSHOPS/SEMINARS:

· URWA – Wake Up Call – breakfast with the Upper Raritan Watershed Assoc. The first Wednesday of each Month at Limestone Café, Main Street, Peapack, NJ.  Call URWA by 4 p.m. the day before if you plan to attend (908) 234-1852.
· NJ Shade Tree Federation 83rd Annual Meeting – October 24, 25, 26, 2008

· County Hosts Public Informational Roundtable regarding the Hunterdon County Wastewater Management Plan – September 30, 2008 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

