TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 17, 2010 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a special session on the above date at the Police Administration Building. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 AM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Deputy Mayor William Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Dana Desiderio, Peter Melick and Shaun Van Doren.

Mayor Robert Hoffman Jr. was not present.
Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

There were three members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Hoffman.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Actions to be taken
Mr. Landon explained that the proposed Resolution #57-2010 was being presented in response to the Committee’s non-adoption of Resolution #49-2010.  Dr. Gerald Vernotica, Executive County Superintendent of Schools instructed Mr. Landon to have a new Resolution adopted with a proposed tax levy for the 2010-2011 school year.
Debbie Close speaking as a member of the NHVRHS Board of Education stated that eleven of the sending districts had approved the presented tax levy rate, adding that the teacher’s contract expires on 06/30/10.  She noted that the Board is working hard on finding ways to cut costs and is looking at many different line items.
Nicholas Nacamuli, member of the NHVRHS Board of Education stated that the Board is “doing the best we can” with regard to lessening costs.  He added that budget cuts will mean less teachers.

Mrs. Close noted staffing, teacher assignments and administrative costs and matters.  She noted that each Board member now receives information electronically through a laptop computer that is supplied by the district.  Further comments were made regarding the proposed freeze for the district office superintendent, Dr. Shaddow.  

Dr. Voyce noted that the budget for staff is less than the previous year.

Ms. Desiderio noted that large corporations throughout the country are taking salary decreases adding that teachers should be willing to do their part and not expect a salary increase.

Mr. Van Doren stated that he would like to see the information regarding associated costs for teachers, including benefits.  
Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of Resolution #57-2010, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  
Mr. Melick stated that it is sometimes frustrating to discuss the school budget, as the recommended cuts are only a recommendation:  the actually line item to be cut is finally determined by the individual school.

Discussion followed regarding class size and the need to cut costs where possible.

A roll call vote was taken and the above noted motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren.  Nays: Voyce. Absent:  Hoffman. 

Mr. Landon stated that he would forward the Resolution to Dr. Shaddow.

RESOLUTION #57-2010

A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE TAX LEVY FOR THE NORTH HUNTERDON-VOORHEES REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE 2010-11 YEAR

WHEREAS, the proposed school budget general fund tax levy of the Board of Education of the North Hunterdon-Voorhees Regional High School District, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, in the amount of $46,660,801, was defeated by the voters at the annual election on April 20, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the school district delivered the rejected proposed budget to the Tewksbury Township Municipal Clerk as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has consulted with the Board of Education and has reviewed the school budget and desires to certify the amount necessary to be appropriated.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that certain revisions be made to the 2010-2011 Budget of the Board of Education of the North Hunterdon-Voorhees Regional High School District as follows:

Salary & Wages

District-wide freeze at 2009/2010 Rate

$ 806,572

12-000-400-450

Construction Services



$ 107,000

11-000-230-330

Other Professional Services


$   65,000

12-000-400-390

Professional Services



$     6,000

11-140-100-101

Salaries of Teachers



$   55,000

11-213-101-101

Salaries of Teachers



$   85,905

11-000-252-104

Salaries of Computer Staff


$   60,000

11-XXX-XXX-270
Health Benefits




$   27,095









$ 1,212,572

That the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury certifies the tax levy of $45,448,229 for the North Hunterdon-Voorhees Regional High School District.  This represents a tax levy reduction of $1,212,572 from the specified line items as listed above.

It is hereby certified that the budget is sufficient to provide a thorough and efficient education for the students of North Hunterdon-Voorhees Regional High School District.

William J. Voyce

Deputy Mayor

4. 
Township Committee Comments

Ms. Brassard noted that the scheduled meeting for 06-07-10 needs to be rescheduled to 

06-08-10 as the Budget public hearing needs to be 28 days after its introduction. It was the consensus of the Committee that an alternate site be located to hold the June meeting on 06-08-10.

It was noted that the COAH plan will be presented to the Land Use Board on 05/19/10.

5.
 Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 AM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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