TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JUNE 23, 2009 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Louis DiMare presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Robert Hoffman, William Mennen, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Katrina Campbell, sitting in for the Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately seven members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor DiMare.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Public Participation
David Barnes noted that there was an instance of individuals riding dirt bikes onto his property.  He stressed that when an individual moves off their property it is considered trespassing and he asked if this could be brought to the attention of public.  

Mr. Landon was tasked to draft a letter for publication regarding trespassing.
4. 
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #09-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce.

Mr. Mennen noted a correction in section 5.18.2 with regard to application distribution.  
Mr. Van Doren amended his motion and made a new motion to introduce Ordinance #09-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.
The Public Hearing is scheduled for 7/14/09 at 8:00 PM.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-2009

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY,

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,

TO ADD TITLE 5.18 “SPECIAL MUSICAL EVENT PERMIT”

TO THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

· Consent Agenda


Mayor DiMare requested that the regular and executive session minutes of 6/9/09 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Hoffman requested that the minutes of 5/26/09 be removed from the Consent Agenda.
Mr. Van Doren requested that Resolution #91-2009 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #89-2009

AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF A LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE TEWKSBURY INN, INC.

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Inn, Inc. has filed a renewal application with the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, for a Plenary Retail Consumption License, carrying Broad Package Privilege, to sell alcoholic beverages for premises situated at 55 Old Turnpike Road and King Street, Oldwick, in the Township of Tewksbury, Hunterdon County, State of New Jersey; and  
WHEREAS, they have filed with the said application the required fee of $2000.00; and
WHEREAS, a copy of the renewal application, together with a filing fee of $200.00 has been submitted for filing with the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control; and 
WHEREAS, no objections have been filed with the Township Clerk regarding the issuance of said license; and 
WHEREAS, said application appears to be in proper order.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said application is hereby granted to Tewksbury Inn, Inc. and the Clerk of the Township of Tewksbury is hereby directed to issue a Plenary Retail Consumption License with Broad Package Privilege 

#1024-32-002-004, for the period from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010, effective July 1, 2009, subject to compliance with Township Ordinance No. 4-65 and amendments:  no music shall be performed after 12:30 AM; and the Clerk is hereby designated to sign and deliver the License Certificate on behalf of the Township.

________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #90-2009

AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF A LIQUOR LICENSE FOR TEWKSBURY FINE WINE AND SPIRITS, INC.

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Fine Wine and Spirits, Inc., has filed a renewal application with the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, for a Plenary Retail Distribution License; and  
WHEREAS, they have filed with the said application the required fee of $2000.00; and
WHEREAS, a copy of the renewal application, together with a filing fee of $200.00 has been submitted for filing with the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control; and 
WHEREAS, no objections have been filed with the Township Clerk regarding the issuance of said license; and 
WHEREAS, said application appears to be in proper order.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said application is hereby granted to Tewksbury Fine Wine and Spirits, Inc and the Clerk of the Township of Tewksbury is hereby directed to issue a Plenary Retail Distribution License #1024-44-001-008, for the period from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010, effective July 1, 2009, and the Clerk is hereby designated to sign and deliver the License Certificate on behalf of the Township.

________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

RESOLUTION #92-2009

A RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2009 SALARIES AND WAGES FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following salaries and wages for the employee so stated are hereby set for the year 2009.

	POLICE

	Michael Henry 
	Patrolman Class 5 
	60,061.00
effective 6/10/09


________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

Items Removed from the Consent Agenda  

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the minutes of 5/26/09, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain: DiMare, Hoffman.  
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the minutes of 6/9/09, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  DiMare.  
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the executive session minutes of 6/9/09, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  DiMare.  
Mr. Van Doren noted that he had previously made his feelings known about his opposition to this Resolution, but he has been informed that other municipalities are adopting the same Resolution and trying to work through the issues.  He added that none of the municipalities have stated that that want to leave the court, but are interested in working through the issues.  Mr. Van Doren noted a letter from the Court outlining substantive budget cuts for 7/1/09 and 1/1/10.  He added that Mr. Landon should continue his review of other options, adding that he hopes that Tewksbury and the other municipalities stay in the court system.  
Mr. Mennen made a motion to adopt Resolution #91-2009, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #91-2009

EXPRESSING TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP’S

INTENTION TO WITHDRAW FROM THE

MUNICIPAL COURT OF NORTH HUNTERDON

AS OF JANUARY 1, 2010

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury had previously entered into an Agreement for Inter-Municipal Court (“Agreement”) with the municipalities of the Town of Clinton; Township of Franklin; Borough of Glen Gardner; Borough of Hampton; Borough of High Bridge; Borough of Lebanon; and Township of Lebanon (“Member Township”) as per N.J.S.A. 2A:8-1, et seq., on or about January 1, 2008; and

WHEREAS, said Agreement provides that any Member Town may withdraw at the end of a calendar year provided that such Member Town has given written notice of its intent to withdraw on or before July 1 of the year prior to withdrawal; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury has publically expressed concerns over the financial operations of the Municipal Court; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, New Jersey as follows:

1. The Township of Tewksbury directs its authorized representatives to provide written notice to each and every Member Town of its intent to withdraw from the Municipal Court of North Hunterdon in accordance with Section 10 of the Interlocal Services Agreement.

2. The Township of Tewksbury shall provide said written notice of its intent to the Member Towns on or before July 1, 2009.

________________

Louis DiMare

Mayor

5.
Work Session Topics

· Sidewalks in Oldwick

Mr. Mennen was recused from the following discussion.
In response to a question by Mayor DiMare, Mr. Holt stated that the repair, replacement and reconstruction of sidewalks could not be done in a piecemeal fashion.  He noted that the sidewalks by the Magic Shop are in disrepair and questioned if work should commence at that location.  Mr. Holt noted that the Township Committee needs to make a decision as to where to perform the work as the grant does not have any jurisdictional parameters.
Discussion followed regarding how best to make use of the grant money and where to actually commence the work.

Mr. Van Doren stated that the work will only go as far as the grant funds will allow and there certainly could be potential future phases of sidewalk work.  He added that any work on the north side of Church Street would entail extensive work because of the existing trees, drainage and grading issues.  He added that he would like to see the bid specs written with two different types of material - stamped concrete and blue stone.  

Mayor DiMare noted that not doing any work and returning the money was not an option and the decision of the sidewalk committee should be honored.  The idea of creating a new sidewalk from the Community Center to the Bartles site would not be fulfilled at this time.

Mr. Hoffman noted that much of the engineering work had been done and he suggested starting at Joliet Street and going south.  He noted that there did not seem to be any opposition to work being done along the County road.

Mr. Van Doren stated that perhaps the Township could tap into the County plans for curbing, etc.
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to move forward with the plan as presented by Mr. Holt to fill in and repair existing sidewalks from the Joliet Street/CR 517 intersection and to continue north on the east side, and at the Church Street/CR 517intersection to continue east on the  south side.  Additionally, the bid specs should include two different materials (blue stone and stamped concrete), any existing sidewalks that are salvageable should remain and the new sidewalks should be constructed so that they are up to the current code, seconded by Dr. Voyce.   The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Recused:  Mennen.
Additional discussion followed regarding the formulation of the contract and that the job should have one main General Contractor overseeing the work.

Mr. Mennen returned to the meeting at this time.

6.
Township Committee Comments

Dr. Voyce wished the members of the public a happy Fourth of July.

Mr. Van Doren noted that he had reviewed plans for the rebuilding of bridge T-36-S and they are on file in the Clerk’s office. 
Mr. Mennen noted the Open House that was held at the Tewksbury Rescue Squad.  

He added that he was in attendance for the ribbon cutting ceremony for bridge T-52 on Fox Hill Road.

Mr. Hoffman noted that the local grammar and high schools are closed for the summer.

He noted that the Oldwick Fire Company is looking at specifications for a new fire truck.

Mayor DiMare noted the length of time it is taking for the completion of road work at the 523/517 intersection.

7.
Public Participation

In response to a question by Tom Dillon, Mr. Mennen explained that the work at the 523/517 intersection has been delayed because of recent significant rainfall.  He noted that he spoke with John Glynn from the County Department of Roads, Bridges and Engineering and was advised that the work will soon be kicked into a higher gear.  Mr. Dillon suggested that the Township write a letter to the County outlining their displeasure with the length of time the project is taking. 

In response to questions by Mr. Dillon, Mayor DiMare stated that the plan for constructing sidewalks in Oldwick would be from Joliet Street to Church Street and the cost of the work would be limited to the amount available in the grant.  

Discussion followed regarding Mr. Dillon’s question as to the need for contiguity of the sidewalks in order to qualify for the grant funding. Mayor DiMare noted that the matter of contiguous sidewalks is more a legal matter than related to the grant parameters.

Mr. Dillon questioned the need for a sidewalk maintenance ordinance, adding that he had a better idea for constructing sidewalks on Church Street.
Additional discussion followed regarding the constraints and terms of the grant money.

Mr. Dillon begged the Committee members to read the grant as he felt it was not so specific and he opined that “something is missing”.

Mr. Van Doren noted that the grant is not the driver of the sidewalks needing to be contiguous; it is a matter of liability related to the need to repair or replace sidewalks solely in Oldwick.
Mr. Landon noted that new sidewalks need to meet federal safety standards.
Additional comments were made regarding liability, the possible need for an Ordinance and/or an assessment.  Mr. Dillon added that many of the residents of Oldwick were not in attendance and have serious concerns about the matter.  He added his concern with drainage issues on CR 517 and Church Street. 

In response to a question by David Barnes, Mayor DiMare stated that if he was available he would attend the upcoming meeting to be held at the Old Turnpike School to discuss the JCP&L substation.  He added that he would be there only to observe and would not add any comments.
Arnold Shapack noted that the Chair of the Land Use Board (LUB) stated that if a LUB member were in attendance, they should not make any comments. 
8.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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