BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 2, 2008

The Tewksbury Township Board of Health met in regular session at 7:30 P.M. on the above date, in the Mountainville Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, NJ.  

Chairman Peter Goyer presided.

Other members present were Shirley Czajkowski (7:50PM), Anthony Formica and Janet Masterton. 

Anthony Miele and alternates Richard Mahevich and Zia Shey were not present.

Eric Faulstich of the Hunterdon County Department of Health was also present.  

1. Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Goyer.

2.
Land Use Board Matters

Variance Application  #07-33

Schmolze

Block 6.04 Lot 12

Ms. Brassard noted that no response had been received from the HCDOH regarding this application. 

3.
Action to be Taken

Terrell Essig was present to discuss the malfunctioning septic system on Block 13, Lot 8 located on an approximate 68 acre piece of property.  He noted that the owner is trying to sell the property and the existing system is in need of repair.  Mr. Essig noted that the testing revealed good soils, but the area in which the reserve field was dug is within 300 feet of the Rockaway Creek in a buffer area.  This is a new restriction based on the Highlands regulations.  Mr. Essig requested that additional testing for a reserve area be done when the system is installed, adding that he will be on site when this work is done to check the bottom of the bed and to certify the work.  It was noted that the system will be moved to the north-east of the existing dwelling which would yield an adequate buffer distance from the stream.

In response to a question by Mr. Goyer, Mr. Essig stated that the reserve area was dug, revealing good soils, but it was later determined that they were within the 300 foot buffer area.

Mr. Essig noted that the system will be a gravity flow system.
Mr. Goyer made a motion to approve the waiver of the reserve area at this time conditional upon the engineer performing new soil testing at the time of installation and to supply this information to the Board:  additionally it was noted that the Engineer will be on site during construction of the system, seconded by Mr. Masterton.  The motion was approved. Ayes:  Goyer, Formica, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Czajkowski, Mahevich, Miele, Shey.  

Eric Faulstich from the HC Department of Health arrived at this time.

Wayne Ingram was present to discuss Block
 42, Lot 9, an 11+ acre property located on Lamington Road.  He noted that 5 acres of this property is being divided off per an existing will and the system for the two bedroom house located on the property is malfunctioning.   It was noted that no suitable soil results were found for the placement of a reserve area and the two passing ones were located higher up on the property west of the driveway.  Mr. Ingram also noted that there is a stream on the property and the 150 foot buffer must be maintained.  He added that the perc test witness stated that this property has always yielded poor test results.

Mr. Ingram also noted that there is not a 48” of separation from the bottom of the hydraulically restrictive horizon and the regional water table at 90”, adding that a possible artesian condition may exist.  An additional waiver would be needed for this condition.

Discussion followed regarding the location of the property and the age of the existing house (80-100 years old).  It was added that the system has been failing for some time and it consists of one lateral trench.

Additional discussion followed regarding the various test results.
Mr. Essig noted that the system will be a mound system located at the bottom of the hill on the property.  Because of the location of the mound on the lowest point of the property, he noted that the system will blend in and not be obtrusive.

In response to a question by Ms. Masterton, Mr. Faulstich noted that he did not personally review the plans and was advised that the final decision regarding granting of waivers was up to the Board.

Mr. Goyer made a motion to waive the testing for a reserve area as suitable soils were not available on the property located on Block 42, Lot 9.  An additional waiver was granted for the 48” of separation from the bottom of the hydraulically restrictive horizon and the regional water table at 90”, seconded by Mr. Formica. The motion was approved. Ayes:  Goyer, Formica, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Czajkowski, Mahevich, Miele, Shey.  

Steve Parker was present to discuss the 7 acre property located on Block 16, Lot 34 – 
74 Fairmount Road East.  He noted that the system is an alteration to an existing, failing system; it is also an expansion to accommodate one additional bedroom in the future.

Mr. Parker noted that a reserve area has been provided and the primary and reserve areas are located 75 feet apart, but the soil loge (for the areas) are only 60 feet apart.  He added that State guidelines allow tests to be within 15 feet from the end of the field.

Mr. Parker questioned if a waiver was necessary and requested clarification of the Township Ordinance regarding the need for a reserve field for an alteration.

Discussion followed regarding the various soil logs and the types of soil found.  Mr. Parker noted that the soil was good and the K values found in soil logs 2, 3 and 5 were K3 and K4  and soil log 4 had the same soil horizons as log 5.

Additional discussion followed regarding the language of the Ordinance and the fact that the Board can request any testing it deems necessary.
Ms. Masterton questioned why the Board does not see as many soil logs as part of applications as they did in the past.

Mr. Parker stated that a balance always has to be maintained between digging up a person’s property too aggressively and gathering sufficient information to design a workable system.
Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the waiver to allow the distance between the two soil logs to be less than 75 feet apart as all the soil logs are the same quality of soil, adding that the Engineer explained the reasoning for this to the satisfaction of the Board, seconded by Ms. Masterton. The motion was approved. Ayes:  Goyer, Formica, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Czajkowski, Mahevich, Miele, Shey.  

Mrs. Czajkowski arrived at 8:00 PM.
Mr. Parker questioned if the Board will continue to require that the applicant apply for a waiver for alterations to existing systems with regard to reserve areas.  He opined that the Ordinance is clear with regard to new subdivisions, but was not clear with regard to alterations to existing systems.

Mr. Goyer stated that the Board is always open to issues on an individual basis and the Board should retain the ability to have a forum to discuss each property individually.
Ms. Masterton agreed that the Ordinance is correct as written as it allows the Board to make a clear decision after hearing each case individually.  She added that it may sometimes take the individual longer to get their answer, but the Board will always offer assistance to the homeowner to resolve the problem.

Mr. Goyer agreed that it is important that the Board remain sensitive to the needs of the community.  
In response to a question by Ms. Masterton, Mr. Faulstich stated that he had no opinion regarding the wording of the Township Ordinance and the final decision should be left up to the Board members.  He added that he does not do the plan review and is “more of a messenger”.  Regarding the application just heard, he opined that the difference of 15 feet is minimal.

Ms. Masterton noted that the Board consists of all volunteers and questioned if Mr. Faulstich had any professional advice regarding the writing of the Township Ordinance.

She added that she wants the Board to make reasonable decisions and to represent the Township residents fairly.
Mr. Goyer noted that the Board only hears from residents when there is a problem, adding that the Board is here to hear the concerns from residents and to approve waivers when they are deemed necessary.

Ms. Masterton noted that she appreciated the response given by Mr. Parker regarding digging up a person’s property too aggressively and gathering sufficient information to design a workable system.

Mr. Faulstich left the meeting at this time.

4.
Minutes

Mr. Goyer made a motion to adopt the minutes of 08/05/08, seconded by Mrs. Czajkowski.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Goyer.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Mahevich, Miele, Shey.  Abstain:  Formica, Masterton.

5. 
Correspondence

a. From HCDOH – request for BOH members e-mail addresses
b. From HCDOH – information re:  shortage of human rabies vaccine
Item “a” was noted and Ms. Brassard stated that she would receive all correspondence from the County and disseminate to the Board members.

6.
Reports

Animal Control Report

July 2008
Notice of Septic Repair Completion

Block 38
Lot 16.28

Block 10
Lot 7.02

Block 42
Lot 6

Block 27
Lot 91.01

Block 15
Lot 22.01

Suspected Hazardous Substance Discharge Notification

Heating oil #2 – removal of UST

12 Fieldstone Road

Heating Oil #2
- removal of UST

7 Fieldstone Road
7.
Board Member Comments

The matter regarding Block 28, Lot 9.02 as discussed at the last Board of Health meeting was discussed.

It was noted that the annual rabies clinic is scheduled for 10/4/08 from 9:00 – 11:00 AM.
The autumn clean up day is scheduled for 10/25/08 from 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

8.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 815 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta A. Brassard

Board of Health Secretary
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