Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission
Meeting Minutes

March 22, 2010
The meeting of the Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was called to order at 7:30 pm in the Mountainville Meeting Hall by Vice Chairman Beveridge.  The members of the Commission present were Cyril Beveridge, Janet Clark, Rosemary Hartten., Karen Moriarty Mary Elizabeth Young and Ruth Melchiorre.  Randy Benson, the Secretary, and Dennis Bertland, the Historic Consultant, were also in attendance.  Based on the members present, a quorum was established.  
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

Vice Chairman Beveridge read the opening statement that the Commission meeting being held that evening was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, and indicated where notices for that meeting were posted.
Minutes 

The minutes of February 22, 2010 were approved with corrections.  On page two in the last paragraph the name “Beveridge” was misspelled the minutes were seconded by Commissioner Young, not Commissioner Beveridge.  On page two in the first line change “meetings” to “meeting”.  On page four under 1, revise the sentence to state “improvements could be done with some revisions based on the physical conditions.”  In the last sentence of the first paragraph change the word “proposal” to the word scenario”.    A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Hartten to approve the minutes with the corrections.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion:  Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Clark and Commission Hartten.  Commissioner Beveridge and Commissioner Moriarty abstained.
Claims
Resolutions

The Commission considered Resolution 2010-02 for Neil Cuthbert and Wende Dasteel.  A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Moriarty to approve the resolution.  The following Commissioners: Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark Commissioner Hartten Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young, voted in favor of the resolution.  Commissioner Melchiorre abstained.
Applications 
Correspondence

The Commission discussed the memo from Shana Goodchild on Application No. 09-23 for Block 39, Lot 5.  Hilary Prouty, the property owner, was present.  Ms. Prouty said she had received approval from the Land Use Board for the addition she wanted to add on her home.  She had been before the Commission in May of 2009 informally.  At that time the Commission had approved of the proposed addition with a couple of changes.  The first was to use two over two windows on the addition to match the front of the main house.  The second was to use louvered shutters instead of the proposed raised panel shutters.  Ms. Prouty said she had made the changes and wanted to know if the Commission would accept the conceptual building plans rather than sealed drawings.  The Commission had no issue with the plans and said the application could be submitted using the plans.
Public Participation

Miscellaneous
The Commission discussed the proposed JCP&L substation on Fox Hill Road.  John and Angela Holt of 2 Fox Hill Road were present.  Mr. Holt stated he wanted to bring some information to the Commission’s attention in case some members were not aware of the situation.  Mr. Holt referred to a July 15, 2009 letter from the NJDEP addressing the Highlands Exemption for the substation.  Mr. Holt referred to the letter where it stated adequate screening will be needed.  Mr. Holt also said he had spoken to Eileen Swan of the Highlands Council and Ms. Swan had questioned how the Highlands Council could tell them to screen the substation if the BPU said JCP&L could only plant eight foot tall trees.  Mr. Holt stated he wanted the Township Committee to form a sub committee to comment on the Highlands response to the landscaping plan.  Mr. Holt provided a photo of the Andover, New Jersey substation that had an eight foot tall fence in front of it to show the lack of screening that would be provided by an eight foot tall fence.  The proposed landscaping plan provided for the substation shows a ruinous wall with broken out window openings.  The Commission noted the ruinous wall was not appropriate in the historic district.  Dennis Bertland asked if it was possible to paint the two towers to help them blend in.  No one knew the answer.  Mr. Holt stated the Friends of Fairmount have also filed a complaint against the DEP and Highlands stating they are in violation with the Environmental Rights Act by exempting the substation.  Mr. Holt said that there were four substations that have exploded between November 2007 and April 2008.
Mr. Holt requested the Commission to prepare a statement to be read at the Tewksbury Township Committee at the public hearing on March 23, 2010.  The language of the letter should include that one of the conditions of the DEP letter was to screen the substation from the road and neighbors.  The proposed substation would have a negative impact on the Fairmount Historic District.  It cannot be adequately screened because the poles are 65 feet tall and the buss system and the height limitation of the trees is eight feet.
The Commission authorized the Secretary to write a letter covering all of the aforementioned points and that Dennis Bertland will review and come to the Township Committee meeting on March 23, 2010 and read it into the record.
There being no further business to come before the Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Hartten to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all of the Commission members present voted in favor of adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Randall Benson 
Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission
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