TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
October 18, 2010
The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Mario Colitti, Mary Ace, Tom Schroth, Joe Weber and Matt Grobert arrived at 7:40 p.m.
Absent:  Bruce Mackie, Teddy Murphy and Laurence Malloy.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 12, 2010.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  
Mr. Robert Horton, 227 West Maple Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ, was present and read the following letter into the record:

I have been rather inactive for the last five years because of ill health.  I’m pleased to report that I am in good health again and plan to complete the stream crossing study which you requested.

With the help of Lindsey Mancilla, I have completed one hundred and forty crossings.  There are about sixty more to do.  My stepson, Paul Brill, has commenced helping me so the work should progress more rapidly.  

I have also prepared pamphlets concerning possible uses for small detention barriers, one in Tewksbury and one in Warren Township.  Consultants, which I have talked with, have indicated that such barriers would be cheaper and more effective, for storm water management, than detention basins.

In addition I have commenced creating a small detention ditch and wetland garden, on my property, to demonstrate what I am learning at college.  So far the dispersion and absorption of rainwater, collected from my roof, is processing very satisfactorily.  









Yours Truly, 








R.L. Horton

Mr. Teasdale thanked Mr. Horton for his work and dedication.  For the benefit of members that were not on the Board at the time Mr. Teasdale explained that Mr. Horton’s interest stemmed from Hurricane Floyd and the damage in Bound Brook where he resides.  Mr. Horton asked how he could help and at that point there was a group that was mapping all of the stream crossings to compile baseline data; Mr. Horton volunteered to help with that project.  Mr. Teasdale suggested Mr. Horton turn over the data he has collected for the 140 stream crossings.  Mr. Horton spoke of his experience at the storm water management seminars he attended at Rutgers and encouraged members of the Commission to attend.  Mr. Teasdale again thanked Mr. Horton for his interest and help and offered to help Mr. Horton turn over the data.  
There being no additional comments from the public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.

Presentation by Grace Messinger - North Jersey Resource Conservation & Development: Rockaway Creek project
Grace Messinger explained that the project is for the protection of critical resource areas in the Rockaway Creek watershed.  She explained that the land use controls were reviewed for each of the three municipalities (Readington, Tewksbury and Clinton Townships) to determine to what extend the identified Hydrologically Sensitive Areas HSA’s and Critical Source Areas (CSA’s) are being protected from intensive land uses and to evaluate the opportunity to protect the HAS’s and CSA’s.  The land use controls that were mapped include open space, farmland preserved areas, steep slopes and stream corridor protection areas.  The ultimate goal is to use the information to improve municipal land use ordinances that protect the land and water resources.    
The Commission reviewed the mapping provided by Ms. Messinger.  She explained that she has asked Ms. Goodchild to review the map for accuracy as it relates to the open space and farmland preservation parcels.  Ms. Messinger noted that Donna Drewes reviewed ordinances for each municipality to find where there was need for improvement; the next step would be to improve and strengthen some of those ordinances.  Ms. Messinger explained that Tewksbury also benefited from field soil moisture measurements.  Three fields in Tewksbury were selected to measure soil moisture to evaluate the VSA pattern predicted by the topographic index; Christie Hoffman Farm Park, Whittemore Wildlife Sanctuary and the Cold Brook Preserve.  A time domain reflectometry (TDR) soil moisture meter was used to sample soil moisture and a Global Positioning System (GPS) to record the precise location of the sampling points.  All three fields have been visited two times, once just after a rainfall event and once during a dry time period.  The measured soil moisture data were being analyzed to determine whether the topographic index predicted the actual soil moisture patterns spatially and statistically.  
Mr. Teasdale requested a copy of the report at the conclusion of the project so that the Environmental Commission can review and adopt it and make it an addendum to the Environmental Resource Inventory.  Mr. Teasdale opined that the next step is at the Land Use Board level.  
The Commission thanked Ms. Messinger for her presentation.  

CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Ace made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence.  Mr. Weber seconded that motion.  All were in favor.
a) Information from the NJ Conservation Foundation re: 125th Annual NJ Land Conservation Rally on March 19, 2011.
b) ANJEC Report Autumn 2010.  

c) A letter dated September 27, 2010 from Shana Goodchild re: Appl. No. 10-09, Block 42, Lots 8 & 27.

d) Wasting Fresh Water by Robert L. Horton.  
The Commission reviewed the Wister lot line adjustment and determined that no comments were warranted.  
Mr. Teasdale read the following letter from Robert Horton into the record:

When The Wells Run Dry

Most people, that have wells for their water supply, rely on the water table beneath their property.  They assume that their supply is endless, but frequently have to drive their well deeper, because other agencies are drawing water from the same source of supply.  Water tables near an ocean can even become contaminated with sea water, making the fresh water unsuitable for consumption then people have a real problem.  It becomes necessary to tie into a community supply, or a commercial supply.  Long drout periods can also cause water tables to diminish greatly.  
All of the above considerations make it imperative that people understand the importance of maintaining the water tables and protecting them from pollution.  Slowing the flow of rainwater and snow melt should improve our water tables considerably.  There would be more time for the water to penetrate into the soil.  Multiple small detention barriers, placed at strategic locations in the streams, should accomplish that objective.  They could also provide turbulence for aeration of the water and could spread the water onto wetlands.  Absorbing water into the ground can also help remove contaminants from water before it reaches a water table.








Yours Truly,








R.L. Horton 

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Hunterdon County Planning Awards (revised submission date)
Tabled

· Discussion of issues related to conservation easements
A letter was sent to the Land Use Board.  The Commission is awaiting a response.  

· Discussion regarding Highlands Planning Area – Opting In
Tabled
· 2010 Community Well Test Program – Update
Mr. Weber opined that the testing days went smoothly but suggested that Mr. Mackie provide a full report at the next meeting.  Mr. Teasdale thanked those members that helped with the program.

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Teasdale noted the Mrs. Murphy was not in attendance because she fell ill and was hospitalized.  The Commission wished Mrs. Murphy a speedy recovery.  
Mr. Weber noted the recent deer hunting restrictions he read about in the Times of Tewksbury.  Mr. Grobert noted that the restrictions in the Times of Tewksbury were incorrect.  Mr. Weber questioned why the regulations are so restrictive.  Mr. Teasdale explained that if you are a farmer you can get a license to hunt an unlimited amount.  Mr. Colitti reported that the Governor approved bear hunting.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the Tewksbury Land Trust had a grant request to prepare a deer management plan however the grant was not awarded.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Colitti made a motion to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Mr. Schroth seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator

