TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JANUARY 22, 2008 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, Robert Hoffman, William Mennen, and Shaun Van Doren.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

There were approximately twenty members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:00 PM Mr. Mennen moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #38-2008
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

6.
Public Participation

Robin Love questioned the status of the formation of a sub-committee to discuss the Pascale property.  She stated that the group is meeting informally and will submit a budget request for 2008.

Terry Tweedie questioned the status of the Potterville Sewer Plant.  Mr. Landon explained that the matter is close to completion and will be operated by Applied Wastewater Management (AWWM).

David Barnes stated that there are some cabinets in the right of way on Fairmount Road East that have not been picked up for weeks.  Mr. Landon stated that the Zoning Officer will look into the matter.

In response to a question from Mr. Van Doren, Mr. Landon stated that there would not need to be a public hearing with regard to AWM taking over the Portersville Sewer Plant.    
7.
Actions to be taken
· Proclamation

Mayor Voyce read the following Proclamations into the record.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the following Proclamation, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

PROCLAMATION

TO HONOR ANTHONY DOMINICK GENETTI-CERULLO

WHEREAS, Anthony Dominick Genetti-Cerullo, Boy Scouts of America, Troop 199, has attained the designation of Eagle Scout, Scouting’s highest award; and 

WHEREAS, Anthony Dominick Genetti-Cerullo has been an active Scout demonstrating outstanding leadership and has contributed many service hours during his years of Scouting; and

WHEREAS, Anthony Dominick Genetti-Cerullo’s Eagle Scout project consisted of building boxes to be used for collecting toys and games to benefit the residents of the Matheny School in Peapack; and 

WHEREAS, Anthony Dominick Genetti-Cerullo’s Eagle Scout project encompassed the building, decorating and placement of collection boxes around the Township, which resulted in the collection of almost one-hundred different types of toys and games for the residents of the Matheny School; and 

WHEREAS, Anthony Dominick Genetti-Cerullo and thirteen friends and Scout members then spent an evening with the residents of the Matheny School enjoying the toys and games collected and especially enjoying each others’ company. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby extends to Anthony Dominick Genetti-Cerullo individually, collectively and with great pride, sincere congratulations for achieving this highest of Scouting awards which symbolizes the American ideal of good citizenship and service to community; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Committee wishes Anthony Dominick Genetti-Cerullo much success in all his future endeavors.

______________________

William Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Mennen made a motion to adopt the following Proclamation, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

PROCLAMATION

TO HONOR JAMES PAUL LESTRANGE

WHEREAS, James Paul LeStrange, Boy Scouts of America, Troop 199, has attained the designation of Eagle Scout, Scouting’s highest award; and 

WHEREAS, James Paul LeStrange has been an active Scout demonstrating outstanding leadership and has contributed many service hours during his years of Scouting; and

WHEREAS, James Paul LeStrange’s Eagle Scout project consisted of collecting 

comforters and neckties to create sleeping bags from recycled fabrics for homeless individuals affiliated with the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Hunterdon County ; and 

WHEREAS, James Paul LeStrange’s Eagle Scout project also encompassed the collection of various toiletries for individual toiletry bags to be included in each sleeping bag; and 

WHEREAS, James Paul LeStrange and thirteen friends and Scout members then spent more than thirty-six hours sewing and working together to produce forty-seven sleeping bags to deliver to the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Hunterdon County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby extends to James Paul LeStrange individually, collectively and with great pride, sincere congratulations for achieving this highest of Scouting awards which symbolizes the American ideal of good citizenship and service to community; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Committee wishes James Paul LeStrange much success in all his future endeavors.

______________________

William Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Van Doren noted correspondence received regarding the request to utilize Township parks for overnight camping, adding that the issues are being discussed.

· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #02-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare. The

motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing will be held on 02/12/08 at 8:00 PM in the Municipal Meeting Hall.

ORDINANCE NO.  2 -2008

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE WHOSE SHORT TITLE IS “TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000)”

· Consent Agenda


Mr. Van Doren requested that the minutes of 01/17/08 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Hoffman moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #39-2008

TO RECOGNIZE SERGEANT TIM BARLOW 

WHEREAS, Tim Barlow has served the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury for fifteen years; and

WHEREAS, Tim Barlow has a record of exemplary service to the community; and 

WHEREAS, Tim Barlow has worked countless hours to serve the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury by keeping the community safe; and 

WHEREAS, Tim Barlow holds the position of Sergeant in the Tewksbury Police Department which is a position of leadership and professionalism.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes Tim Barlow  for his dedicated and superior service to the Township.

____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #40-2008

DESIGNATING A PUBLIC AGENCY COMPLIANCE OFFICER (PACO)

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs – Division of Local Government Services requires that every public agency annually designate an officer or employee to serve as a Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby names Judith Parillo, Finance Assistant as the Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO) for the year 2008.
____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Executive Session Minutes of 01/08/07 

· Minutes of 12/11/07, 1/1/08 and 1/8/08   

· Authorization to have Clerk sign Fireman’s membership application for Colin Burt

Items Removed from the Consent Agenda

Mr. DiMare moved adoption of the regular and executive session minutes of 01-17-08, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.   The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Mennen, Van Doren.

· Executive Session Minutes of 1/17/08 

· Minutes of 1/17/08  

8.
Work Session Topics

· Sidewalks Subcommittee

Mr. DiMare stated that a Sidewalk subcommittee meeting was held and the grant proposal was reviewed with input from the Township Engineer.  He stated that the project will focus on using the grant funds to repair, replace and renovate existing sidewalks rather than creating new sidewalks by the Bartles property.  The decision to start the work on Church Street was a unanimous decision by the subcommittee.  The subcommittee requested that the Township Committee approve the Engineer’s request for $5,000.00 to scope out the nature of work related to starting the work on Church Street.
Mr. Dimare made a motion recommending that $5,000.00 be allocated to the Engineer to scope out the nature of work related to starting the work on Church Street, seconded by Mayor Voyce.

Discussion followed regarding Mr. Mennen’s question as to whether the requested amount would cover what the subcommittee is contemplating.

Mr. Dimare stated that the Engineer will utilize the $5,000.00 towards survey work in order to determine what is necessary to start the work on Church Street.  It was noted that this work will not duplicate work that was already done and that the sidewalks will be constructed of historically correct material.

It was added that both sides of Church Street will be reviewed for possible sidewalk placement.

Mr. Van Doren noted that it was never contemplated that the grant money would be sufficient for all phases of the project and the Township can always apply for more grant funding.
Additional discussion followed regarding Mr. Mennen’s concerns that no proposal was received from the Engineer as to how the $5,000.00 would be utilized.  Mr. DiMare stated that the Engineer stated that the work can be done for this cost and he is asking for Township Committee approval to start the project on Church Street.

Mr. Landon added that he could request a scope of work report from the Engineer.

Mr. DiMare restated that the subcommittee is requesting authorization from the Township Committee to start the project at Church Street.  Mayor Voyce added that the subcommittee is seeking approval to move forward with the project.
Mr. Mennen stated that he is in favor of utilizing the grant monies for repair, replacement and renovation rather than new construction and for starting the project at the Church Street end of the village of Oldwick.
Mr. DiMare amended his motion to direct the Sidewalk Committee to instruct Mr. Holt to give a cost estimate to prepare specs to start the sidewalk project commencing on Church Street, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

· Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant
Mr. Mennen stated that he spoke with representatives from the County regarding the above noted matter.  He stated that the grant is being applied for in conjunction with Sussex, Warren and Mercer Counties to find a consultant to draft a plan submission to the State.  Once approved the individual municipality may apply for their own grant with regard to funding.  It was noted that not participating in the plan could preclude the municipalities from receiving grant funds, adding that there are only two municipalities in the entire state with their own plan.

Mr. Mennen made a motion authorizing the Mayor to execute the letter to Mr. Bogen indicating the support and endorsement of the Township Committee for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan as presented, seconded by Mr. Hoffman. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. Mennen submitted the following draft Ordinance for introduction.  The amendment addresses the need to have language related to the position of Vice Chairman and Secretary within the Environmental Commission.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to introduce Ordinance #03-2008, seconded by Mr. Hoffman. The

motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing will be held on 02/12/08 at 8:00 PM in the Municipal Meeting Hall.

ORDINANCE 03-2008

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY BY REVISING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 2.36, ENTITLED “ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION”

· Appointments

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to appoint Patty Clucas to a one year term to the Equestrian Committee, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

9.
Public Participation

There were no additional comments from the pubic.
10.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Hoffman stated that emergency services have been busy in the past month.
Mr. Van Doren stated that he is working with Eileen Swan, Executive Director of the Highlands Council trying to schedule a presentation to educate the general public on the Highlands Master Plan.  He added that the Agricultural Advisory Board is planning on submitting their own comments to the Highlands Council before the 2/28/08 deadline.

Mr. Mennen noted that two upcoming meetings are scheduled to discuss the Highlands Master Plan:  a round table discussion scheduled for 01/30/08 in Flemington and a 2/13/08 public hearing at Voorhees High School.

Mr. Van Doren questioned items on the Engineer’s January report specifically regarding drainage on Felmley and Sutton Roads.  Mr. Landon stated that the Felmley Road project will have additional work done in the spring related to grading.  Mr. Van Doren raised an additional question regarding phase two of the site developmental at the Bartles property.

Mr. Mennen noted that the Highlands subcommittee will review the Highlands Master Plan and make comments to the Council prior to the 02-28-08 deadline.  It was added that the subcommittee feels that the Plan will not be limited to 2008 and 2009, so it was their decision to make the Master Plan available to all Township Committee members for review.

Regarding the subcommittee, Mr. Van Doren stated that he has taken himself off of the subcommittee effective 1/22/08 so that there would not be any conflict with a quorum of Township Committee members.  He added that he is disappointed that the comments that the Township submitted earlier did not seem to have made their way into the Master Plan.
Mayor Voyce stated that he has attended all reorganization meetings except the Board of Health and the Forestry Advisory Board and will attend the Equestrian Committee meeting on 01-23-08.  He stated that the Tewksbury Athletic Association will attend the 02-26-08 work session meeting to present information to the Committee.  He added that he would like to invite groups to the Budget meetings to discuss their budget requests.

Regarding a matter that was raised at an earlier meeting, Mr. DiMare stated that Mr. Landon spoke with a representative from the Department of Transportation regarding the Park and Ride at Route 78.  It was determined that the State is the responsible party for upkeep of the area.

Mr. DiMare suggested that a representative from the Tewksbury Historical Society come to a Budget meeting to outline their plans for leasing and utilizing the barn at the Christie Hoffman Farm.  Mr. Landon stated that the Township Engineer is in the process of looking at the issue with regard to stabilization and related cost.    
11.
Executive Session

At 8:50 PM Mr. Mennen moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

.  

RESOLUTION #41-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel and Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

12.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 10:05 PM.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to extend the appointment of Gebhardt and Kiefer as Township Attorney through 02-15-08, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
Mr. Landon stated that he would set up a meeting with Chief O’Dell to discuss staffing matters with Mr. Mennen and Mr. Hoffman. 
Mr. Mennen and Mr. Van Doren left the meeting at this time as they are recused from discussion related to the quarry.
13.
Executive Session

At 10:08 PM Mr. DiMare moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Recused:  Mennen, Van Doren.  

.  

RESOLUTION #42-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Litigation.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

14.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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